Regional Planning Group Meeting Notes:
October 14, 2011
Agenda

· Antitrust Admonition

· Introductions
· PLWG Update
· 5 Year Transmission Plan Update
· Cross Valley Brownsville Loop Project Update

· Cross State Air Pollution Rules Impact 

· Load Forecast Discussion
· Long Term Study Project Update
· Discussion of Study Knowledge Gaps and Future Work Assignments
· Review of Meetings with other Working Groups

· Discussion of Proposed Long Term Study RFP’s

· Review of Comments Received for the LTS Interim Report

PLWG Update
· A Planning Guide Revision Request was approved by the ROS and sent on to the TAC.

· There will be a ROS workshop on October 21, 2011 to discuss PGRR 0011. The PLWG hopes to have the presentations posted by October 17, 2011.
5 Year Transmission Plan Update
· After the last meeting the reliability cases were posted.

· The reliability projects will be posted by the end of the month. A report is planned for the end of the year.
Cross Valley Brownsville Loop Project Update

· A draft report is planned for the end of the month.

· The transmission line shown on page 10 of the presentation is shown as a straight line, however, it could include a fly-by to Frontera.

· Dan Woodfin said that ERCOT does not do the routing. ERCOT needs TSPs to provide input on correct contingencies to be assumed in studies and then ERCOT will document study assumptions.
Review of Comments Received for the LTS Interim Report

· One comment regarding the interim report was that there is no bridge between study horizons. ERCOT  welcomes advice on how to accomplish this.

· Also, in the current BAU, wind is the only energy limited resource in the model. This is because ERCOT has experience modeling wind and right now they are optimizing tools and methodologies. The plan is to have solar, storage, efficiency, demand side management, etc. in the final report.
Review of Meetings with other Working Groups

· Paul Hudson and Warren Lasher have met with the chair or co-chair of ETWG, WMS, AMIT, DSWG, TAC and ROS. 
· Dan used the analogy of a county fair for the LTS. Different people go to the fair for different reasons. The shareholders are invited to communicate what they need from the study.

Long Term Study Project Update

· Warren presented a calendar which addresses both the DOE requirements and the state legislature mandated studies.

· The shareholder comments have brought to light certain knowledge gaps: demand-side resources, solar resources storage technologies geothermal, electric vehicles, etc.

· SMU was suggested as a source of information for geothermal, also, the Solar Energy Industries Association annual report for solar.

· Two RFP’s are in sign off: Wind Generation Patterns and Operational Reliability. Also, the LTS team  is looking for help to resolve the scenario parameters   
Load Forecast Discussion

· Calvin Opheim said that the best load forecast that ERCOT has found is a combination of the weather and the non-farm employment.
· A new long term forecast is planned by the end of the year.
· Feb12 will be the first summer Seasonal Assessment Resource Availability report.

Cross State Air Pollution Rules Impact 
· Warren presented the report that was presented to the PUCT earlier this month.
General

· There was a request to post all of the material presented.
Communication

Website: http://www.ercot.com/committees/other/lts/ 

Phone: 512-248-3152

Email: longtermstudy@ercot.com 

To sign up for the “longtermstudy” email distribution list – go to http://lists.ercot.com
