
Minutes of the ERCOT Retail Market Subcommittee (RMS) Meeting

7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744

Wednesday, September 21, 2011 – 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Attendance

Members:

	Brewster, Chris
	City of Eastland
	

	Burke, Tom
	Brazos Electric Power Cooperative
	

	Callender, Wayne
	CPS Energy
	

	Calzada, Gricelda
	AEP Service Corporation
	

	Kelly-Diaz, Elaine
	Austin Energy
	

	Lopez, Joe
	HEB
	

	Marsh, Tony
	MAMO Enterprises
	

	Matlock, Michael
	Gexa Energy
	

	Patrick, Kyle
	Reliant Energy
	

	Patsel, Dawn
	First Choice Power
	

	Rowley, Chris
	TXU Energy Retail Company
	

	Scott, Kathy
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Werley, David
	Bryan Texas Utilities
	(Alt. for Kean Register)

	Worley, Eli
	Tenaska Power Services
	

	Wright, Jessica
	GDF Suez Energy Marketing
	(Alt. for Alicia Gillan)

	
	
	


The following proxy was assigned:
· Jennifer Frederick to Michael Matlock
· Tim Crabb to Elaine Kelly-Diaz

Guests:

	Burke, Allen
	TNMP
	

	Echols, Ed
	Oncor
	

	Kolodziej, Eddie
	Customized Energy Solutions
	

	Kulhanek, Kevin
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Landry, Jonathan
	Gexa Energy
	

	McKeever, Debbie
	Oncor
	

	Purdy, Jim
	AEP
	

	Reed, Carolyn
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Rehfeldt, Diana
	TNMP
	

	Wendt, Del
	Oncor
	

	Yang, Johann
	AEP
	


ERCOT Staff:

	Adams, Jack
	
	

	Ashbaugh, Jackie
	
	

	Brink, Kelly
	
	

	Cervenka, Gene
	
	

	Felton, Trey
	
	

	Landry, Kelly
	
	

	Thurman, Kathryn
	
	

	Tindall, Sandra
	
	

	Tucker, Don
	
	


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.

Kyle Patrick called the meeting to order at 9:33 a.m.

Antitrust Admonition

Mr. Patrick read the ERCOT Antitrust Admonition as displayed and noted the need to comply with the ERCOT Antitrust Guidelines.  A copy of the guidelines was available for review.  

Agenda Review and Discussion

Mr. Patrick reviewed items scheduled for a vote at this meeting and noted potential changes to the order for which items would be taken up.  

Consider Approval of Meeting Minutes
Kelly Landry presented the 8/17/2011 draft RMS meeting minutes.

Michael Matlock moved to approve the 8/17/2011 draft RMS meeting minutes as presented.  Kathy Scott seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
ERCOT Board of Directors (ERCOT Board), Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), and TAC Subcommittee Update

Mr. Patrick presented highlights of the 8/4/2011 TAC meeting and noted the Nodal Protocol Revision Requests (NPRRs) recommended for approval.  He reviewed activities of the Wholesale Market Subcommittee (WMS), Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS), and the Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS).  
Commercial Operations Subcommittee (COPS) Update

Debbie McKeever noted that the withdrawal of Commercial Operations Market Guide Revision Request (COPMGRR) 026, Reducing the Frequency of the Unregistered Distributed Generation Reports, had been approved by COPS.  She noted that the COPS Communication Working Group (CCWG) reviewed disclaimer language presented by ERCOT to be included in the Commercial Operations Handbook.    
Advanced Metering Implementation Team (AMIT) Update 
Christine Wright presented an update on AMIT activities and its working groups.  She noted that a major focus of AMIT is on third party access to customer sites.  She noted that the next focus for AMIT will be on Demand response.  Ms. Wright provided an update on activities of the Home Area Network (HAN) team and plans for Smart Grid interoperability.     
RMS Voting Items

RMGRR101, Solution to Stacking

Gene Cervenka presented RMGRR101 and noted that it incorporates into the Retail Market Guide, the areas of Market Participant consensus regarding the order in which multiple non-sequential transactions on a single Electric Service identifier (ESI ID) are processed. 

Mr. Matlock moved to recommend approval of RMGRR101 as submitted.  Joe Lopez seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

RMGRR102, Business Process Changes Related to SCR756, Enhancements to the MarkeTrak Application
Jonathan Landry presented RMGRR102 and noted that it addresses business process updates associated with implementation of System Change Request (SCR) 756, Enhancements to the MarkeTrak Application.

Michael Matlock moved to recommend approval of RMGRR102 as submitted.  Ms. Scott seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.   

NPRR403, Revised FASD Calculation for TX SET Version 4.0 Release
Mr. Cervenka presented NPRR403 and noted that it revises the First Available Switch Date (FASD) calculation to allow Saturday to be calculated as a possible FASD upon implementation of Texas Standard Electronic Transaction (TX SET) Version 4.0.  
Ms. Scott moved to endorse NPRR403 as submitted.  Mr. Matlock seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
TX SET Change Controls- 2011 – 787 through 2011 - 790 

Diana Rehfeldt reviewed the details of TX SET change controls 2011-787 through 2011-790.  Ms. Scott noted that discussion of change control 2011-790 continued after the TX SET meeting had adjourned and that additional considerations were not reviewed or discussed with TX SET membership.  RMS members reviewed the additional considerations.  Ed Echols requested change control 2011-790 be directed back to TX SET for further consideration.  

Mr. Matlock moved to approve change controls 2011-787 through 2011-789 as presented and as non-emergency and to table consideration of change control 2011-790.  Gricelda Calzada seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Working Group and Task Force Updates (see Key Documents)
Market Coordination Team (MCT)

Mr. Cervenka reviewed MCT activities.  He observed that MCT approved two additional test scripts and noted that the simulation date for flight 0312 has been revised to 2/27/2012.

MarkeTrak (MTTF)

Mr. Landry reviewed MTTF activities.  He stated that the group reviewed responses to the recent survey regarding the performance of MarkeTrak and noted that there was a high volume of participation.  Ms. Scott opined that potential results of flight testing could have an impact on the aggressive timeline for implementation of MarkeTrak and questioned whether Market Participants have been fully informed on the project implementation schedule.  David Michelsen stated that Troy Anderson has already provided a preliminary project timeline and stated that ERCOT is committed to providing updated timelines 9/27/2011.                  

Market Advanced Readings and Settlements Task Force (MARS TF) 

Ms. Scott stated that as of 8/31/2011 Oncor had installed approximately 2,043,466 Advanced Metering System (AMS) meters, CenterPoint Energy had installed approximately 1,645,701, and that AEP had installed approximately 355,846.  Ms. Scott noted that the total number of Advanced Meters installed was 4,045,013.  

Texas Data Transport Working Group (TDTWG)

Isabelle Durham noted that at its last meeting, TDTWG reviewed ERCOT system Outages and failures, the 2011 Service Level Agreement (SLA), MarkeTrak performance, revisions to the TDTWG meeting page, and web browser compatibility.
ERCOT Updates (see Key Documents)
IT Service Availability Metrics and Retail SLA  

Trey Felton noted that IT systems related to Market Operations, Market Data Transparency, and Retail Markets met all SLA targets for August 2011.  He noted that maintenance of the Market Information System (MIS) database and applications to correct intermittent data posting errors to the public dashboards on ERCOT.com occurred 8/10/2011, and that components of the MIS were affected for up to 30 minutes.  Mr. Felton noted that Texas Market Link (TML) Report Explorer was unavailable for 50 minutes on 8/23/2011 and was degraded for 100 minutes 8/24/2011.  He stated that ERCOT experienced system issues that prevented certain reports from being downloaded from the Market Information page on ERCOT.com on 8/24/2011 and that the issue lasted for 159 minutes.

Secure Socket Layer (SSL) Certificates for Application Programmatic Interface (API) and External Web Services
Mr. Felton observed that ERCOT’s digital certificate vendor has migrated public root certification to 2048-bit, which in turn requires all Market Participants to utilize 2048-bit certificates.  He advised that such digital certificates are required to access, download, submit, and query ERCOT systems.  Mr. Felton stated that Market Participants must update their certificates to 2048-bit no later than 9/30/2011 and that all 1024-bit certificates will be deleted from the key store after 10/1/2011.  
Flight 1011
Mr. Cervenka reviewed the details of Flight 1011.  He noted that seven additional Competitive Retailers (CRs) and three additional data universal numbering system (DUNS) numbers were added, for a total of 10 new Competitive Retailers (CRs) participating in the flight.   
Implementation of NPRR251, Synchronization of PRR845, Definition for IDR Meters and Optional Removal of IDR Meters at a Premise Where an Advanced Meter Can be Provisioned

Don Tucker stated that ERCOT would like to implement NPRR251 by continuing to utilize 867_03, Monthly Usage, transaction information as it is currently being submitted by Transmission and/or Distribution Service Providers (TDSPs) for Advanced Meters.  He stated that ERCOT has contacted TDSPs and confirmed that they are currently and will continue to submit the appropriate 867_03 transactions to support this implementation.  Mr. Tucker stated that ERCOT will submit an NPRR to document the existing market process where TDSPs submit this data to ERCOT. 
North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) Field Trial for the Elimination of Time Error Correction- Update

Mr. Tucker provided an update regarding the effort by NERC to conduct field trials for transitioning away from operator instituted corrections to grid frequency for system time error correction.  He presented graphs showing the potential impact of time error correction on the NERC Reliability Standard’s performance metrics.  Market Participants observed the impact to Retail Electric Providers (REPs) of the change in policy and the associated costs, and discussed whether the change in policy is necessary.  Ms. Calzada suggested that Market Participants should present this issue to their respective supporting technical personnel for careful consideration.            
Emerging Issues/Critical Upcoming Events/ Other Business

NPRR351, Calculate and Post Projected Non-Binding LMPs for the Next 15 Minutes
The sponsor of NPRR351 was unavailable at the time this agenda item was taken up for consideration.  Mr. Patrick stated that he would contact the sponsor to determine whether NPRR351 would be presented at the next RMS meeting.  

Workshops

Mr. Patrick noted that TNMP will sponsor a workshop 10/4/2011 and that Oncor will sponsor a workshop 10/11/2011.    
Adjournment

Mr. Patrick adjourned the meeting at 11:35 a.m.
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