OWG Report to ROS
January12, 2012
The Operations Working Group (OWG) met December 14, 2011.
On December 14, the OWG met for its regularly scheduled meeting. During the meeting the following items were discussed:
Operations Task Force Report – (Stan Morris) – SSRG discussion tabled since the procedures are not public information. 

The Texas RE Report – David Penney (Texas RE) – Discussed FERC Order 754 related to TPL-003 and the interpretation of multiple contingency for reasons of stuck breaker, etc.  The concern was that single points of failure causing a cascading event.  NERC SPCS data request.

The group discussed CIP-002 version 4 versus version 5 and the resultant changes.  Luminant wants to reduce the risk level of Black Start Resources without external communication capability to a low risk level excluding them from certain costs associated with CIP compliance.  If this Standard is approved as is, units may tend to avoid bidding to become a black Start Resources due to the associated costs.  This could lead to reducing ERCOT security because of unavailability of Black Start Resources.  Luminant wants Market Participants to comment on the Draft Standard in support of reducing the impact level to low.

The OWG reviewed the following:

078NOGRR Real-Time Security Analysis Language Clean Up to Reconcile Operating Guides with Current Operation Practice – Withdrawn by Luminant.
083NOGRR Removal of Reporting Requirements for Vegetation-Related Line Outages.   

IA Reviewed recommend approval to ROS
084NOGRR Daily Grid Operations Summary Report – This Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) creates a summary level report of daily operational information to be posted on the Market Information System (MIS) Public Area.  [MISUG] Language Reviewed.
085NOGRR Replace TML References with MIS.  This Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) updates the Nodal Operating Guide to replace references to the Texas Market Link (TML) with the appropriate Market Information System (MIS) location.  [ERCOT] Language Reviewed. 

086NOGRR Clarification of Seasonal Unit Capability Testing Requirements.  This Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) clarifies the seasonal unit capability testing requirement. [ERCOT] Language Reviewed.
System Operations Report – The group reviewed the ERCOT Operations Report for November 2011. The group reviewed a report showing depleting capacity reserves resulting in a capacity deficiency in 2020.
Other Discussions:  
The group held elections for Chair and Vice-Chair of OWG for the year 2012.  Brad Calhoun was elected as Chair with Frank Owen as Vice-Chair.  Stan Morris was elected to continue as chair of OTF for another year.

Jeff Sims (CPS) questioned not naming the location of a suspected sabotage site during a recent SSRG call.  The group agreed that the geographic location of a suspected sabotage site could be released during an SSRG call.

ROS Meeting Review – Frank Owens and Matt Stout gave a presentation to the group in regards to the TDSO term proposal.

The OWG was in consensus to:

a. Leave the term unchanged;

b. Clarify the definition of TO to contemplate “designation” rather than “registration”;

c. Look at the language of the OG where TO is used to ensure that it is consistent with the Protocols;

Next OWG meeting – will tentatively be held January 30, 2012 from 0800-1200 at the location of the seminar.  Brad Calhoun will contact Allan Allgower concerning a meeting location prior to the seminar in San Marcos.
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