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	Comments


Topaz believes that the language in this NPRR adds risk, costs and delays to Resource development in Texas that may have a more sustained and significant impact on reliability than the perceived benefits of the language itself.  Allowing ERCOT to potentially abrogate an SGIA 60 days after agreement between the TSP and Resource, may significantly delay financing and construction.  Further, this new requirement may significantly increase costs of development, financing and construction in ERCOT and lead developers to alternative regions for investment.
Topaz continues to believe that ERCOT should be a party to the interconnection agreement rather than inserting itself after the fact into a bilateral agreement through a quasi-judicial approval that is fraught with uncertainty and open to broad interpretation.

If PRS and TAC vote to move this NPRR forward rather than recommend that ERCOT seek an expedited rule-making to make the SGIA a trilateral agreement under the PUCT rules then, Topaz has some minor changes to the ROS approved Proposed Language that we believe will bring more certainty to the process.   
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1.6.5
Interconnection of New or Existing Generation 

Interconnection of new All-Inclusive Generation Resources to the ERCOT Transmission Grid must be in accordance with the Protocols, the Planning Guide, the Nodal Operating Guides and Other Binding Documents.  For existing All-Inclusive Generation Resources which connect to a new Point of Interconnection (POI) or which utilize more than one POI to the ERCOT Transmission Grid, any Protocol or Other Binding Document requirements applicable to Generation Resources which are based upon the execution date of the Standard Generation Interconnection Agreement (SGIA) shall be applied to the date of the first executed SGIA with the following exceptions:

(a)
For a new POI, existing Generation Resources shall comply with the requirements in Section 3.15, Voltage Support, and Nodal Operating Guide Section 2.9, Voltage Ride-Through Requirements for Generation Resources, based upon the execution date of the most recent SGIA.

(b)
For more than one POI, existing Generation Resources shall comply with the requirements in Section 3.15 and Nodal Operating Guide Section 2.9 based upon the execution date of the SGIA relative to the POI where the Generation Resource is electrically connected.

16.5
Registration of a Resource Entity 

(1)
A Resource Entity owns or controls an All-Inclusive Resource connected to the ERCOT System.  Each Resource Entity operating in the ERCOT Region must register with ERCOT.  To become registered as a Resource Entity, an Entity must execute a Standard Form Market Participant Agreement (using the form in Section 22, Attachment A, Standard Form Market Participant Agreement), designate Resource Entity Authorized Representatives, contacts, and a User Security Administrator (USA) (per the Application for Registration as a Resource Entity), and demonstrate to ERCOT’s reasonable satisfaction that it is capable of performing the functions of a Resource Entity under these Protocols.  The Resource Entity shall register each All-Inclusive Resource with ERCOT through ERCOT registration, except for Distributed Generation (DG) with an installed capacity equal to or lower than the DG registration threshold.
(2)
Prior to commissioning, Resources Entities will regularly update the data necessary for modeling.  These updates will reflect the best available information at the time submitted.
(3)
Following ERCOT’s receipt of a new or amended Standard Generation Interconnection Agreement (SGIA) or a letter from a duly authorized official from the Municipally Owned Utility (MOU) or cooperative,  ERCOT shall review the description of the proposed All-Inclusive Generation Resource in Exhibit “C” (or similar exhibit) to the SGIA and the data submitted through the Resource registration process to assess whether the Resource, as proposed, would violate any operational standards established in the Protocols, Planning Guide, Operating Guides, and Other Binding Documents.  ERCOT must provide its determination to the Transmission Service Provider (TSP) and the owner of the proposed Resource within 60 days of the date ERCOT receives the new or amended SGIA or letter from a duly authorized official from the MOU or EC.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, this determination shall not preclude ERCOT from subsequently determining that the Resource violates any operational standards established in the Protocols, Planning Guide, Operating Guides, and Other Binding Documents or from taking any appropriate action based on that determination.
(4)
If, at any time before allowing initial synchronization of an All-Inclusive Generation Resource with the ERCOT System following the execution of a new or amended SGIA or ERCOT’s receipt of a letter from a duly authorized official from the MOU or cooperative, ERCOT reasonably determines that the Resource may violate operational standards established in the Protocols, Planning Guide, Operating Guides, and Other Binding Documents, ERCOT may require the affected Resource Entity to demonstrate to ERCOT’s reasonable satisfaction that the Resource can comply with these standards before the Resource will be permitted to synchronize.  ERCOT must promptly identify the particular provision that it determines may be violated and the factual basis for this determination.  ERCOT may refuse to allow initial synchronization if the Resource Entity cannot demonstrate that the Resource can comply with these standards.  Upon review of the Resource Entity’s response to that determination, ERCOT must promptly notify the Resource Entity whether the possible violation of operational standards established in the Protocols, Planning Guide, Nodal Operating Guides, and Other Binding Documents has been remedied.  
(5)
DG with an installed capacity greater than one MW, the DG registration threshold, must register with ERCOT.  ERCOT shall reduce the DG registration threshold as required by these Protocols and post this requirement on the Market Information System (MIS) Public Area.  ERCOT shall produce quarterly reports on the total unregistered installed capacity of DG greater than 50 kW below the current threshold, summed by Load Zone.  Such quarterly report shall contain the current DG registration threshold.  If the total installed capacity of unregistered DG greater that 50 kW exceeds ten MW in any Load Zone, then ERCOT shall issue a Market Notice that states a lower DG registration threshold.  Such registration threshold shall be calculated by ERCOT to reduce the total installed capacity of unregistered DG greater than 50 kW to no more than seven MW in any Load Zone.  This new DG registration threshold shall become effective nine months after ERCOT has issued the Market Notice and posted the new requirement on the MIS Public Area.  Notwithstanding the above, at no time shall ERCOT reduce the DG registration threshold below 50 kW.

(6)
Following this Market Notice, ERCOT shall inform the appropriate Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) subcommittee of the change in DG registration requirements at its next meeting.  The subcommittee shall analyze the quarterly report, and may take any action it deems appropriate, including submitting a Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) to alter this Section.
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