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	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


2.1
DEFINITIONS
Weekly Reliability Unit Commitment (WRUC)

An instruction issued by ERCOT prior to 1330 in the Day-Ahead for an Operating Day that reserves a Generation Resource that requires a longer lead time for startup then possible from the Day-Ahead Reliability Unit Commitment (DRUC).
2.2

ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS
WRUC

Weekly Reliability Unit Commitment
4.4.9.2.1
Startup Offer and Minimum-Energy Offer Criteria 

(1)
Each Startup Offer and Minimum-Energy Offer must be reported by a QSE and must include the following information:

(a)
The selling QSE;

(b)
The Resource represented by the QSE from which the offer would be supplied;

(c)
The Resource’s hot, intermediate, and cold Startup Offer in dollars; 

(d)
The Resource’s Minimum-Energy Offer in dollars per MWh; 

(e)
The first and last hour of the Startup and Minimum-Energy Offers

(f)
The expiration time and date of the offer; 

(g)
Percentage of the FIP to the extent that the startup and minimum energy will be supplied by gas to determine the offer cap; and

(h)
Percentage of the FOP to the extent that the startup and minimum energy will be supplied by oil to determine the offer cap.

(2)
Valid Startup Offers and Minimum-Energy Offers (which must be part of a Three-Part Supply Offer) must be received before 1000 for the effective DAM and DRUC. 

(3)
A QSE may update and submit a Three-Part Supply Offer for a Resource during the Adjustment Period for any hours in which the Resource is not RUC-committed before the offer is updated or submitted.  

	[NPRR207:  Replace paragraph (3) above with the following upon system implementation:]

(3)
A QSE may update and submit a Three-Part Supply Offer for a Resource during the Adjustment Period for any hours in which the Resource is not RUC-committed before the offer is updated or submitted.  A QSE may not increase a Three-Part Supply Offer for a Resource during the Adjustment Period for any hour in which the Resource has received a RUC Notification.


(4)
The Resource’s Startup Offer must be equal to or less than the Resource Category Generic Startup Cost for that type of Resource listed in Section 4.4.9.2.3, Startup Offer and Minimum-Energy Offer Generic Caps, unless ERCOT has approved verifiable Resource-specific startup costs for that Resource, under Section 4.4.9.2.4, Verifiable Startup Offer and Minimum-Energy Offer Caps, in which case the Resource’s Startup Offer must be equal to or less than those approved verifiable Resource-specific startup costs.

(5)
The Resource’s Minimum-Energy Offer must be equal to or less than the Resource Category Generic Minimum-Energy Cost for that type of Resource listed in Section 4.4.9.2.3 unless ERCOT has approved verifiable Resource-specific minimum-energy costs for that Resource, under Section 4.4.9.2.4 in which case the Resource’s Minimum-Energy Offer must be equal to or less than those approved verifiable Resource-specific minimum-energy costs.
(6)
Prior to 1000 for the effective DAM, a QSE may submit and update a Three-Part Supply Offer for a Resource for any hours which were Weekly Reliability Unit Commitment (WRUC)-instructed.
5.1
Introduction

(1)
Transmission security analysis and Reliability Unit Commitment (RUC) are used to ensure ERCOT System reliability and to ensure that enough Resource capacity, in addition to Ancillary Service capacity, is committed in the right locations to reliably serve the forecasted Load on the ERCOT System. 

(2)
ERCOT shall conduct at least one Day-Ahead RUC (DRUC) and at least one Hourly RUC (HRUC) before each hour of the Operating Day.  ERCOT, in its sole discretion, may conduct a RUC at any time to evaluate and resolve reliability issues.

(3)
The DRUC must be run after the close of the Day-Ahead Market (DAM). 

(4)
The DRUC uses Three-Part Supply Offers submitted before the DAM by Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs) that were considered in the DAM but not awarded in the DAM.  A QSE may not submit a Three-Part Supply Offer to be considered in the DRUC unless the offer was also submitted for consideration in the DAM.

(5)
ERCOT must initiate the HRUC process at least one hour before the Operating Hour to fine-tune the Resource commitments using updated Load forecasts and updated Outage information. 

(6)
The RUC Study Period for DRUC is the next Operating Day.  The RUC Study Period for HRUC is the balance of the current Operating Day plus the next Operating Day if the DRUC for the Operating Day has been solved. 

(7)
HRUC may decommit Resources only to maintain the reliability of the ERCOT System. 

(8)
For each RUC Study Period, the RUC considers capacity requirements for each hour of the RUC Study Period with the objective of minimizing costs based on Three-Part Supply Offers and while substituting a proxy Energy Offer Curve for the Energy Offer Curve.  The proxy Energy Offer Curve is calculated in a way that minimizes the effect of the proxy Energy Offer Curves on optimization.

(9)
The calculated Resource commitments arising from each RUC process must be reviewed by ERCOT before issuing Dispatch Instructions to QSEs to commit, extend, or decommit Resources.

(10)
The Security Sequence is a set of prerequisite processes for RUC that describes the key system components and inputs that are required to support the RUC process, the RUC process itself, and the ERCOT review of the Resource commitment recommendations made by the RUC process. 

(11)
The RUC process may not be used to buy Ancillary Service unless the Ancillary Service Offers submitted in the DAM are insufficient to meet the requirements of the Ancillary Service Plan.  

(12)
After the use of market processes to the fullest extent practicable without jeopardizing the reliability of the ERCOT System, any ERCOT Dispatch Instructions for additional capacity that order a QSE to commit a specific Generation Resource to be On-Line shall be considered a RUC Dispatch for the purpose of the Settlement of payments and charges related to the committed Generation Resource.  An Operating Condition Notice (OCN), Advisory, Watch, or Emergency Notice requesting the available capacity of any currently available Generation Resources but not naming specific Generation Resources is not considered a RUC Dispatch for purposes of Settlement. 
	[NPRR314: Insert paragraph (13) below and renumber accordingly upon system implementation:]
(13)
ERCOT shall post on the Market Information System (MIS) Certified Area, for each Off-Line Generation Resource that may be selected by a RUC process, the current time since the Generation Resource last went Off-Line (in hours) and the corresponding start-up times ERCOT is using for each such Off-Line Generation Resource.  The time since the Generation Resource last went Off-Line and start-up times shall be updated at least hourly.


(13)
Prior to 1330 in the Day-Ahead, ERCOT may issue a Weekly Reliability Unit Commitment (WRUC) Verbal Dispatch Instruction (VDI) to inform a QSE that a Resource is required to be On-Line for all or part of a future Operating Day.  Following the receipt of a WRUC: 

(a)
The QSE may self-commit the Resource for the WRUC-instructed hours by updating the Resource’s Current Operating Plan (COP) to reflect the appropriate On-Line Resource Status for the WRUC-instructed hours prior to the DRUC process execution for the associated Operating Day.  Resources that have been self-committed by a QSE in accordance with a WRUC:
(i)
May have a Three-Part Supply Offer submitted into the DAM, and any of the WRUC-instructed hours in which the Three-Part Supply Offer is awarded in the DAM become DAM-Committed Intervals for the Resource and are settled accordingly; and
(ii)
Will not be issued a RUC commitment for the WRUC-instructed hours that were self-committed or DAM-committed.

(b)
ERCOT will commit the Resource as part of the DRUC process for the relevant Operating Day for all WRUC-instructed hours not DAM-committed or QSE self-committed.  For all purposes, including RUC Settlement, the Resource will be considered as committed by the DRUC for these hours.

5.3
ERCOT Security Sequence Responsibilities

(1)
ERCOT shall start the Day-Ahead Reliability Unit Commitment (DRUC) process at 1430 in the Day-Ahead.

(2)
For each DRUC, ERCOT shall use a snapshot of Resource commitments taken at 1430 in the Day-Ahead to settle Reliability Unit Commitment (RUC) charges.  For each Hourly Reliability Unit Commitment (HRUC), ERCOT shall use a snapshot of Resource commitments from each Qualified Scheduling Entity’s (QSE’s) most recently submitted Current Operating Plan (COP) before HRUC execution to settle RUC charges.  

(3)
For each RUC process, ERCOT shall: 

(a)
Execute the Security Sequence described in Section 5.5, Security Sequence, Including RUC, including:

(i)
Validating Three-Part Supply Offers, defined in Section 4.4.9.1, Three-Part Supply Offers; and

(ii)
Reviewing the Resource commitment recommendations made by the RUC algorithm; and 

(b)
Post to the Market Information System (MIS) Secure Area, all Resources that were committed or decommitted by the RUC process including Weekly Reliability Unit Commitment (WRUC) instructions; 

	[NPRR382: Replace item (3)(b) above with the following upon system implementation:]
(b)
Post to the Market Information System (MIS) Secure Area, all Resources that were committed or decommitted by the RUC process including verbal RUC commitments and decommitments and Weekly Reliability Unit Commitment (WRUC) instructions;


 (c)
Post to the MIS Public Area, all active and binding transmission constraints (contingency and overloaded element pair information where available) used as inputs to the RUC; and

(d)
Issue Dispatch Instructions to notify each QSE of its Resource commitments or decommittments.
(4)
ERCOT shall provide each QSE with the information necessary to pre-validate their data for DRUC and HRUC including:

(a)
Publishing validation rules for offers, bids, and trades; and 

(b)
Posting any software documentation and code that is not Protected Information to the MIS Secure Area within five Business Days of receipt by ERCOT.

6.4.6
QSE-Requested Decommitment of Resources and Changes to Ancillary Service Resource Responsibility of Resources

(1)
A Resource must remain committed during any Reliability Unit Commitment (RUC)-Committed Interval unless the Resource has a Forced Outage.

(2)
In the Operating Period, a QSE may request to decommit a Resource other than a Quick Start Generation Resource (QSGR) for any interval that is not a RUC-Committed Interval by verbally requesting ERCOT to consider its request.

(3)
In the Operating Period, a QSE may decommit a QSGR without any request for any interval that is neither a RUC-Committed Interval nor an interval in which a manual override by the ERCOT Operator has been given. 

(4)
In the Adjustment Period, a QSE may request to decommit a Resource for any interval that is not a RUC-Committed Interval by indicating a change in unit status in the QSE’s COP, unless the Resource received a Weekly Reliability Unit Commitment (WRUC) instruction for the hour.  A QSE may request to decommit a Resource for any interval that is a WRUC-instructed Interval and that is not a RUC-Committed Interval by verbally requesting ERCOT to consider its request.

(5)
A Resource cannot be decommitted for just a portion of a Day-Ahead Market (DAM)-Committed Interval, which is a one-hour interval.  If a Resource that is decommitted for a DAM-Committed Interval, that one-hour DAM-Committed Interval is excluded from the calculation of any Day-Ahead Make-Whole Payment for that Resource. 

(6)
In the Adjustment Period, a QSE may request ERCOT approval for moving an Ancillary Service Resource Responsibility from one Resource to another like Resource by changing its COP.  ERCOT shall use the Hourly Reliability Unit Commitment (HRUC) and other processes to study the move and if Ancillary Services become undeliverable as a result of the proposed move, ERCOT shall follow the provisions of Section 6.4.8.1.2, Replacement of Undeliverable Ancillary Service Due to Transmission Constraints.  The phrase “like Resource” means that Ancillary Service Resource Responsibility moves may only be from a Generation Resource to a Generation Resource, from a Load Resource to a Load Resource, or from a Load Resource to a Generation Resource.

(7)
In the Operating Period, a QSE shall only provide an Ancillary Service from a Resource which was reported to ERCOT in the COP to be providing that Ancillary Service for the effective Operating Hour unless modified pursuant to paragraph (8) below.

(8)
A QSE may vary the quantity of the Ancillary Service Resource Responsibility on Resources without obtaining prior ERCOT approval during the time window beginning 30 seconds prior to a five-minute clock interval and ending ten seconds prior to that five-minute clock interval, provided that the QSE complies with its total Ancillary Service Supply Responsibility.
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