Regional Planning Group Meeting Notes: 
January 13, 2012
Joint RPG/LTSTF

Agenda

· Antitrust Admonition

· Introductions
· Miscellaneous Update

· PLWG Update
· 5 Year Transmission Plan Update
· STEC El Campo to Vanderbilt Project review
· Garriott-Polk Update
· SSI Presentation

· Long Term Study
· Scenario Discussion

· RFP/Analysis of Resource Mix Adequacy to Maintain Reliability Requirements

· Resource Modeling Update 

Miscellaneous Update
· Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) 0011 failed at the ROS. A small group developed a  scope for a ROS task force that will propose criteria changes that arose during the consideration of PGRR-011 individually. Participants in the RPG are requested to provide comments on the proposed scope to the ROS exploder at least one week before the next ROS meeting. Oncor has sent comments.
· There was a request to have a RPG discussion on the outages associated with CREZ installations for the next ~ 2 years.
· A portion of the CREZ reactive study related to daily management of reactive power was requested to be a topic in the next RPG.
· ERCOT procurement is in contract negotiations to obtain a security constrained probabilistic study model for updating the loss of load study and meeting certain NERC study requirements and which might also be able to be used for probabilistic transmission planning studies.
PLWG Update
· Some PGRR’s are posted. PGRR# 15 is for the Planning Guide. PGRR# 008 involving interconnects is going to the Board of Directors. Overall, > 75% of the Planning Guide is in review.

· PLWG meetings are moving from Fridays to Thursdays; the next meeting is on 26Jan12.
5 Year Transmission Plan Update
· The question was asked why we are not simulating “odd years”. The answer is that in an effort to speed up the 5 year planning process, the scope was reduced so that we are simulating every other year.
· Given the above, how do we assure that 2013 is done correctly? The answer is that the TSPs pick up certain projects and do their own planning. These will be found in the next version of the TPIT (transmission projects information tracking).  ERCOT will start to track which 5 Year Plan projects are not “picked up” by TSPs
· There was a request to have all projects in the TPIT listed uniquely.

STEC El Campo to Vanderbilt Project review
· As discussed in an earlier RPG meeting, the oil exploration in the Eagle Ford shale formation is causing load growth higher than the “non-farm employment” would predict. To address this shortfall, an Updated Option 2 Upgrades is being proposed.
Garriott-Polk Update

· This is an underground transmission project in downtown Houston and is ~ 27 inches in diameter and over 20 feet underground to avoid city infrastructure. 
· There have been two major delays in the project due to large grout voids.  Overall, there have been 70 days of outage to date. The belief is that this issue has been resolved and 26April12 has been announced as the date for energization.
· Woody Rickerson clarified the point that outages are only disapproved for reliability, not congestion.

· Dan said that he will discuss the Bellaire – Auto PCAP with the appropriate parties within ERCOT.
SSCI Presentation

· Sub-Synchronous Control Instability was first seen as a problem with wind generation units when a line tripped, causing an SSI event in south Texas in October 2009.
· The industry is still making progress in this area of studies; Mandhir Sahni presented his techniques to do the sub synchronous interaction studies.
· Although SSI issues are of a concern under radial conditions for wind farms, due to the “weak system” nature of the CREZ region in ERCOT, they can be observed under non-radial conditions too.

· System-side frequency scans present results under which WGR may experience SSI issues and are done using traditional frequency scanning techniques. Turbine-side frequency scans use special techniques; these results together with system side scans give a better understanding for potential SSI concerns.
· If the results of these scans are indicative of SSI issues then a thorough EMT based simulation needs to be performed.
· Application of techniques will vary from ISOs, utilities, turbine vendors and expert consultants.
· Type 4 units do not seem to be susceptible because they use a full convertor design, but it is not known whether this is true for all Type 4 units since not every Type-4 wind turbine has been tested yet.
· While ERCOT is suggesting that some study scopes include a requirement for the developer to demonstrate that its unit is immune from these issues, it ultimately behooves the developer to perform these studies.
Long Term Study
Scenario Discussion

· ERCOT has been working with a number of organizations to develop scenarios to be used in 20 year planning. If you want to participate in these scenario developments, please attend the next meetings of DSWG and ETWG (both on January 27). 
· If you are not able to attend either of these two meeting and have comments on scenarios please share them with the LTS team by the end of Jan2012.
· There was some discussion about the “industrial element of load growth”. The non-farm employment may not accurately predict load growth for oil and gas production.

· Greg Thurnher agreed to circulate maps for load growth. 

RFP/Analysis of Resource Mix Adequacy to Maintain Reliability Requirements
· ERCOT is finalizing a Request for Proposal to procure one or more tools to determine the adequacy of a potential future resource mix to meet operational reliability requirements.
· Greg also agreed to supply an RFP diagram.

Resource Modeling Update 

· Scenarios modeled to-date include only a subset of potential resources – only those for which we had adequate operational and financial data. To finalize future scenarios, ERCOT is collecting data about other emerging resources.
· ERCOT needs cost data to continue this effort. Confidentiality can be maintained. 
Communication on LTS
Website: http://www.ercot.com/committees/other/lts/ 
Phone: 512-248-3152
Email: longtermstudy@ercot.com 
To sign up for the “longtermstudy” email distribution list – go to http://lists.ercot.com
