Nodal Protocol Revision Request


	NPRR Number
	432
	NPRR Title
	Deployment of Resources to Alleviate Imminent Emergency Conditions

	Date Posted
	December 2, 2011

	
	

	Requested Resolution
	Urgent.  Urgent status is requested to ensure that a transparent process for procuring and deploying Resources to alleviate imminent Emergency Conditions is documented in the Protocols before Summer 2012 in the extraordinary event that such process may need to be utilized.

	Nodal Protocol Section Requiring Revision
	6.5.1.1, ERCOT Control Area Authority

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) institutes parameters governing ERCOT’s utilization of emergency authority under Section 6.5.1.1 when ERCOT seeks to deploy Resources to maintain ERCOT System reliability when Emergency Conditions appear imminent.  The NPRR provides a process for ERCOT to procure and deploy Resources that may be used to alleviate imminent Emergency Conditions in a manner not otherwise delineated in the Protocols and Operating Guides, and requires that such procurements be made only upon approval of the ERCOT Board of Directors (ERCOT Board) and the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT).
In addition to establishing procedural steps for such procurements, the NPRR includes steps to minimize impacts on the broader market.  These steps include prohibiting such Resources from being offered into the Day-Ahead Market (DAM) or used solely to reduce local congestion.  The proposed market protections also include steps to ensure that the Resources deployed pursuant to this NPRR would be among the last in line for economic Dispatch, so as not to displace Resources that are On-Line and offering into the market.  

	Reason for Revision
	Due to the extraordinary temperatures and excessive drought conditions during Summer 2011, ERCOT executed short-term contracts with two generation owners to return “mothballed” units to service in order to prevent an imminent Emergency Condition.  ERCOT performed these actions under Section 6.5.1.1, but structured the short-term contracts to match the methodology used for Reliability Must-Run (RMR) Service.  This NPRR prescribes a specific and transparent process when ERCOT seeks to take actions similar to those taken in the Summer 2011.  The NPRR preserves ERCOT’s authority to maintain reliability in Emergency Conditions, but establishes limits on how ERCOT may procure and deploy certain Resources in such circumstances.  The NPRR provides the market with greater transparency regarding ERCOT’s exercise of its authority to procure and deploy Resources to alleviate an imminent Emergency Condition, and institutionalizes protections that will limit the impact of such deployments on market prices during times of scarcity.   

	Credit Implications
	No.


	Business Case

	Business Case
	1
	Prescribes the process for procuring Resources to alleviate imminent Emergency Conditions.

	
	2
	Describes the dispatch process for Generation Resources in order to minimize market impacts.


	Sponsor

	Name
	Bill Magness / Chad V. Seely

	E-mail Address
	bmagness@ercot.com / cseely@ercot.com

	Company
	Electric Reliability Council of Texas, Inc. (ERCOT)

	Phone Number
	(512) 225-7076 / (512) 225-7035

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	Not Applicable


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Jonathan Levine

	E-Mail Address
	jlevine@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-6464


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


6.5.1.1
ERCOT Control Area Authority

(1)
ERCOT, as Control Area Operator (CAO), is authorized to perform the following actions for the limited purpose of securely operating the ERCOT Transmission Grid under the standards specified in North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) Standards, the Operating Guides and these Protocols, including:

(a)
Direct the physical operation of the ERCOT Transmission Grid, including circuit breakers, switches, voltage control equipment, and Load-shedding equipment;

(b)
Dispatch Resources that have committed to provide Ancillary Services;

(c)
Direct changes in the operation of voltage control equipment;

(d)
Direct the implementation of Reliability Must-Run (RMR) Service, Remedial Action Plans (RAPs), Special Protection Systems (SPSs), and transmission switching to prevent the violation of ERCOT Transmission Grid security limits; and

(e)
Perform additional actions required to prevent an imminent Emergency Condition or to restore the ERCOT Transmission Grid to a secure state in the event of an ERCOT Transmission Grid Emergency Condition.

(2)
Consistent with paragraph (1)(e) above, if ERCOT seeks to exercise its authority to prevent an imminent Emergency Condition by deploying Resources that may be used to maintain ERCOT System reliability in a manner not otherwise delineated in these Protocols and the Operating Guides, ERCOT shall not take such actions without approval of the ERCOT Board and the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT).  ERCOT shall, to the fullest extent practicable, ensure that such actions meet the following criteria:

(a)
Any Resources procured pursuant to this paragraph will be procured using an open process, and the terms of the procurement between ERCOT and the Resource Entity will be memorialized in contracts that will be publicly available for inspection on the ERCOT website.  Each contract will include specified financial terms and termination dates that will be established before the contract is presented for review by the ERCOT Board and the PUCT.  Approval of ERCOT’s actions by the ERCOT Board and the PUCT must be obtained before ERCOT may execute such a contract.  
(b)
Resources deployed to alleviate imminent Emergency Conditions will not be offered into the Day-Ahead Market (DAM).  Rather, ERCOT will determine whether to use the Resources as part of the Hourly Reliability Unit Commitment (HRUC) process based on system conditions and the ability to meet Demand.  In the event these Resources are committed and On-Line, ERCOT systems will generate a proxy offer for the Resource at the SWCAP.  The default offer will place the Resources among the last for economic Dispatch, so as not to displace Resources that are On-Line and offering into the market.  To the extent practicable, the Resources deployed to alleviate imminent Emergency Conditions will not be used solely for the purpose of reducing local congestion.
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