Operations Working Group Meeting

Wednesday, 10/19/11

LCRA, SOCC

In Attendance:
Mike Noth – LCRA (QSE)

John Warren – LCRA (TO)

John Blackwell – AE

Rosemary Haarer – AE

David Penney – Texas RE

Walter Reid – Wind Coalition

Jack Thormahlen – LCRA (QSE)

Robert Avila – BPUB (TO) 
Yvette Landin – ERCOT

Sherry Looney – Luminant

Tip Tipton – Brazos (TO)

Wayne Bolton – Brazos (QSE)

Joel Koepke – ERCOT

Colleen Frosch – ERCOT

James Jacob – AE (QSE)

Alan Bern – Oncor

Jeff Sims – CPS (TO)

Jerry Willms – Lone Star (TO)

Brad Calhoun – CNP 

Rand Westbrook – CNP

Dial-In Attendees:
Leo Villanueva – ERCOT
Isabel Flores – ERCOT
Bill Blevins – ERCOT

Matt Stout – ERCOT
1. Antitrust Admonition – Meeting opened at 9:34 with a review of the Antitrust Admonition by Brad Calhoun.
2. ROS Meeting – No comments.

3. September OWG Meeting Notes – No corrections.

Jack Thormahlen asked if progress had been made on informing REs about their eligibility to join OWG. It was determined that an email had not been sent out.  Brad Calhoun suggested this be brought up during the 10/21 ROS Special Meeting.

4. NOGRR Reviews
a. 078NOGRR: Real-Time Security Analysis Language Clean Up to Reconcile Operating Guides with Current Operation Practices – Tabled for one month to allow time for discussion at the 10/21 Meeting.
Group reviewed new language/criteria for Security studies and also discussed the changes/restrictions to the Planning Studies found in PIGR 011.  Brad Calhoun pointed out that it was not clear which type of studies these changes should be applied to (e.g. 45 days out, 90 days out, etc.).
b. 080NOGRR: Inadvertent Interchange and Inadvertent Energy Clarification – OWG Recommended Approval.
c. 081NOGRR: Synchronization with NPRR374, Modification of SCR Process and Urgency Requirements – OWG Recommended Approval.
d. 082NOGRR: Synchronization with NPRR258 and Alignment of Primary Frequency Response Test Procedures – No action taken.  
ERCOT staff explained that Urgency will be requested at the November ROS meeting and that comments and concerns should be submitted to ERCOT ASAP.
5. Monthly Operations Report for September
Walter Reid asked about the binding percentage of the West-to-North Interface.  Colleen Frosch said that the binding percentage is now 80%.

6. Nodal Protocol and guides Resolution Task Force Report – No Report.

7. Operations Task Force Report – No Report.
8. Compliance Report

David Penney reminded the group of the Texas RE GAD Workshop to be held on 11/3/11.  The NERC comments period was still open for FAC-003 and the BES definition.  Also the project for the group of Standards dealing with generation requirements for transmission interface.
9. System Operations Report

Colleen Frosch commented that next year’s Operations Seminar will be approximately $375 which is about $19 - $20 a CEH.  It will return to the old schedule (4 days long; half days on Monday and Thursday).
10. Other
a. David Penney discuss the reasoning behind 083NOGRR

The requirements for reporting vegetation-related transmission Outages exist in the NERC Standards; therefore it is not necessary to be in the Operating Guides.

b. Language Differences in EEA sections of the Guides and Protocols

Yvette Landin pointed out that there were language differences between the Protocols and Guides.  Colleen Frosch mentioned that portions of the Protocols related to EEAs were recently updated.  The group noted that, due to the inherent timeline for updates, changes to the Operating Guides would always lag Protocol changes.

c. CREZ Reactive Management
Walter Reid asked if there is a need for automated or procedural management of reactive issues in the West.  He wonders if a central reactive controller for the West might be necessary.

11. Meeting Adjourned at 11:45. 
Notes compiled by Joel Koepke
