
	NRWG Meeting – January  2012 

	01/26/2012

	
	09:30 – 15:00

	
	MET Ctr Room 209

	Meeting called by:
	JC Culberson
	Type of meeting:
	NRWG Meeting

	
	
	
	

	Attendees:
	Chad Barcak, Andrew Gallo, DeAnn Walker, Matt Stout, Liz Jones,
	
	

	
	            Frank Owens, Glen Pressler, Brenda Hampton, Shari Heino, Tony Kroskey,

	                                       Dana Showalter, A. Aars, Collin Connolly, Daniella Hammonds

	Please bring:
	Ideas for a new NRWG Charter and new meeting format

	Agenda Items

	Topics
	
	

	· Antitrust Admonition – JC Culberson – 08:35
· Charter and Future Meeting Discussion – All
· New NRWG meetings will consist of Open and Closed sessions, much like CIPWG
· Charter to be revised to include the suggestions from today’s meeting and submitted to ROS
· Agenda to be set up and communicated to the group early
· All participants are responsible for suggesting agenda items

· Meeting minutes/notes are to be distributed to group via the NRWG email list
· Confidentiality Agreements are to be drafted by ERCOT legal and signed by all parties
· Locations other than Met Center were discussed
· Some MPs expressed interest in their companies’ facilities being used
· Other off site venues were discussed 
· NRWG needs to make a better effort to reach out to other Working Groups when the subject matter overlaps
· Black Start issues will now include BSWG

· TPL issues should include SSWG, RPG and others…

· Further discussion required about a restricted email list to be used by the group to communicate sensitive information pertaining to NERC compliance
· Texas RE will be asked to participate in all open sessions
· Frequency of the meetings was also discussed, with the consensus leaning toward meeting every two months

· Members expressed interest in presenting materials to the group

· Adjourn – JC Culberson - 11:22
	
	

	Other Information
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NERC Reliability Working Group

The North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) Reliability Working Group (NRWG) reports to the Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS).


Purpose & Scope

 


The NRWG functions as a forum for all ERCOT Market Participants to share information on issues impacting entities registered with NERC.  The NRWG serves as an interface between NERC registered entities in the ERCOT Region to discuss best practices, lessons learned, audit experiences, standards violations and possible violations, industry trends, and proposed changes in the NERC Reliability Standards. NRWG will not provide comments on interpretations, standards under development or any other regulatory issues that require official balloting or comments, on behalf of ERCOT or its members.



(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

Participation in ERCOT NRWG Meetings

· NRWG meetings will be open to all stakeholders, including ERCOT, the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) staff, and any other appropriate governing agency staff who wish to participate, except during discussions of confidential information relating to: 

(i) Critical Energy Infrastructure Information (CEII), or 

(ii) Registered Entities’ experience and practices relating to compliance with NERC Reliability Standards.  

The NRWG Chair or Vice-Chair is responsible for determining when NRWG meetings should be held in closed session.

· When NRWG meetings are held in a closed session, only members who have:

(i) signed the appropriate ERCOT Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA) or an acknowledgement thereof, and 

(ii) received approval from the ERCOT Legal Department 

may participate in those meetings.  The ERCOT Legal Department will maintain a list of members who have signed the appropriate ERCOT NDA or acknowledgement and coordinate with the NRWG Chair and Vice-Chair regarding closed session meetings.

Membership


Membership of the NRWG consists of representatives from Transmission and/or Distribution Service Providers (TDSPs), Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs), Resource Entities, and ERCOT.


Chair and Vice-Chair


The Chair and Vice-Chair positions shall be selected by the NRWG to a term of 12 months, on a one year, rolling basis, and reviewed by the NRWG annually. 

The Chair shall represent the NRWG should a report to any official entity become necessary.  The Vice-Chair shall act as Chair at NRWG meetings in the absence of the Chair.


Meetings


The NRWG shall meet as often as necessary, as determined by the NRWG Chair.

All meetings of the NRWG shall be called by the Chair or as directed by ROS and all meeting notices with the agenda shall be sent and posted to the ERCOT website at least one (1) week prior to the meeting.


The Chair shall preside at all meetings and prepare agendas for such meetings.  In the absence of the Chair and the Vice-Chair, the group shall select another NRWG member to preside at the meeting.  The Chair or the presiding member shall be guided by input from the membership in the conduct of the meetings.  

Minutes or notes of NRWG meetings, along with other communications, shall be recorded and distributed, except for closed sessions, to all members of the NRWG.  Additionally, the public portion of such information will be posted on the ERCOT website.













Amendment


This Charter may be amended upon request of any member of the NRWG and approval by the ROS, provided such amendment may not conflict with the ERCOT Bylaws, Board Procedures, Board Resolutions, Protocols, Operating Guides, and NERC Reliability Standards. 
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