Regional Planning Group Meeting Notes
February 17, 2012
Agenda

· Antitrust Admonition

· Introductions
· Miscellaneous Update

· PLWG Update Report
· Inclusion of Planned Generation in Models

· Special Protection System Exit Strategy Project Approval Criteria
· Five Year Transmission Plan Update
· Eagle Ford Shale Transmission Needs from End User Perspective
· CREZ Shunt Switching
Miscellaneous Update
· Woody Rickerson of ERCOT proposed a new way of forecasting CREZ transmission outages. The proposal is to start forecasting the outages for the Fall of 2012 now (~ 180 days). It has happened in the past that more than one request has been received to take down the same line. It is hoped that one outage can satisfy more than one maintenance requirement. In exchange for forecasting with a longer lead time, the outage dates will be protected.
· Woody noted that all transmission outages are public information. He agreed to consider doing a presentation to make this information easier to find. No commitment has yet been made.
· Isabel Flores of ERCOT has just sent out a RAP proposal for the Garrett-Midtown congestion to CenterPoint. They will need a couple of weeks to review it before any details will be released.  
PLWG Update
· Sergio Garza of LCRA is the new Chair of the PLWG which was previously chaired by Rob Lane of Luminant.

· The team has identified ~ 40 issues and plans to focus on the top 3 to 5. They are continuing to scrub the list this month. The issues list is posted on their website. 
· Dan Woodfin of ERCOT said that if there is an issue involving procedures, processes or criteria, it should go to the PLWG
Inclusion of Planned Generation in Models

· NPRR 443 proposes to remove the confidentiality provision from 1.3.1.1(w) so that Switchable Generation Resource availability information can be included in planning models. The goal would be to avoid overbuilding or underbuilding. The purpose in presenting this NPRR at the RPG was not to debate it at this meeting, but to make people aware of the fact that it will be presented at the next PRS (Protocol Revision Subcommittee) on 23Feb12. Interested parties should plan to attend this PRS.
· A soon to be posted PGRR proposes to add more vigorous requirements with respect to financing and permitting before generation resources can be added to the planning models and the Capacity Demand and Reserve report. Rob suggested that “water source” should be used instead of “water rights”. Further discussion is invited on this PGRR. 
Special Protection System Exit Strategy Project Approval Criteria
· Although there is a requirement for TO’s to identify an exit strategy for each SPS, there are no formal criteria for approving SPS exit strategy projects.
· The RPG discussed criteria for approving SPS exit strategy projects.
5 Year Transmission Plan Update
· A draft report of a portion of the 5 year plan was sent to the TO’s on 16Feb12. Comments are requested by 5Mar12. The goal is to issue the final report by the end of March.
· There was some discussion involving the credibility of a $4.40/MMBtu natural gas price. 
· The 2014 UPlan report has been posted.
Eagle Ford Shale Transmission Needs from End User Perspective

· Jim Wade, the COO of Copano Energy, Texas made a presentation to the RPG at the suggestion of Sergio Garza of LCRA to discuss the load and transmission needs in the Eagle Ford shale from a end-user’s perspective. 
· In answer to the concern regarding the longevity of this type of oil and gas processing in the Eagle Ford area and its associated requirement for electricity, Jim responded that Copano has signed 10 and 15 year contracts upstream and downstream of their facility.

· One should use caution in taking Copano’s load and simply multiplying it by 3 or 4 to get an approximation of the load for the entire region. Some plants in this industry use natural gas as an energy source rather than electricity. 
CREZ Shunt Switching

· Study was originally performed by ABB so that TSP’s would have the information they need to specify the breakers they are ordering.
· ERCOT will coordinate a TSP operator meeting to develop voltage control procedures for the CREZ regions.
· John Adams stated that the ERCOT CREZ voltage study models were utilizing the same voltage set-point for the entire year studied. Mike Juricek of Oncor said that in reality they change set points to match the system conditions.
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