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	Comments


STEC strongly supports ERCOT’s efforts to modify the current Protocols to allow for the aggregation of Generation Resources of relatively small size so as to improve ERCOT’s efficiency and the efficiency of Market Participants who own and/or dispatch these Resources. 
STEC offers the comments below to address some minor shortcomings in the proposed language.  The intent of those changes are as follows:

· Increase the aggregation threshold from 10 MW to 20 MW to allow for broader use of this provision

· Modification of Nodal Protocol Sections 4.4.9.2.3(1) and 5.6.1(6) to modify the values used for Reciprocating Engines to a dollars per MW ($/MW) value rather than a fixed dollar value.  This change is intended to address concerns iterated at the PRS meeting of January 19, 2012 that a “one-size fits all” approach to the varying sizes of Reciprocating Engines might not be appropriate.  The modification of these sections is new to the NPRR language.
	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


2.1
DEFINITIONS

Aggregate Generation Resource (see Resource)
Resource

The term is used to refer to both a Generation Resource and a Load Resource.  The term “Resource” used by itself in these Protocols does not include a Non-Modeled Generator.
Generation Resource

A generator capable of providing energy or Ancillary Service to the ERCOT System and is registered with ERCOT as a Generation Resource.  The term “Generation Resource” used by itself in these Protocols does not include a Non-Modeled Generator.

…
Aggregate Generation Resource (AGR)

A Generation Resource that is an aggregation of non-wind generators, each of which is less than 10 MW in output, which share identical operational characteristics and are interconnected at the same Point of Interconnection (POI) and located behind the same Generator Step-Up (GSU) transformer.  
…

2.2
ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS
AGR
Aggregate Generation Resource

4.4.9.2.3
Startup Offer and Minimum-Energy Offer Generic Caps 

(1)
The Resource Category Startup Offer Generic Cap, by applicable Resource category, is determined by the following Operations and Maintenance (O&M) costs by Resource category: 

	Resource Category
	O&M Costs ($)

	Nuclear, coal, lignite and hydro
	7,200

	Combined Cycle Generation Resource with a combustion turbine ≥ 90 MW, as determined by the largest combustion turbine in the Combined Cycle Generation Resource and for each combustion turbine in the Combined Cycle Generation Resource
	6,810 

	Combined Cycle Generation Resource with a combustion turbine < 90 MW, as determined by the largest combustion turbine in the Combined Cycle Generation Resource and for each combustion turbine in the Combined Cycle Generation Resource
	6,810

	Gas steam supercritical boiler
	4,800

	Gas steam reheat boiler 
	3,000

	Gas steam non-reheat or boiler w/o air-preheater 
	2,310

	Simple cycle greater than 90 MW 
	5,000

	Simple cycle less than or equal to 90 MW
	2,300

	Reciprocating Engines
	57.70  ($/MW)

	RMR Resource
	Not Applicable

	Wind generation Resources
	0

	Any Resources not defined above
	0


…
4.6.2.3.1
Day-Ahead Make-Whole Payment

(1)
ERCOT shall pay the QSE a Day-Ahead Make-Whole Payment for an eligible Resource, except that the Day-Ahead Make-Whole RMR Revenue amount is calculated but not paid for any RMR Unit, for each Operating Hour in a DAM-commitment period.  

(2)
Any Ancillary Service Offer cleared for the same Operating Hour, QSE, and Generation Resource as a Three-Part Supply Offer cleared in the DAM shall be included in the calculation of the Day-Ahead Make-Whole Payment.

(3)
The guaranteed cost, energy revenue, and Ancillary Service revenue calculated for each Combined Cycle Generation Resource are each summed for the Combined Cycle Train, and the the Day-Ahead Make-Whole Amount is calculated for the Combined Cycle Train.
(4)
For an Aggregate Generation Resource (AGR), Startup Cost shall be scaled according to the ratio of the maximum number of its generators online during a contiguous block of DAM-committed Intervals, as indicated by telemetry, compared to the total number of generators registered to the AGR and used in the approved verifiable cost for the AGR.
(5)
The Day-Ahead Make-Whole Payment to each QSE for each DAM-committed Generation Resource (excluding RMR Units) is calculated as follows:

DAMWAMT q, p, r, h
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(6)
The Day-Ahead Make-Whole RMR Revenue to each QSE for each DAM-committed RMR Unit is calculated as follows:
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(7)
The Day-Ahead Make-Whole Guaranteed Costs are calculated for each eligible DAM-Committed Generation Resource (including RMR Units) as follows:


For non-Combined Cycle Trains,

DAMGCOST q, p, r
=
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For an AGR,

DAMGCOST q, p, r
=
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Where:

DASUPR q, p, r
 =
Min(DASUO q, p, r, DASUCAP q, p, r)
If ERCOT has approved verifiable Startup Costs

Then:

DASUCAP q, r, s
=
Maxc(AGRRATIO q, p, r ) * verifiable Startup Costs q, r, s
Otherwise:

DASUCAP q, r, s 
= 
RCGSC s


AGRRATIO q, p, r
 =
AGRMAXON q, p, r / AGRTOT q, p, r
For Combined Cycle Trains,

DAMGCOST q, p, r
=
DASUO q, p, r + [image: image11.wmf]h
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(DAMEO q, p, r, h * DALSL q, p, r, h)
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(DAAIEC q, p, r, h * (DAESR q, p, r, h – DALSL q, p, r, h))
(8)
The Day-Ahead Make-Whole Revenue is calculated for each DAM-Committed Generation Resource (including RMR Units) as follows:

DAEREV q, p, r, h

=
(-1) * DASPP p, h * DAESR q, p, r, h

DAASREV q, r, h 

=
((-1) * MCPCRU DAM, h * PCRUR r, q, DAM, h) 



+ ((-1) * MCPCRD DAM, h  * PCRDR r, q,DAM, h) 



+ ((-1) * MCPCRR DAM, h  * PCRRR r, q,DAM, h) 



+((-1) * MCPCNS DAM, h  * PCNSR r, q,DAM, h)  
The above variables are defined as follows:

	Variable
	Unit
	Definition

	DAMWAMT q, p, r, h
	$
	Day-Ahead Make-Whole Payment per QSE per Settlement Point per Resource per hour(The payment to QSE q to make-whole the Startup Cost and energy cost of Resource r committed in the DAM at Resource Node p for the hour h.  When a Combined Cycle Generation Resource is committed in the DAM, payment is made to the Combined Cycle Train for the DAM-committed Combined Cycle Generation Resource.

	DAMWRMRREV q, p, r, h
	$
	Day-Ahead Make-Whole RMR Revenue per QSE per Settlement Point per RMR Resource per hour(The revenue calculated but not paid to QSE q to make-whole the Startup Cost and energy cost of the RMR Resource r committed in the DAM at Resource Node p for the hour h.  When a Combined Cycle Generation Resource that is an RMR Resource is committed in the DAM, revenue is calculated for the Combined Cycle Train for the Combined Cycle Generation Resource.

	DAMGCOST q, p, r
	$
	Day-Ahead Market Guaranteed Amount per QSE per Settlement Point per Resource(The sum of the Startup Cost and the operating energy costs of the DAM-committed Resource r at Resource Node p represented by QSE q, for the DAM-commitment period.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train. 

	DAEREV q, p, r, h
	$
	Day-Ahead Energy Revenue per QSE per Settlement Point per Resource by hour(The revenue received in the DAM for Resource r at Resource Node p represented by QSE q, based on the DAM Settlement Point Price, for the hour h.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	DAASREV q, r, h
	$
	Day-Ahead Ancillary Service Revenue per QSE per Resource by hour(The revenue received in the DAM for Resource r represented by QSE q, based on the Market Clearing Price for Capacity (MCPC) for each Ancillary Service in the DAM, for the hour h.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	DASPP p, h
	$/MWh
	Day-Ahead Settlement Point Price by Settlement Point by hour(The DAM Settlement Point Price at Resource Node p for the hour h.

	DAESR q, p, r, h
	MW
	Day-Ahead Energy Sale from Resource per QSE by Settlement Point per Resource by hour(The amount of energy cleared through Three-Part Supply Offers in the DAM for Resource r at Resource Node p represented by QSE q for the hour h.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	DASUPR q, p, r
	$/MWh
	Day-Ahead Startup Price per QSE per Settlement Point per Resource—The derived Startup Price for an AGR r at Resource Node p represented by QSE q, for the first hour of the DAM-commitment period.

	DASUCAP q, r, s
	$/MWh
	Day-Ahead Startup Cap per QSE per Settlement Point per Resource —The amount used for AGR r as Startup Costs.  The cap is the RCGSC unless ERCOT has approved verifiable unit-specific Startup Costs for that Resource, in which case the startup cap is the scaled verifiable unit-specific Startup Cost.  See Section 5.6.1, Verifiable Costs, for more information on verifiable costs. 

	PCRUR r, q, DAM, h
	MW
	Procured Capacity for Reg-Up from Resource per Resource per QSE per hour in DAM—The Regulation Up (Reg-Up) capacity quantity awarded to QSE q in the DAM for Resource r for the hour h.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	MCPCRU DAM, h
	$/MW per hour
	Market Clearing Price for Capacity for Reg-Up per hour in DAM—The DAM MCPC for Reg-Up for the hour h.

	PCRDR r, q, DAM, h
	MW
	Procured Capacity for Reg-Down from Resource per Resource per QSE per hour in DAM—The Regulation Down (Reg-Down) capacity quantity awarded to QSE q in the DAM for Resource r for the hour h.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	MCPCRD DAM, h
	$/MW per hour
	Market Clearing Price for Capacity for Reg-Down per hour in DAM—The DAM MCPC for Reg-Down for the hour h.

	PCRRR r, q, DAM, h
	MW
	Procured Capacity for Responsive Reserve from Resource per Resource per QSE per hour in DAM—The Responsive Reserve capacity quantity awarded to QSE q in the DAM for Resource r for the hour h.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	MCPCRR DAM, h
	$/MW per hour
	Market Clearing Price for Capacity for Responsive Reserve per hour in DAM—The DAM MCPC for Responsive Reserve for the hour h.

	PCNSR r, q, DAM, h
	MW
	Procured Capacity for Non-Spin from Resource per Resource per QSE per hour in DAM—The Non-Spin capacity quantity awarded to QSE q in the DAM for Resource r for the hour h.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	MCPCNS DAM, h
	$/MW per hour
	Market Clearing Price for Capacity for Non-Spin per hour in DAM—The DAM MCPC for Non-Spin for the hour h.

	DASUO q, p, r
	$/start
	Day-Ahead Startup Offer per QSE per Settlement Point per Resource—The Startup Offer included in the Three-Part Supply Offer submitted in the DAM associated with Resource r at Resource Node p represented by QSE q, for the first hour of the DAM-commitment period.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	AGRRATIO q, p, r
	none
	Aggregate Generation Resource Ratio per QSE per Settlement Point per Aggregate Generation Resource– A value which represents the ratio of the maximum number of generators online in an hour, as indicated by telemetry, compared to the total number of generators registered to the AGR and used in the approved verifiable cost for the AGR. The value is only applicable if the Resource is an AGR.

	AGRMAXON q, p, r
	none
	Aggregate Generation Resource Maximum Online per QSE per Settlement Point per Aggregate Generation Resource–The maximum number of generators online during an hour, as indicated by telemetry. The value is only applicable if the Resource is an AGR.

	AGRTOT q, p, r
	none
	Aggregate Generation Resource Total per QSE per Settlement Point per Aggregate Generation Resource– The total number of generators registered to the AGR and used in the approved Verifiable Cost for the Aggregated Generation Resource. The value is only applicable if the Resource is an AGR.

	RCGSCs
	$/Start
	Resource Category Generic Startup Cost—The Resource Category Generic Startup Cost cap for the category of the Resource, according to Section 4.4.9.2.3, Startup Offer and Minimum-Energy Offer Generic Caps, for the Operating Day.

	DAMEO q, p, r, h
	$/MWh
	Day-Ahead Minimum-Energy Offer per QSE per Settlement Point per Resource per hour—The Minimum-Energy Offer included in the Three-Part Supply Offer submitted in the DAM associated with Resource r at Resource Node p represented by QSE q, for the hour h.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	DALSL q, p, r, h
	MW
	Day-Ahead Low Sustained Limit per QSE per Settlement Point per Resource per hour(The Low Sustained Limit (LSL) of Resource r at Resource Node p represented by QSE q, for the hour h as seen in the 1000 Day-Ahead snapshot.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	DAAIEC q, p, r h
	$/MWh
	Day-Ahead Average Incremental Energy Cost per QSE per Settlement Point per Resource per hour(The average incremental energy cost, calculated according to the Energy Offer Curve capped by the generic energy price, for the output levels between the DAESR and the LSL of Resource r at Resource Node p represented by QSE q, for the hour h.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	q
	none
	A QSE.

	p
	none
	A Resource Node Settlement Point.

	r
	none
	A DAM-committed Generation Resource.

	h
	none
	An hour in the DAM-commitment period.

	afterCCGR
	none
	The Combined Cycle Generation Resource to which a Combined Cycle Train transitions.

	c
	none
	A contiguous block of DAM–committed hours.

	beforeCCGR
	none
	The Combined Cycle Generation Resource from which a Combined Cycle Train transitions.


(9)
The calculation of the Day-Ahead Average Incremental Energy Cost for each Resource for each hour is illustrated with the picture below, where Pcap is the Energy Offer Curve Cap.  The method to calculate such cost is described in Section 4.6.5, Calculation of “Average Incremental Energy Cost” (AIEC).

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



(10)
The total of the Day-Ahead Make-Whole Payments to each QSE for non-RMR Generation Resources for a given hour is calculated as follows:

DAMWAMTQSETOT q
=
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DAMWAMT q, p, r
The above variables are defined as follows:

	Variable
	Unit
	Definition

	DAMWAMTQSETOT q
	$
	Day-Ahead Make-Whole Payment QSE Total per QSE(The total of the Day-Ahead Make-Whole Payments to QSE q for the DAM-committed non-RMR Generation Resources represented by this QSE for the hour.

	DAMWAMT q, p, r
	$
	Day-Ahead Make-Whole Payment per QSE per Settlement Point per Resource(The payment to QSE q to make-whole the Startup Cost and energy cost of Resource r committed in the DAM at Resource Node p for the hour.  When a Combined Cycle Generation Resource is committed in the DAM, payment is made to the Combined Cycle Train for the DAM-committed Combined Cycle Generation Resource.

	q
	none
	A QSE.

	p
	none
	A Settlement Point.

	r
	none
	A DAM-committed non-RMR Generation Resource.




(11)
The total of the Day-Ahead Make-Whole RMR Revenue for each QSE for RMR Units for a given hour is calculated as follows:

DAMWRMRREVQSETOT q
=
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DAMWRMRREV q, p, r
The above variables are defined as follows:

	Variable
	Unit
	Definition

	DAMWRMRREVQSETOT q
	$
	Day-Ahead Make-Whole RMR Revenue QSE Total per QSE(The total of the Day-Ahead Make-Whole Revenue calculated for QSE q for DAM-committed RMR Units represented by this QSE for the hour.

	DAMWRMRREV q, p, r,
	$
	Day-Ahead Make-Whole RMR Revenue per QSE per Settlement Point per RMR Resource per hour—The revenue calculated but not paid to QSE q to make-whole the Startup Cost and energy cost of the RMR Resource r committed in the DAM at Resource Node p for the hour.  When a Combined Cycle Generation Resource that is an RMR Resource is committed in the DAM, revenue is calculated for the Combined Cycle

	q
	none
	A QSE.

	p
	none
	A Settlement Point.

	r
	none
	A DAM-committed RMR Unit.


5.6.1
Verifiable Costs

(1)
The Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) is responsible for submitting verifiable costs unless both the QSE and Resource Entity agree that the Resource Entity will have this responsibility, in which case both the QSE and Resource Entity shall submit an affidavit to ERCOT stating this arrangement.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, QSEs that submit Power Purchase or Tolling Agreements (PPAs) do not have the option of allowing Resource Entities to file verifiable costs.

(2)
Make-Whole Payments for a Resource are based on the Startup Offers and Minimum-Energy Offers for the Resource, limited by caps.  Until ERCOT approves verifiable unit-specific costs for that Resource, the caps are the Resource Category Startup Generic Cap and the Resource Category Minimum-Energy Generic Cap.  When ERCOT approves verifiable unit-specific costs for that Resource the caps are those verifiable unit-specific costs.  A QSE or Resource Entity may file verifiable unit-specific costs for a Resource at any time, but it must file those costs no later than 30 days after five Reliability Unit Commitment (RUC) events for that Resource in a calendar year.  A RUC event begins when a Resource receives a RUC instruction to come or stay On-Line and ends the later of when the Resource shuts down or the end of the Operating Day.  The most recent ERCOT-approved verifiable costs must be used going forward. 

(3)
These unit-specific verifiable costs may include and are limited to the following average incremental costs:

(a)
Allocation of maintenance requirements based on number of starts between maintenance events using, at the option of the QSE or Resource Entity, either:

(i)
Manufacturer-recommended maintenance schedule; 

(ii)
Historical data for the unit and actual maintenance practices; or

(iii)
Another method approved in advance by ERCOT in writing;

(b)
Startup fuel calculations based on recorded actual measured flows when the data is available or based on averages of historical flows for similar starts (for example, hot, cold, intermediate) when actual data is not available.  Startup fuel will include filing separately the startup fuel required to reach breaker close and fuel after breaker close to Low Sustained Limit (LSL).  Any fuel required to shutdown a Resource will be submitted as the fuel from breaker open to shutdown;

(c)
Operation costs;

(d)
Chemical costs;

(e)
Water costs; 

(f)
Emission credits; and

(g)
Nodal Implementation Surcharges (NISs). 

(4)
Standard Operations and Maintenance (O&M) costs pursuant to paragraph (6) below may be used in lieu of the incremental O&M costs set forth in items (3)(a), (c), (d) and (e) above. 

(5)
These unit-specific verifiable costs may not include:

(a)
Fixed costs, which are any cost that is incurred regardless of whether the unit is deployed or not; and

(b)
Costs for which the QSE or Resource Entity cannot provide sufficient documentation for ERCOT to verify the costs.

(6)
At their election, QSEs or Resource Entities may receive standard O&M costs for both startup and minimum energy.  This election may be made by submitting an election form to ERCOT.  If a QSE or Resource has received final approval for actual verifiable O&M costs under the verifiable cost process, it may not elect to receive standard O&M costs.  

(a)
Until December 31, 2011, standard O&M costs are defined as follows:

	Resource Category

Start Year = 2009
	Cold Startup ($/start)
	Intermediate Startup ($/start)
	Hot Startup ($/start)
	Variable O&M ($/MWh)

	Aeroderivative simple cycle commissioned after 1996
	1,000.00
	1,000.00
	1,000.00
	3.94

	Reciprocating Engine
	487.00
	487.00
	487.00
	5.09

	Simple cycle ≤ 90 MW
	2,300.00
	2,300.00
	2,300.00
	3.94

	Simple cycle ≥ 90 MW
	5,000.00
	5,000.00
	5,000.00
	3.94

	Combined cycle:  for each  Combined-Cycle Configuration, the Startup Cost for that configuration is the sum of the Startup Costs for each unit within that configuration as follows:
	
	
	
	3.19

	Combustion turbine < 90 MW
	2,300.00
	2,300.00
	2,300.00
	

	Combustion turbine ≥ 90 MW
	5,000.00
	5,000.00
	5,000.00
	

	Steam turbine
	3,000.00
	2,250.00
	1,250.00
	

	Gas-steam non-reheat boiler
	2,310.00
	1,732.50
	866.25
	7.08

	Gas-steam reheat boiler
	3,000.00
	2,250.00
	1,125.00
	7.08

	Gas-steam supercritical boiler
	4,800.00
	3,600.00
	1,800.00
	7.08

	Nuclear, coal, lignite and hydro
	7,200.00
	5,400.00
	2,700.00
	5.02

	Renewable
	Not Applicable
	Not Applicable
	Not Applicable
	5.50


(b)
For the period beginning January 1, 2012 and ending December 31, 2012, standard O&M costs shall be reduced by 10% from the levels specified in the table in paragraph (a) above as follows:
	Resource Category
	Cold Startup ($/start)
	Intermediate Startup ($/start)
	Hot Startup ($/start)
	Variable O&M ($/MWh)

	Start Year = 2009
	
	
	
	

	Aeroderivative simple cycle commissioned after 1996
	900.00
	900.00
	900.00
	3.55

	Reciprocating Engine
	51.93 ($/MW)
	51.93 ($/MW)
	51.93 ($/MW)
	4.58

	Simple cycle ≤ 90 MW
	2,070.00
	2,070.00
	2,070.00
	3.55

	Simple cycle ≥ 90 MW
	4,500.00
	4,500.00
	4,500.00
	3.55

	Combined cycle:  for each  Combined-Cycle Configuration, the Startup Cost for that configuration is the sum of the Startup Costs for each unit within that configuration as follows:
	
	
	
	2.87

	Combustion turbine < 90 MW
	2,070.00
	2,070.00
	2,070.00
	

	Combustion turbine ≥ 90 MW
	4,500.00
	4,500.00
	4,500.00
	

	Steam turbine
	2,700.00
	2,025.00
	1,125.00
	

	Gas-steam non-reheat boiler
	2,079.00
	1,559.25
	779.63
	6.37

	Gas-steam reheat boiler
	2,700.00
	2,025.00
	1,012.50
	6.37

	Gas-steam supercritical boiler
	4,320.00
	3,240.00
	1,620.00
	6.37

	Nuclear, coal, lignite and hydro
	6,480.00
	4,860.00
	2,430.00
	4.52

	Renewable
	Not Applicable
	Not Applicable
	Not Applicable
	4.95


(c)
Beginning January 1, 2013 and going forward, standard O&M costs shall be reduced by 20% from the levels specified in the table in paragraph (a) above as follows:
	Resource Category
	Cold Startup ($/start)
	Intermediate Startup ($/start)
	Hot Startup ($/start)
	Variable O&M ($/MWh)

	Start Year = 2009
	
	
	
	

	Aeroderivative simple cycle commissioned after 1996
	800.00
	800.00
	800.00
	3.15

	Reciprocating Engine
	46.16 ($/MW)
	46.16 ($/MW)
	46.16 ($/MW)
	4.07

	Simple cycle ≤ 90 MW
	1,840.00
	1,840.00
	1,840.00
	3.15

	Simple cycle ≥ 90 MW
	4,000.00
	4,000.00
	4,000.00
	3.15

	Combined cycle:  for each  Combined-Cycle Configuration, the Startup Cost for that configuration is the sum of the Startup Costs for each unit within that configuration as follows:
	 
	 
	 
	2.55

	Combustion turbine < 90 MW
	1,840.00
	1,840.00
	1,840.00
	 

	Combustion turbine ≥ 90 MW
	4,000.00
	4,000.00
	4,000.00
	 

	Steam turbine
	2,400.00
	1,800.00
	1,000.00
	 

	Gas-steam non-reheat boiler
	1,848.00
	1,386.00
	693.00
	5.66

	Gas-steam reheat boiler
	2,400.00
	1,800.00
	900.00
	5.66

	Gas-steam supercritical boiler
	3,840.00
	2,880.00
	1,440.00
	5.66

	Nuclear, coal, lignite and hydro
	5,760.00
	4,320.00
	2,160.00
	4.02

	Renewable
	Not Applicable
	Not Applicable
	Not Applicable
	4.40


(d)
If the QSE or Resource Entity chooses to utilize the standard O&M costs for O&M, standard O&M costs will be used by ERCOT going forward until either:

(i)
Verifiable variable O&M costs are filed; or 

(ii)
ERCOT notifies the QSE or Resource Entity to update its verifiable costs as set forth in either paragraph (10) or (11) below.  If a Resource is receiving standard O&M costs, it may reelect standard O&M costs when resubmitting verifiable costs.

(7)
When submitting verifiable costs for combined cycle Resources, the QSE or Resource Entity must elect standard O&M costs for all Combined-Cycle Configurations or verifiable costs for all Combined-Cycle Configurations within the combined cycle train.  

(8)
QSEs submitting PPAs as Resource-specific verifiable costs documentation are subject to the guidelines detailed below and in the Verifiable Cost Manual.

(a)
Only QSEs offering Three-Part Supply Offers for a specific Resource may submit a PPA as verifiable costs documentation.

(b)
A QSE submitting a PPA as verifiable costs documentation must represent 100% of the Resource’s capacity.  

(c)
Only PPAs:  

(i) 
Signed prior to July 16, 2008; and 

(ii) 
Not between Affiliates, subsidiaries or partners will be accepted as verifiable cost documentation.

(d)
Verifiable costs for PPAs shall be capped at the level of the highest comparable Resource (referred to as the reference Resource) specific verifiable costs approved by ERCOT without a PPA.  The ERCOT approved verifiable costs for a PPA shall be equal to the lesser of:  

(i)
The cap as described in paragraph (d) above; and 

(ii)
The costs from the PPA.

(e)
ERCOT shall use the Resource actual fuel costs submitted by the QSE for startup and operation at minimum-energy level (LSL), and shall use the Resource Category Startup Offer Generic Costs as the cap for the O&M portion of the Startup Costs until ERCOT receives and approves comparable Resource specific verifiable costs.  

(f)
PPAs will no longer be accepted as verifiable cost documentation after the primary term of the contract expires. 

(g)
ERCOT shall produce a report each April that provides the percentage of RUC Make-Whole Payments for Resources with PPAs during the 12 months of the previous calendar year.  The report shall be based on the final Settlements and include the total number of Resources that used a PPA for their most recent verifiable cost submission that was approved by ERCOT.  ERCOT shall present the results of this study to the appropriate Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) subcommittee.

(h)
Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Section 5.6.1, QSEs representing PPAs may, at any time, submit data from a Resource as verifiable costs documentation and such documentation will be accepted for consideration by ERCOT.  A QSE submitting verifiable costs documentation pursuant to this paragraph shall not be required to submit a PPA to ERCOT for consideration for verifiable cost recovery.
(9)
The process for determining the verifiable actual costs must be developed by ERCOT, approved by the appropriate TAC subcommittee, and posted to the ERCOT website within one Business Day after initial approval and after each approved change.

(10)
ERCOT shall notify a QSE to update verifiable cost data of a Resource when the Resource has received more than 50 RUC instructions meeting the criteria in Section 5.6.2, RUC Startup Cost Eligibility, in a year, but ERCOT may not request an update more frequently than annually.

(11)
ERCOT shall notify a QSE to update verifiable cost data of a Resource if at least five years have passed since ERCOT previously approved verifiable cost data for that Resource. 

(12)
Within 30 days after receiving an update Notice from ERCOT under either paragraph (10) or (11) above, a QSE or Resource Entity must submit verifiable cost data for the Resource.  Despite the provisions in paragraph (2) above, if the QSE or Resource Entity does not submit verifiable cost data within 30 days after receiving an update Notice, then, for all Operating Days until updated verifiable costs are approved, ERCOT shall determine payment using the lower of:

(a)
Resource Category Startup Generic and Resource Category Minimum-Energy Generic Caps; and 

(b)
Current ERCOT-approved verifiable startup and minimum-energy costs.

(13)
Resource Entities that represent Reliability Must-Run (RMR) Resources shall submit to ERCOT, Startup and variable O&M Cost estimates to be used by ERCOT as proxies for verifiable Startup Cost and minimum-energy verifiable cost and for Settlement.  The ERCOT-approved verifiable Startup Cost estimate will equal the startup fuel estimate times the sum of the appropriate Fuel Index Price (FIP) or Fuel Oil Price (FOP) and the fuel adder, plus the startup O&M.  The ERCOT-approved minimum-energy verifiable cost estimate will equal the heat rate from the RMR Agreement contract times the sum of the appropriate FIP or FOP and the fuel adder, plus the variable O&M.  The O&M cost estimates shall be revised monthly to be consistent with the latest actual costs for the RMR Unit submitted in accordance with Section 3.14.1.12, Reporting Actual Eligible Cost.  The O&M values will be effective until updated costs have been submitted to ERCOT.
5.7.1.1
RUC Guarantee

(1)
The allowable Startup Costs and minimum-energy costs of a Resource committed by RUC is the RUC Guarantee.  The RUC Guarantee minimum-energy costs are prorated according to the actual generation when the Resource’s average output during a 15-minute Settlement Interval is below the corresponding LSL.

(2)
The SUPR, MEPR and LSL used to calculate the RUC Guarantee for a Combined Cycle Train are the SUPR, MEPR and LSL that correspond to the Combined Cycle Generation Resource, within the Combined Cycle Train, that is RUC-committed for the hour.
(3)
 For an Aggregate Generation Resource (AGR), the Startup Cost shall be scaled according to the maximum number of its generators online during a contiguous block of RUC-committed intervals, as indicated by telemetry, compared to the total number of generators registered to the AGR and used in the approved verifiable cost for the AGR.
 (4)
The RUC Guarantee is calculated for non-Combined Cycle Trains as follows: 
RUCGq,r,d
=
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(MEPRq,r,i * Min ((LSLq,r,i * (¼)), RTMGq,r,i))

(5)
The RUC Guarantee is calculated for Combined Cycle Trains as follows:

RUCGq,r,d
=
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(a)
If a Combined Cycle Train transitions to a RUC-committed configuration from a QSE-committed or other RUC-committed configuration, the transition is calculated as follows:

MAX (0, SUPRafterCCGR – SUPRbeforeCCGR)
(b)
If a Combined Cycle Train transitions to a QSE-committed configuration from a RUC-committed configuration, the transition is calculated as follows:

MAX (0, SUPRbeforeCCGR – SUPRafterCCGR)
(6)
If a validated Three-Part Supply Offer has been submitted for a Resource for the RUC, then the RUC Guarantee for that Resource is based on the Startup Offer and Minimum-Energy Offer in that validated Three-Part Supply Offer.  If a validated Three-Part Supply Offer has not been submitted for a Resource for the RUC and ERCOT has not yet approved verifiable unit-specific costs for the Resource, then the RUC Guarantee for a Resource is based on the Resource Category Startup Generic Cap and the Resource Category Minimum-Energy Generic Cap.  If a validated Three-Part Supply Offer has not been submitted for a Resource for the RUC and ERCOT has approved verifiable unit-specific costs for the Resource, then the RUC Guarantee for a Resource is based on the most recent ERCOT-approved verifiable unit-specific costs for that Resource.

For a Resource which is not an AGR,
(a)
If the QSE submitted a validated Three-Part Supply Offer, 
Then, 

SUPRq,r,s
=
SUOq,r,s



MEPRq,r,i
=
MEOq,r,i

Otherwise, 
SUPRq,r,s 
= 
SUCAPq,r,s



MEPRq,r,i 
= 
MECAPq,r,i
(b)
If ERCOT has approved verifiable Startup Costs and minimum-energy costs for the Resource,

Then, 

SUCAP q, r, s
=
verifiable Startup Costs q, r, s



MECAPq,r,i
=
verifiable minimum-energy costs q, r, i

Otherwise, 
SUCAP q, r, s 
= 
RCGSC s



MECAP q, r, i
= 
RCGMEC i
For AGRs,

(a)
If the QSE submitted a validated Three-Part Supply Offer, 
Then, 

SUPRq,r,s
=
Min(SUOq,r,s, SUCAPq,r,s)



MEPRq,r,i
=
MEOq,r,i

Otherwise, 
SUPRq,r,s 
= 
SUCAPq,r,s



MEPRq,r,i 
= 
MECAPq,r,i
(b)
If ERCOT has approved verifiable Startup Costs and minimum-energy costs for the Resource,

Then, 

SUCAP q, r, s
=
Maxc (AGRRATIO q, p, r ) * verifiable Startup Costs q, r, s



MECAPq,r,i
=
verifiable minimum-energy costs q, r, i

Otherwise, 
SUCAP q, r, s 
= 
RCGSC s



MECAP q, r, i
= 
RCGMEC i

AGRRATIO q, p, r
 =
AGRMAXON q, p, r / AGRTOT q, p, r
The above variables are defined as follows:
	Variable
	Unit
	Definition

	RUCGq,r,d
	$
	RUC Guarantee—The sum of eligible Startup Costs and minimum-energy costs for Resource r during all RUC-Committed Hours, for the Operating Day.  When one or more Combined Cycle Generation Resources are committed by RUC, guaranteed costs are calculated for the Combined Cycle Train for all RUC-committed Combined Cycle Generation Resources.

	SUPRq,r,s
	$/Start
	Startup Price per start—The settlement price for Resource r for the start s.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	SUOq,r,s
	$/Start
	Startup Offer per start—Represents an offer for all costs incurred by Generation Resource r in starting up and reaching the Resource’s LSL, minus the average energy produced during the time period between breaker close and LSL multiplied by the heat rate proxy multiplied by the appropriate Fuel Index Price (FIP) or Fuel Oil Price (FOP), as described in the Verifiable Cost Manual.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	SUCAPq,r,s
	$/Start
	Startup Cap—The amount used for Resource r as Startup Costs if the QSE did not submit a validated Three-Part Supply Offer.  The cap is the RCGSC unless ERCOT has approved verifiable unit-specific Startup Costs for that Resource, in which case the startup cap is the verifiable unit-specific Startup Cost.  See Section 5.6.1, Verifiable Costs, for more information on verifiable costs.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	AGRRATIO q, p, r
	none
	Aggregate Generation Resource Ratio per QSE per Settlement Point per Aggregate Generation Resource– A value which represents the ratio of the maximum number of generators online during an hour, as indicated by telemetry, compared to the total number of generators registered to the AGR and used in the approved verifiable cost for the AGR. The value is only applicable if the Resource is an AGR.

	AGRMAXON q, p, r
	none
	Aggregate Generation Resource Maximum Online per QSE per Settlement Point per Aggregate Generation Resource–The maximum number of generators online during an hour, as indicated by telemetry. The value is only applicable if the Resource is an AGR.

	AGRTOT q, p, r
	none
	Aggregate Generation Resource Total per QSE per Settlement Point per Aggregate Generation Resource– The total number of generators registered to the AGR and used in the approved verifiable cost for the AGR. The value is only applicable if the Resource is an AGR.

	RCGSCs
	$/Start
	Resource Category Generic Startup Cost—The Resource Category Generic Startup Cost cap for the category of the Resource, according to Section 4.4.9.2.3, Startup Offer and Minimum-Energy Offer Generic Caps, for the Operating Day.

	RUCSUFLAGq,r,s
	none
	RUC Startup Flag—The flag that indicates whether or not the start s for Resource r is eligible for RUC Make-Whole Payment.  Its value is one if eligible; otherwise, zero.  See Section 5.6.2, RUC Startup Cost Eligibility, and Section 5.6.3, Forced Outage of RUC-Committed Resource, for more information on startup eligibility.  For a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r must be one of the registered Combined Cycle Generation Resources within the Combined Cycle Train.  When one or more Combined Cycle Generation Resources are committed by RUC, the RUC Startup Flag is calculated for the Combined Cycle Train for all RUC-committed Combined Cycle Generation Resources.

	MEPRq,r,i
	$/MWh
	Minimum-Energy Price—The settlement price for Resource r for minimum energy for the Settlement Interval i.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	MEOq,r,i
	$/MWh
	Minimum-Energy Offer—Represents an offer for the costs incurred by Resource r in producing energy at the Resource’s LSL for the Settlement Interval i.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	MECAPq,r,i
	$/MWh
	Minimum-Energy Cap—The amount used for Resource r for minimum-energy costs if the QSE did not submit a validated Three-Part Supply Offer.  The cap is the RCGMEC unless ERCOT has approved verifiable unit-specific minimum energy costs for that Resource, in which case the Minimum-Energy Cap is the verifiable unit-specific minimum energy cost.  See Section 5.6.1 for more information on verifiable costs.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	RCGMECi
	$/MWh
	Resource Category Generic Minimum-Energy Cost—The Resource Category Generic Minimum Energy Cost cap for the category of the Resource, according to Section 4.4.9.2.3, for the Operating Day.

	RTMGq,r,i
	MWh
	Real-Time Metered Generation—The Resource r’s metered generation for the Settlement Interval i.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is the Combined Cycle Train.

	LSLq,r,i
	MW
	Low Sustained Limit—The LSL of Generation Resource r represented by QSE q for the hour that includes the Settlement Interval i, as submitted in the Current Operating Plan (COP).  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.  

	q
	none
	A QSE.

	r
	none
	A RUC-committed Generation Resource.

	d
	none
	An Operating Day containing the RUC-commitment.

	i
	none
	A 15-minute Settlement Interval within the hour that includes a RUC-commitment.

	s
	none
	A start that is eligible to have its costs included in the RUC Guarantee.

	t
	none
	A transition that is eligible to have its costs included in the RUC Guarantee.

	c
	none
	A contiguous block of RUC–Committed Hours.

	afterCCGR
	none
	The Combined Cycle Generation Resource to which a Combined Cycle Train transitions.

	beforeCCGR
	none
	The Combined Cycle Generation Resource from which a Combined Cycle Train transitions.


5.7.3
Payment When ERCOT Decommits a QSE-Committed Resource 

(1)
If ERCOT decommits a QSE-committed Resource during the RUC process earlier than its scheduled shutdown within the Operating Day, then no compensation is due to the affected QSE from ERCOT. 

(2)
If ERCOT decommits a QSE committed Resource that is not scheduled to shutdown within the Operating Day, then ERCOT shall pay the affected QSE an amount as calculated below for the hours of decommitment.  The number of continuous decommitted hours used in the calculation are the hours beginning with the first decommitted hour until the earlier of: 

(a)
The hour ERCOT determines that the Resource may again be at LSL; and 

(b)
The end of the last hour of the Operating Day.  

(3)
If ERCOT decommits a QSE-committed Resource not scheduled to shutdown within the Operating Day, and the decommitment period spans more than one Operating Day, the RUC Decommitment Payment Amount shall be calculated and paid in the Operating Day in which the RUC decommitment originated.  The number of continuous decommitted hours used in the calculation are the hours beginning with the first decommitted hour until the end of the last hour of the Operating Day in which the RUC decommitment originated.

(4)
The payment for a RUC Cancellation instruction for a Resource is settled for each hour through an adjustment in the RUC Decommitment Payment Amount as shown in paragraph (7) below.

(5)
ERCOT shall produce a report each April that provides the percentage of the RUC Decommitment Payment Amounts that are a result of RUC cancellations during the 12 months of the previous calendar year.  The report shall be based on the Final Settlements.  ERCOT shall present the results of this study to the appropriate Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) subcommittee. 

(6)
The SUPR, MEPR and LSL used to calculate payment when ERCOT decommits a QSE-committed Combined Cycle Train is the SUPR, MEPR and LSL that corresponds to the Combined Cycle Generation Resource, within the Combined Cycle Train, that is RUC-decommitted in the first hour of a contiguous decommitted period.
 (7)
The payment for a RUC decommitment instruction for a Resource, including RMR Units, is calculated for each hour as follows:
RUCDCAMTq,r,h
=
(-1) * Max (0, (SUPRq,r,s - [image: image23.wmf]i

S

(Max (0, MEPRq,r,i - RTSPPp,i) * (LSLq,r,i * (¼))))) / NCDCHRq,r,h  

Where:
For a Resource which is not an AGR,

If the QSE submitted a validated Three-Part Supply Offer for the Resource, 

Then, 

SUPRq,r,s
=
SUOq,r,s


MEPRq,r,i
=
MEOq,r,i
Otherwise, 
SUPRq,r,s 
= 
SUCAPq,r,s


MEPRq,r,i 
= 
MECAPq,r,i
If ERCOT has approved verifiable Startup Costs and minimum-energy costs for the Resource,

Then, 

SUCAPq,r,s
=
verifiable Startup Costsq,r,s


MECAPq,r,i
=
verifiable minimum-energy costsq,r,i
Otherwise, 
SUCAPq,r,s 
= 
RCGSCs


MECAPq,r,i
= 
RCGMECi
For AGRs,

If the QSE submitted a validated Three-Part Supply Offer, 
Then, 

SUPRq,r,s
=
Min(SUOq,r,s, SUCAPq,r,s)




MEPRq,r,i
=
MEOq,r,i

Otherwise, 
SUPRq,r,s 
= 
SUCAPq,r,s



MEPRq,r,i 
= 
MECAPq,r,i
If ERCOT has approved verifiable Startup Costs and minimum-energy costs for the Resource,

Then, 

SUCAP q, r, s
=
Maxc (AGRRATIO q, p, r ) * verifiable Startup Costs q, r, s



MECAPq,r,i
=
verifiable minimum-energy costs q, r, i

Otherwise, 
SUCAP q, r, s 
= 
RCGSC s



MECAP q, r, i
= 
RCGMEC i

AGRRATIO q, p, r
 =
AGRMAXON q, p, r / AGRTOT q, p, r
The above variables are defined as follows:

	Variable
	Unit
	Definition

	RUCDCAMTq,r,h
	$
	RUC Decommitment Payment Amount—The payment to the QSE for the Resource that was decommitted by ERCOT but that was not scheduled to shut down in the Operating Day, for each decommited hour of the Operating Day.  When one or more Combined Cycle Generation Resources are decommitted by RUC, payment is made to the Combined Cycle Train for all RUC-decommitted Combined Cycle Generation Resources.

	SUPRq,r,s 
	$/Start
	Startup Price per start—The settlement price for Resource r for the start s.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	SUOq,r,s
	$/Start
	Startup Offer per start—Represents an offer for all costs incurred by Generation Resource r in starting up and reaching the Resource’s LSL, minus the average energy produced during the time period between breaker close and LSL multiplied by the heat rate proxy multiplied by the appropriate FIP or FOP, as described in the Verifiable Cost Manual.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.  

	SUCAPq,r,s
	$/Start
	Startup Cap—The amount used for Resource r as Startup Costs if the QSE did not submit a validated Three-Part Supply Offer.  The cap is the RCGSC unless ERCOT has approved verifiable unit-specific Startup Costs for that Resource, in which case the Startup Cap is the verifiable unit-specific Startup Cost.  See Section 5.6.1, Verifiable Costs, for more information on verifiable costs.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	AGRRATIO q, p, r
	none
	Aggregate Generation Resource Ratio per QSE per Settlement Point per Aggregate Generation Resource– A value which represents the ratio of the maximum number of generators online during an hour, as indicated by telemetry, compared to the total number of generators registered to the AGR and used in the approved verifiable cost for the Aggregated Generation Resource. The value is only applicable if the Resource is an AGR.

	AGRMAXON q, p, r
	none
	Aggregate Generation Resource Maximum Online per QSE per Settlement Point per Aggregate Generation Resource–The maximum number of generators online during an hour, as indicated by telemetry. The value is only applicable if the Resource is an AGR.

	AGRTOT q, p, r
	none
	Aggregate Generation Resource Total per QSE per Settlement Point per Aggregate Generation Resource– The total number of generators registered to the AGR and used in the approved verifiable cost for the AGR. The value is only applicable if the Resource is an AGR.

	RCGSCs
	$/Start
	Resource Category Generic Startup Cost—The Resource Category Startup Offer Generic Cap cost for the category of the Resource, according to Section 4.4.9.2.3, Startup Offer and Minimum-Energy Offer Generic Caps, for the Operating Day.

	MEPRq,r,i
	$/MWh
	Minimum-Energy Price—The settlement price for Resource r for minimum energy for the Settlement Interval i.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	MEOq,r,i
	$/MWh
	Minimum-Energy Offer—Represents an offer for the costs incurred by Resource r in producing energy at the Resource’s LSL for the Settlement Interval i.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	MECAPq,r,i
	$/MWh
	Minimum-Energy Cap—The amount used for Resource r for minimum-energy costs if the QSE did not submit a validated Three-Part Supply Offer.  The cap is the RCGMEC unless ERCOT has approved verifiable unit-specific minimum energy costs for that Resource, in which case the Minimum-Energy Cap is the verifiable unit-specific minimum energy cost.  See Section 5.6.1 for more information on verifiable costs.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	RCGMECi
	$/MWh
	Resource Category Generic Minimum-Energy Cost—The Resource Category Minimum-Energy Generic Cap cost for the category of the Resource, according to Section 4.4.9.2.3.

	LSLq,r,i 
	MW
	Low Sustained Limit—The LSL of Generation Resource r represented by QSE q for the hour that includes the Settlement Interval i, as submitted in the COP.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	RTSPPp,i
	$/MWh
	Real-Time Settlement Point Price—The Real-Time Settlement Point Price at the Resource’s Settlement Point for the Settlement Interval i.

	NCDCHRq,r,h
	none
	Number of Continuous Decommitted Hours—The number of continuous decommitment hours for Resource r within an Operating Day.  When one or more Combined Cycle Generation Resources are decommitted by RUC, the Number of Continuous Decommitted Hours is calculated for the Combined Cycle Train for all RUC-decommitted Combined Cycle Generation Resources.

	q
	none
	A QSE.

	r
	none
	A  RUC-decommitted Generation Resource.

	h
	none
	An hour in the RUC decommitment period.

	p
	none
	A Resource Node Settlement Point.

	s
	none
	A start.

	i
	none
	A 15-minute Settlement Interval within the contiguous decommited period.

	c
	none
	A contiguous block of RUC–decommitted hours.


6.5.5.2
Operational Data Requirements

(1)
ERCOT shall use Operating Period data to monitor and control the reliability of the ERCOT Transmission Grid and shall use it in network analysis software to predict the short-term reliability of the ERCOT Transmission Grid.  Each TSP, at its own expense, may obtain that Operating Period data from ERCOT or directly from QSEs.

(2)
A QSE representing a Generation Resource connected to Transmission Facilities or distribution facilities shall provide the following Real-Time telemetry data to ERCOT for each Generation Resource.  ERCOT shall make that data available, in accordance with ERCOT Protocols, NERC standards and policies, and Governmental Authority requirements, to requesting TSPs and DSPs operating within ERCOT.  Such data must be provided to the requesting TSP or DSP at the requesting TSP’s or DSP’s expense, including:

(a)
Net real power (in MW) as measured by installed power metering or as calculated in accordance with the Operating Guides based on metered gross real power and conversion constants determined by the Resource Entity and provided to ERCOT as a result of Section 3.7, Resource Parameters.  Net real power represents the actual generation of a Resource for all real power dispatch purposes, including use in Security-Constrained Economic Dispatch (SCED), determination of the High Ancillary Service Limit (HASL), High Dispatch Limit (HDL), Low Dispatch Limit (LDL) and Low Ancillary Service Limit (LASL), and is consistent with telemetered HSL and LSL;

(b)
Gross real power (in MW) as measured by installed power metering or as calculated in accordance with the Operating Guides based on metered real power, which may include Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) metering, and conversions constants determined by the Resource Entity and provided to ERCOT as a result of Section 3.7;

(c)
Gross Reactive Power (in Megavolt-Amperes reactive (MVAr));

(d)
Net Reactive Power (in MVAr);

(e)
Power to standby transformers serving plant auxiliary Load;

(f)
Status of switching devices in the plant switchyard not monitored by the TSP or DSP affecting flows on the ERCOT Transmission Grid;

(g)
Any data mutually agreed to by ERCOT and the QSE to adequately manage system reliability;

(h)
Generation Resource breaker and switch status;

(i)
HSL;

(j)
High Emergency Limit (HEL), under Section 6.5.9.2, Failure of the SCED Process;

(k)
Low Emergency Limit (LEL), under Section 6.5.9.2; 

(l)
LSL;

(m)
Configuration identification for Combined Cycle Generation Resources;

(n)
Ancillary Service Schedule for each quantity of RRS and Non-Spin which is equal to the Ancillary Service Resource Responsibility minus the amount of Ancillary Service deployment;

(o)
Ancillary Service Resource Responsibility for each quantity of Regulation Up (Reg-Up), Regulation Down (Reg-Down), RRS and Non-Spin.  The sum of Ancillary Service Resource Responsibility for all Resources in a QSE is equal to the Ancillary Service Supply Responsibility for that QSE; and

(p)
Reg-Up and Reg-Down Services participation factors represent how a QSE is planning to deploy the Ancillary Service energy on a percentage basis to specific qualified Resource(s).

(q)
The designated Master QSE of a Generation Resource that has been split to function as two or more Split Generation Resources shall provide Real-Time telemetry for items (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (g), and (h) above, PSS and AVR status for the total Generation Resource in addition to the Split Generation Resource the Master QSE represents.

(3)
For each Wind-powered Generation Resource (WGR), the QSE shall set the HSL equal to the current net output capability of the facility.  The net output capability should consider the net real power of the WGR, turbine availability, weather conditions, and whether the WGR net output is being affected by compliance with a SCED Dispatch Instruction.
(4)
For each Aggregate Generation Resource (AGR), the QSE shall telemeter the number of its generators online.
(5)
A QSE representing a Load Resource connected to Transmission Facilities or distribution facilities shall provide the following Real-Time data to ERCOT for each Load Resource and ERCOT shall make the data available, in accordance with ERCOT Protocols, NERC standards and policies, and Governmental Authority requirements, to the Load Resource’s host TSP or DSP at the TSP’s or DSP’s expense.  The Load Resource’s net real power consumption, Low Power Consumption (LPC) and Maximum Power Consumption (MPC) shall be telemetered to ERCOT using a positive (+) sign convention: 
(a)
Load Resource net real power consumption (in MW);

(b)
Any data mutually agreed to by ERCOT and the QSE to adequately manage system reliability;

(c)
Load Resource breaker status;

(d)
LPC (in MW);

(e)
MPC (in MW);

(f)
Ancillary Service Schedule (in MW) for each quantity of RRS and Non-Spin; 

(g)
Ancillary Service Resource Responsibility (in MW) for each quantity of Reg-Up and Reg-Down for Controllable Load Resources, and RRS and Non-Spin for all Load Resources;

(h)
The status of the high-set under-frequency relay, if required for qualification; 

(i)
For a Controllable Load Resource, the Scheduled Power Consumption that represents zero Ancillary Service deployments;

(j)
For a Controllable Load Resource, net Reactive Power (in MVAr);

(k)
Resource Status (Resource Status shall be ONRL if high-set under-frequency relay is active); and

(l)
Reg-Up and Reg-Down services participation factor, which represents how a QSE is planning to deploy the Ancillary Service energy on a percentage basis to specific qualified Resource. 

(6)
A QSE with Resources used in SCED shall provide communications equipment to receive ERCOT-telemetered control deployments.

(7)
A QSE providing any Regulation Service shall provide telemetry indicating the appropriate status of Resources providing Reg-Up or Reg-Down, including status indicating whether the Resource is temporarily blocked from receiving Reg-Up and/or Reg-Down deployments from the QSE.  This temporary blocking will be indicated by the enabling of the Raise Block Status and/or Lower Block Status telemetry points.

(a)
Raise Block Status and Lower Block Status are telemetry points used in transient unit conditions to communicate to ERCOT that a Resource’s ability to adjust its output has been unexpectedly impaired.

(b)
When one or both of the telemetry points are enabled for a Resource, ERCOT will cease using the regulation capacity assigned to that Resource for Ancillary Service deployment.

(c)
This hiatus of deployment will not excuse the Resource’s obligation to provide the Ancillary Services for which it has been committed.

(d)
These telemetry points shall only be utilized during unforeseen transient unit conditions such as plant equipment failures.  Raise Block Status and Lower Block Status shall only be enabled until the Resource operator has time to update the Resource limits and Ancillary Service telemetry to reflect the problem.

(e)
The Resource limits and Ancillary Service telemetry shall be updated as soon as practicable.  Raise Block Status and Lower Block Status will then be disabled. 

(8)
Real-Time data for reliability purposes must be accurate to within three percent.  This telemetry may be provided from relaying accuracy instrumentation transformers.

(9)
Each QSE shall report the current configuration of combined-cycle Resources that it represents to ERCOT.  The telemetered Resource Status for a Combined Cycle Generation Resource may only be assigned a Resource Status of OFFNS if no generation units within that Combined Cycle Generation Resource are On-Line.
(10)
A QSE representing combined-cycle Resources shall provide ERCOT with the possible operating configurations for each power block with accompanying limits.  Combined Cycle Train power augmentation methods may only be included as part of one or more of the registered Combined Cycle Generation Resource configurations.  The Energy Offer Curve in the Three-Part Supply Offer that includes the offered power augmentation method may reflect the price of the added capability.  Such power augmentation methods may include:

(a)
Combustion turbine inlet air cooling (CTIAC) methods;

(b)
Duct firing; 

(c)
Other ways of temporarily increasing the output of combined-cycle Resources; and

(d)
For Qualifying Facilities (QFs), an LSL that represents the minimum energy available, in MW, from the Combined Cycle Generation Resource for economic dispatch based on the minimum stable steam delivery to the thermal host plus a justifiable reliability margin that accounts for changes in ambient conditions.
16.5
Registration of a Resource Entity 

(1)
A Resource Entity owns or controls an All-Inclusive Resource connected to the ERCOT System.  Each Resource Entity operating in ERCOT must register with ERCOT.  To become registered as a Resource Entity, an Entity must execute a Standard Form Market Participant Agreement (using the form in Section 22, Attachment A, Standard Form Market Participant Agreement), designate Resource Entity Authorized Representatives, contacts, and a User Security Administrator (USA) (per the Application for Registration as a Resource Entity), and demonstrate to ERCOT’s reasonable satisfaction that it is capable of performing the functions of a Resource Entity under these Protocols.  The Resource Entity shall register each All-Inclusive Resource with ERCOT through ERCOT registration, except for Distributed Generation (DG) with an installed capacity equal to or lower than the DG registration threshold.  A Resource Entity may submit a proposal to register the aggregation of non-wind generators as an Aggregate Generation Resource (AGR) which ERCOT may grant at its sole discretion.

 (2)
Beginning on the Texas Nodal Market Implementation Date, DG with an installed capacity greater than one MW, the DG registration threshold, must register with ERCOT.  ERCOT shall reduce the DG registration threshold as required by these Protocols and post this requirement on the Market Information System (MIS) Public Area.  ERCOT shall produce quarterly reports on the total unregistered installed capacity of DG greater than 50 kW below the current threshold, summed by Load Zone.  Such quarterly report shall contain the current DG registration threshold.  If the total installed capacity of unregistered DG greater that 50 kW exceeds ten MW in any Load Zone, then ERCOT shall issue a Market Notice that states a lower DG registration threshold.  Such registration threshold shall be calculated by ERCOT to reduce the total installed capacity of unregistered DG greater than 50 kW to no more than seven MW in any Load Zone.  This new DG registration threshold shall become effective nine months after ERCOT has issued the Market Notice and posted the new requirement on the MIS Public Area.  Notwithstanding the above, at no time shall ERCOT reduce the DG registration threshold below 50 kW.

(3)
Following this Market Notice, ERCOT shall inform the appropriate Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) subcommittee of the change in DG registration requirements at its next meeting.  The subcommittee shall analyze the quarterly report, and may take any action it deems appropriate, including submitting a Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) to alter this Section.
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�Please note that this section is also being revised by NPRR190.
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