Regional Planning Group Meeting Notes
November 11, 2011

Agenda

· Antitrust Admonition

· Agenda Review & Introductions

· Miscellaneous Project Update

· Planning Working Group Update

· Winter Assessment for NERC

· Brownsville Loop Project 

· Eagle Ford Shale Related Transmission Projects

· CREZ Voltage Profiles on Series Compensated Lines

· CREZ Weak Grid Oscillations and Control Tuning

Miscellaneous Project Update
· The ERCOT Board of Directors is requiring that a seasonal assessment be presented at the RPG each season.

· The ROS has rejected PGRR0011. As a result, a task force has been set up to address each piece separately with an NPRR or PGRR. Dan said he will participate in this Task Force, in response to an offline question.

· There is an interest in publishing the 5 Year Plan earlier.

· The plan for the winter SARA and CDR is to release them in time for the TAC meeting in Dec2011. The current thinking is that, in February, we will publish the final SARA for the spring and the preliminary for the summer. The SARA in Apr will contain the final for the summer and the preliminary for the fall.

· When asked if the Board needs to see the SARAs first, Dan said that we will meet our legal obligations related to non-discriminatory access.
Planning Working Group Update
· The most recent PLWG meeting was on 28Oct; the next will be on 28Nov11.

· Three PGRR’s have been sent out for comments. Rob Lane said that they are making good progress.

· An issues list has been posted on the PLWG website. This list addresses changes to planning procedures and criteria that are substantive, as opposed to the PGRRs submitted to-date that have been more administrative.

· The SSWG has formed a task force to work on incorporating the SSWG procedures into the planning guide.

Winter Assessment for NERC
· Each region responds in document format plus a spread sheet containing CDR type data.

· The ERCOT ISO prepares a draft assessment which is review by TRE, with some iterations. It was sent to NERC in mid-Oct. There is a peer review for each region. NERC then publishes an all region summary.

· The 2011/2012 winter peak demand forecast of 53,562 MW is 11 percent higher than the 2010/2011 winter peak demand forecast of 48,066 MW.  

· Continued drought conditions would have the following effect:

· Rainfall ½ of normal would reduce our ability to generate by 400MW.

· Zero rain would reduce it by 2,900 MW.

· The worst case would be if water rights were withdrawn and that would reduce the ability to generate by 9,000MW 

5 Year Transmission Plan Update
· The 2011 5YTP n-1 reliability cases and results were posted on 14Nov11. 

Brownsville Loop Project
· Cost estimates for the various options have been included since the last RPG meeting, although some are still subject to change.

·  10% was used for wind generation. It was suggested that the team investigate scenarios with lower and higher wind. This is feasible although not in the scope at this time.

· The tentative date for the study report was revised to November 22, 2011 for presentations to the Board and TAC in December.
Eagle Ford Shale Related Transmission Projects
· Doug Evans represented the South Texas Electric Cooperative which is comprised of eight member coops.

· He presented the load forecast for the Eagle Ford Shale region of Texas due to the pumping of oil and natural gas. For drilling, oil and gas companies usually bring in their own generators.

· The forecasted growth is 2X by 2016 to 731MW.

· The question was raised whether the Moody’s GDP forecasts are capturing this demand? Dan said that we would find out. 

· We generally use non-farm employment as a way of predicting load growth. The question was raised whether this type of load demand has a higher KW implication per employee than other types of industries.

CREZ Voltage Profiles on Series Compensated Lines

· Paul Hassink (AEP) gave a presentation discussing voltage profile considerations when designing series compensation

· The best location for series capacitors is mid-line for flatter voltage characteristics over distance.
CREZ Weak Grid Oscillations and Control Tuning
· A voltage controller can be used for tuning to reduce oscillations in a CREZ environment
· An example, using a PMU output has been demonstrated.
· Dan said that it would be worthwhile to have a PMU at the output of every generator. The PMU itself is not expensive; it is the communication that is costly.
· There was a previous presentation on this subject during the Mar11 RPG at http://www.ercot.com/content/meetings/rpg/keydocs/2011/0311/Item_4.a__2010-11_NASPI_Power__Plant_Model_Validation_for_NE.pdf.
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