OWG Report to ROS
October 13, 2011
The Operations Working Group (OWG) met September 21, 2011.
On September 21, the OWG met for its regularly scheduled meeting. During the meeting the following items were discussed:
Operations Task Force Report – (Stan Morris) – The group reviewed a report on the upcoming Winter Storm Drill.  A Drill Timeline notice sent out yesterday.  The date of the drill was changed from November 16th to November 30th because of entity scheduling conflicts.  There will be a conference call on October 25th to discuss the drill.  Stan Morris reminded the group that the drill would probably be scrutinized due to the Feb 2, 2011 event.  Brad Calhoun pointed out that the PUCT staff should be invited to participate in the conference call and drill since in PUCT Substantive Rules 25.53 entities are required to conduct drills if they do not implement their Emergency Operations Plans during the year.

The Texas RE Report – David Penney (Texas RE), the group reviewed the Texas RE compliance report. The Texas Re will conduct a fall Compliance Workshop October 11th in Houston.  There will also be a GADS workshop on Nov 3rd.  Dave noted that a change to the definition of a BES was on the horizon.
The OWG reviewed the following:

NOGRR 065 Authorize ERCOT to Procure Additional RRS During Severe Cold Weather 
This NOGRR will be withdrawn by the submitter. 
NOGRR078Real-Time Security Analysis Language Clean Up to Reconcile Operating Guides with Current Operation Practice

Brenda Hampton reported on the status of this and other related revision requests.  She pointed out that the related NPRR409 Outage Planning Criteria Clarifications and Enhancements to Narrow Gap Between Real-Time Operations and Outage Planning was scheduled to be reviewed by PRS on Thursday, September 22nd and expected to be tabled.  Brenda Hampton commented that it was premature for OWG to take any action on this NOPGRR.  She reminded the group that there is a ROS Special Meeting Workshop to review this issue on Friday, Oct. 21.  Items to be discussed at the workshop are NPRR409, NPRR385, NOGRR078, and PGRR011.  OWG members are encouraged to review these related revision requests internally to determine impact and position.  OWG took no action.

NOGRR079 Administrative Changes for the October 1, 2011 Nodal Operating Guides

The group reviewed the administrative NOGRR that replaces the term Texas Regional Entity with Texas Reliability Entity and the term TRE with Texas RE.  Frank Owens commented that there were some references to the TRE that need to be revised due to processes changes that have taken place.  The areas that need revision are 1.5.4 ERCOT Severe Weather Drills, “The Texas Regional Entity (TRE) will verify and report Entity participation to the Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS)”. and 3.7.2 NERC Requirements for Reporting Vegetation-Related Line Outages, “The TRE shall report results to the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC).  Details of the NERC requirements, including reporting exceptions, can be found in the vegetation management program template located on the TRE website.”  These noted discrepancies will be taken up by the NPGRTF at their October meeting.  OWG took no action on this administrative NOGRR.

System Operations Report - ERCOT reviewed August Operations Report.

Other Discussions:  
Sabotage Reporting
Guides, 3.7.3 ERCOT Requirements for Reporting Sabotage language was reviewed.  It was noted that each entity needed to review recent developments related to sabotage reporting.

One-Line Diagrams, CEII

Entities should check to see if One-Line diagrams designated as CEII information might be unwittingly posted in the public domain.

CNP requested that each member of OWG review their internal procedures and request their operators use last names when formally communicating with other entities.

Next OWG meeting – October 19, 2011 at ERCOT Met Center.
