DRAFT
Minutes of the Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS) Meeting

ERCOT Austin – 7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744

Thursday, October 13, 2011 – 9:30 a.m.
Attendance
Members:

	Alvarez, Eli
	Brownsville PUB
	Via Teleconference

	Armke, James
	Austin Energy
	

	Carpenter, Jeremy
	Tenaska Power Services
	

	Garrett, Mark
	Direct Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Gedrich, Brian
	NextEra Energy
	

	Gutierrez, Fernando
	BP Energy
	

	Hatfield, Bill
	LCRA
	

	Holloway, Harry
	GDF Suez Energy Marketing
	

	Jones, Liz
	Oncor Electric Delivery
	Alt. Rep. for K. Donohoo

	Keetch, Rick
	Reliant Energy Retail Services
	

	Kunkel, Dennis
	AEP Service Corporation
	

	Marsh, Tony
	Texas Power
	

	Moore, John
	South Texas Electric Cooperative
	

	Rocha, Paul
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Ryno, Randy
	Brazos Electric Power Cooperative
	

	Schwarz, Brad
	E.ON Climate and Renewables
	

	Vander Laan, Dirk
	Exelon Generation
	

	Williams, Blake
	CPS Energy
	

	Wittmeyer, Bob
	Residential Consumer
	


The following proxies were assigned:

· David DeTullio to Bob Wittmeyer
· Randy Jones to Brian Gedrich

Guests:

	Bevill, Jennifer
	AEP SC
	

	Burke, Tom
	APM
	

	Davison, Brian
	PUCT
	Via Teleconference

	DeWitt, Charles
	LCRA
	Via Teleconference

	Gibbens, David
	CPS Energy
	

	Grimes, Mike
	EDPR
	Via Teleconference

	Hampton, Brenda
	Luminant
	

	Henry, Mark
	Texas Reliability Entity
	

	Horvath, Julius
	LoneStar Transmission
	

	Hudson, Tony
	TNMP
	Via Teleconference

	Kee, David
	CPS Energy
	

	Kolodziej, Eddie
	Customized Energy Solutions
	

	Krishnaswamy, Vikram
	Constellation
	Via Teleconference

	Lane, Rob
	Luminant
	

	Niemeyer, Sydney
	NRG Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Noth, Mike
	LCRA
	

	Owens, Frank
	TMPA
	

	Pankratz, Andy
	NextEra Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Parr, Larry
	CPS Energy
	

	Penny, David
	TRE
	

	Reid, Walter
	Wind Coalition
	

	Thormahlen, Jack
	LCRA
	

	Vo, Trieu
	CPS Energy
	

	Zaragoza, Steve
	GP&L
	

	Zotter, Laura
	Austin Energy
	Via Teleconference


ERCOT Staff:

	Albracht, Brittney
	
	

	Billo, Jeff
	
	

	Blevins, Bill
	
	

	Frosch, Colleen
	
	

	Hu, Tony
	
	Via Teleconference

	Landin, Yvette
	
	

	Lopez, George
	
	

	Sharma, Sandip
	
	Via Teleconference

	Sills, Alex
	
	

	Surendran, Resmi
	
	Via Teleconference

	Teixeira, Jay
	
	

	Thompson, Chad
	
	


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.

ROS Vice Chair Blake Williams called the ROS meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.  
Antitrust Admonition

Mr. Williams directed attention to the displayed ERCOT Antitrust Admonition and noted the requirement to comply with the ERCOT Antitrust Guidelines.  A copy of the guidelines was available for review.  
Agenda Review
There were no changes to the agenda.
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Update (see Key Documents)

Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 334, Incorporate Resource Limit for the Amount of Regulation Service that may be Provided from a Generation Resource During any Operating Hour 
Mr. Williams noted the TAC remand and request for ROS comment before the December 1, 2011 TAC meeting.  ERCOT Staff requested the opportunity to prepare and present additional data to ROS and working groups; Liz Jones recalled TAC discussion regarding the desire to see incidents that had given rise to ERCOT concerns.  Market Participants discussed whether Resource-specific data might be discussed in ROS, or if such discussions might only be held at the Performance Disturbance Compliance Working Group (PDCWG); that Resources-specific information older than 60 days is posted to the Market Information System (MIS); and that the Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) Managers Working Group (QMWG) should consider implementation issues.  Paul Rocha noted that he had abstained on the recommendation for rejection, and noted that he is not moved by arguments that there is not an issue unless it can be demonstrated that it is already occurring.  
Ms. L. Jones moved to request that the Wholesale Market Subcommittee (WMS) and QMWG share the results of their review of NPRR334 at the November 10, 2011 ROS meeting; and to request that the PDCWG provide clarification as to the range of opinions regarding any reliability concern associated with the value of 30% recommended in the 8/11/11 PDCWG comments.  Mr. Rocha seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

ROS Voting Items 

Draft September 15, 2011 ROS Meeting Minutes 
Randy Ryno moved to approve the September 15, 2011 ROS meeting minutes.  Dennis Kunkel seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Annual Review of Telemetry Standards and State Estimator Performance Standard
Alex Sills reminded Market Participants that TAC is now required to undertake an annual review of the Telemetry Standards and State Estimator Standards; presented the 20 most important station voltages, as designated by ERCOT and ROS; and noted that The Network Data Support Working Group (NDSWG) does not believe that additional revisions to the State Estimator Standard are required at this time.  James Armke asked if there exists a map indicating the location of the important buses; Mr. Sills answered that there is not a map; that it would be possible to create a map for 2012; and noted that the system does take care to geographically distribute the buses.

Mr. Rocha moved to approve the 20 station voltages as presented by ERCOT, and to reaffirm the existing State Estimator and Telemetry Standards.  Mr. Ryno seconded the motion.  Market Participants discussed that the 20 bus limit was developed several years ago, and that for the 20 buses designated, there are higher standards for telemetry.  The motion carried unanimously.

PGRR008, New Planning Guide Section 4 – Generation Resource Interconnection

Market Participants reviewed the 10/5/11 PLWG and 10/5/11 Calpine comments.  ERCOT Staff suggested use of Net Dependable Capability as a more appropriate measure of unit capability in determining whether an upgrade request must follow the change request procedures.  Market Participants discussed that “summer net demonstrated capability” is not a defined term; Mr. Reid raised to ROS’ attention use of the word “unit” and expressed concern that the word is used in various ways, is also undefined, and suggested that Generation Resource be used instead.
Mr. Rocha moved to recommend approval of PGRR008 as amended by the 10/5/11 Calpine comments and as revised by ROS.  Bob Wittmeyer seconded the motion.  The motion carried with one objection from the Consumer Market Segment.
NPRR381, Registration Requirements for Interconnecting Entities

NPRR408, Clarification of ERCOT Authority to Deny Energization of Non-Compliant Generators
Market Participants reviewed the 10/4/11 PLWG comments and the 10/5/11 E.ON Climate and Renewables North America comments to NPRR408.  ERCOT Staff offered additional language revisions and noted that ERCOT, as the reliability entity, must continue to monitor for reliability issues and cannot agree to any language that restricts it from that role.  Market Participants offered further language revisions.

Mr. Schwarz moved to endorse NPRR408 as amended by the 10/4/11 PLWG comments and as revised by ROS, and to recommend rejection of NPRR381.  Mr. Greer seconded the motion.  The motion carried with one abstention from the Municipal Market Segment.
NPRR366, Generation Resource Power Factor Criteria Clarification  
ROS took no action on this item; Market Participants noted that a workshop on the topic is pending.

NPRR385, Security Violation Analysis and Reporting and Negative Price Floor 

ERCOT Staff noted that efforts are underway to move violation language from NPRR385 to NPRR393, SCED Constraint Management Transparency, and thereby reduce system impacts.  Market Participants discussed that QMWG is planning to discuss NPRR385.

Ms. L. Jones moved to request that PRS continue to table NPRR385 to allow time for further review.  Mr. Armke seconded the motion.  It was noted that at the Special ROS meeting on October 21, 2011 reliability aspects of congestion irresolvable by SCED would be discussed.  The motion carried unanimously.
NPRR315, Revision of Responsive Reserve Measure to High Emergency Limit (formerly “Revision of Responsive Reserve Measure to Net Dependable Capability) 
Market Participants discussed that ROS is awaiting the review of test results by ERCOT and PDCWG, and that NPRR315 remains tabled.  ROS took no action on this item.

PGRR011, Planning Criteria Clarifications and Enhancements to Narrow the Gap Between Operations and Planning 

Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) 078, Real-Time Security Analysis Language Clean Up to Reconcile Operating Guides with Current Operation Practice 

NPRR409, Outage Planning Criteria Clarifications and Enhancements to Narrow Gap Between Real-Time Operations and Outage Planning 
Market Participants discussed that PGRR011, NOGRR078, and NPRR409 would be better considered after the Special ROS Meeting on October 21, 2011 regarding coordination of operations and planning environments; presentations for the Special ROS meeting are being built around questions submitted by Market Participants to ERCOT Staff as requested by Ken Donohoo; and that Market Participants should send additional questions across the ROS listserv as presentations are published.  Ms. L. Jones offered that the Special ROS meeting will be an opportunity for Market Participants to review a common base of information.  ROS took no action on the items.

2012 Block Schedule 
There were no objections to the proposed 2012 ROS dates, though Market Participants noted that April and October ROS meetings might require rescheduling, pending Gulf Cost Power Association (GCPA) meetings.

ERCOT Reports (see Key Documents)
September System Planning Report
Jeff Billo presented the September System Planning report.  Mr. Kunkel asked why the wind interconnection report had not changed from the August report; Mr. Billo noted that a number of ongoing studies related to Competitive Renewable Energy Zone (CREZ) facilities had not yet been completed.

September Operations Report
Naga Kota presented the September Operations report.  Mr. Greer suggested that better granularity would be helpful as it pertains to Congestion Management and the number of intervals involved.  Mr. Blevins noted that Market Notices had been sent regarding an update to the stability matrix and Transient Security Analysis Tool (TSAT) implementation.   

Nodal Planning Go Live Status Reports (see Key Documents)

Steady State Working Group (SSWG) Report

No questions were offered regarding the posted SSWG report.

Update: SCR760, Recommended Changes Needed for Information Model Manager and Topology Processor for Planning Models 

Jay Teixeira noted that SCR760-3, Zero Impedance Line Ratings, SCR760-7, Assign Valid PSSE IDs to Breakers/Switches/Series Devices, and SCR760-8, Phase Shift of Autos for Short Circuit Studies, are planned to go into production on October 17, 2011 in time for the Congestion Revenue Right (CRR) Auction data pull.

Resource Asset Registration Form (RARF) Workshop Results

Mr. Teixeira noted that the workshop was well-attended by Resource Entities and Transmission Service Providers (TSPs), and that it was discussed that sharing the RARF with the TSP before submission is a good practice.

Emerging Technologies Working Group (ETWG) (see Key Documents)
Brian Gedrich noted that the ETWG Storage Workshop would likely be scheduled for December 2, 2011 at ERCOT Austin.
ROS Working Group/Task Force Reports (see Key Documents)

Black Start Working Group

Critical Infrastructure Protection Working Group

Dynamics Working Group

Network Data Support Working Group

Operations Working Group
Operations Task Force
Nodal Protocol and Guides Resolution Task Force
System Protection Working Group
No questions were offered regarding the posted reports.

PDCWG

Mr. Reid requested that ROS give discussion to the PDCWG report pertaining to the Wind-powered Generation Resources (WGRs) Generation Resource Energy Deployment Performance (GREDP) calculation, and expressed concern that approximately 50 percent of WGRs being measured are failing, which Mr. Reid attributed to too few intervals being measured, or being measured during curtailment.  Mr. Reid offered that if measured the same as conventional generation, virtually 100 percent of WGRs pass.  Mr. Reid did not suggest that WGRs and conventional generation have the same measure, but suggested that it is worth considering when WGRs are measured.  
Market Participants discussed the December 1, 2011 deadline for WGRs and Governor response compliance for Primary Frequency Response; that some vendors are struggling to implement the capability; and that PDCWG and ERCOT are aware of vendors’ capabilities.  Mr. Reid requested that the requirement be reconsidered for installations predating the requirement unless a reliability issue can be demonstrated.
Other Business

NOGRR065, Authorize ERCOT to Procure Additional RRS During Severe Cold Weather
Yvette Landin noted the withdrawal of NOGRR065.
NOGRR082, Synchronization with NPRR258 and Alignment of Primary Frequency Response Test Procedures
Ms. Landin noted that ERCOT Staff intends to request Urgent status for NOGRR082 at the November 10, 2011 ROS meeting.

Adjournment
Mr. Williams adjourned the October 13, 2011 ROS meeting at 11:58 a.m.
� Key Documents referenced in these minutes may be accessed on the ERCOT website at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2011/10/20111013-ROS" �http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2011/10/20111013-ROS� 
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