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	NPRR Number
	418
	NPRR Title
	Reporting of Resource Forced Outages

	Timeline
	Normal
	Action
	Rejected

	Date of Decision
	December 1, 2011 

	Proposed Effective Date
	Not applicable.

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	Not applicable.

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision
	3.1.4.5, Management of Resource or Transmission Forced Outages or Maintenance Outages
3.1.4.6, Notice of Forced Outage or Unavoidable Extension of Planned or Maintenance

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) will require all Resource Forced Outages to be entered into the Outage Scheduler.

	Reason for Revision
	This NPRR is needed increase operational awareness of ERCOT and provide more accurate and timely responses to Requests for Information (RFIs) to the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT), Texas Reliability Entity (Texas RE) and other regulatory agencies on outaged Resource capacity.  The existing Protocols allow a two-hour exemption for Forced Outages on Resources and Transmission Facilities, but during the February 2011 weather event, ERCOT was required to send RFIs to accurately confirm Resource Forced Outages that occurred, as they were not recorded in the ERCOT Outage Scheduler.  The lack of timely Resource Forced Outage information hindered operation of the ERCOT System.  In addition, the RFI process delayed reporting and created additional work for both ERCOT and Market Participants. 

	Credit Impacts
	Not applicable.

	Procedural History
	· On 10/5/11, NPRR418 and the associated Impact Analysis were posted.

· On 10/19/11, NRG Texas comments were posted.

· On 10/20/11, PRS considered NPRR418.

· On 11/2/11, an ERCOT appeal was posted.

· On 12/1/11, TAC considered the ERCOT appeal.

	PRS Decision 
	On 10/20/11, PRS voted to reject NPRR418.  There were two opposing votes from the Municipal Market Segment and six abstentions from the Investor Owned Utility (IOU) (3), Cooperative (2), and Municipal Market Segments.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of PRS Discussion
	On 10/20/11, participants noted that Real-Time Resource Status is currently telemetered to ERCOT and provided in the Current Operating Plan (COP) and that the added requirement for Forced Outages of less than two hours to be entered into the Outage Scheduler will introduce additional costs to Resource owners.  ERCOT Staff countered that requiring Resources to enter Forced Outages that occur in Real-Time into the Outage Scheduler will provide additional operational and planning tools needed to manage the ERCOT System; result in accurate Seasonal Assessment of Resource Adequacy (SARA) forecasts; and reduce the number of RFIs that Market Participants are receiving from ERCOT.  

	TAC Decision
	On 12/1/11, TAC unanimously voted to deny the 12/1/11 ERCOT appeal and to direct that the issues raised in NPRR418 be considered by WMS and ROS.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of TAC Discussion
	On 12/1/11, ERCOT Staff stated that requiring Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSEs) or Resource Entities to enter Forced Outages that occur in Real-Time into the Outage Scheduler will provide improved situational awareness, more efficient event reconstruction, more accurate forecasting of Outage rates, and additional operational and planning tools needed to manage the ERCOT System; and that ERCOT will work with the appropriate working groups, including the QSE Managers Working Group (QMWG), to review the issues raised in NPRR418 and will develop a new NPRR or System Change Request (SCR), if appropriate, to address the issues.  Participants noted that Real-Time Resource Status is currently telemetered to ERCOT and provided in the COP; that the added requirement to enter for Forced Outages of less than two hours into the Outage Scheduler will introduce additional costs to Resource owners; and that Outage scheduling reporting requirements should be consistent for Generation Resources and Transmission Service Providers (TSPs).


	Business Case

	Business Case
	1
	Benefits:

· Accurate Forced Outage reporting will contribute to a more reliable and efficient operation of the ERCOT System and more importantly provide an increased operational awareness for ERCOT.  
· Reduce the number of RFIs that are sent out to Market Participants after significant ERCOT System events such as the February 2011 weather event.

	
	2
	Impacts to Market Segments:
· Potential to create additional work load on the Entities scheduling Resource Outages.  However, this impact will be more than offset by the situational awareness provided to the ERCOT System Operators in Real-Time and the reduction on RFIs sent out to Market Participants by ERCOT, Texas RE, PUCT, and other regulatory agencies.
· Consumers will benefit from a more reliable ERCOT System as well as increased efficiencies to system operation that will be gained through the enhanced situational awareness
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	Sponsor

	Name
	Bobby Reed

	E-mail Address
	breed@ercot.com

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	(512) 248-4285

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	N/A


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Yvette M. Landin

	E-Mail Address
	ylandin@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512.248.4513


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	NRG Texas 101911
	Recommended rejection of NPRR418.


	Comments


Please note that NPRR190, Clarification of Resource Definitions and Resource Registration of Self-Serve Generators for Reliability Purposes, also proposes revisions to Sections 3.1.4.5 and 3.1.4.6.
	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


3.1.4.5
Management of Resource or Transmission Forced Outages or Maintenance Outages

(1)
In the event of a Forced Outage, after the affected equipment is removed from service, the Resource Entity or QSE, as appropriate, or TSP must notify ERCOT as soon as practicable of its action by: 

(a)
For Resource Outages:

(i)
Changing the telemetered Resource Status appropriately, including a text description when it becomes known, of the cause of the Forced Outage;
(ii)
Updating the COP; and 

(iii)
Updating the Outage Scheduler with the expected return-to-service time.  

(b)
For Transmission Facilities Forced Outages:

(i)
Changing the telemetered status of the affected Transmission Elements; and

(ii)
Updating the Outage Scheduler with the expected return-to-service time.  

(2)
Forced Outages may require ERCOT to review and withdraw approval of previously approved or accepted, as applicable, Planned Outage or Maintenance Outage schedules to ensure reliability.

(3)
For Maintenance Outages, the Resource Entity or QSE, as appropriate, or TSP shall notify ERCOT of any Resource or Transmission Facilities Maintenance Outage according to the Maintenance Outage Levels by updating the COP and Outage Scheduler.  ERCOT shall coordinate the removal of Transmission Facilities from service within the defined time frames as specified by the TSP, QSE or Resource Entity in its notice to ERCOT.

(4)
ERCOT may require supporting information describing Forced Outages and Maintenance Outages.  ERCOT may reconsider and withdraw approvals of other previously approved Transmission Facilities Outage or an Outage of a Reliability Resource as a result of Forced Outages or Maintenance Outages, if necessary, in ERCOT’s determination to protect system reliability.  When ERCOT approves a Maintenance Outage, ERCOT shall coordinate timing of the appropriate course of action under these Protocols.

(5)
Removal of a Resource or Transmission Facilities from service under Maintenance Outages must be coordinated with ERCOT.  To minimize harmful impacts to the system in urgent situations, the equipment may be removed immediately from service, provided notice is given immediately, by the Resource Entity or TSP, to ERCOT of such action.
3.1.4.6
Notice of Forced Outage or Unavoidable Extension of Planned or Maintenance Outage Due to Unforeseen Events 

(1)
If a Planned or Maintenance Outage is not completed within the ERCOT-approved time frame and the Transmission Facilities or Resources are in such a condition that they cannot be restored at the Outage schedule completion date, the requesting party shall submit to ERCOT a Forced Outage (unavoidable extension) form describing the extension of the Outage and providing a revised return to service date.

(2)
Any Forced Outage of a Transmission Facility that occurs in Real-Time must be entered into the Outage Scheduler if it is to remain an Outage for longer than two hours.
(3)
Any Forced Outage of a Resource that occurs in Real-Time must be entered into the Outage Scheduler as soon as practicable.
(4)
If the QSE is to receive the exemption described in paragraph (5)(d) of Section 8.1.1.4.1, Regulation Service and Generation Resource/Controllable Load Resource Energy Deployment Performance, the QSE will notify ERCOT Operators by voice communication of every Forced Outage, Forced Derate, or Startup Loading Failure within 15 minutes.
�This section is also being revised by NPRR190.


�This section is also being revised by NPRR190.
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