Regional Planning Group Meeting Notes: 16Sept2011
Agenda

· Antitrust Admonition

· Introductions

· Miscellaneous Minor Updates

· PLWG Update
· CSAPR Impacts was not presented

· 5 Year Transmission Plan Update
· Houston Dynamic Reactive Review
· Cross Valley Brownsville Loop Project Update

· SSR/SSI Screening Concepts

· CREZ SVC Tuning Update

PLWG Update
· The latest results of this group was posted at the LRS meeting on 15Sept11.
· There will be a ROS workshop in mid to late October. Questions are invited. Dan Woodfin inquired about the deadline for questions.
Miscellaneous Minor Updates
· The ERCOT Board of Directors in response to the 2Feb11 incident has decided that there will be seasonal assessments presented at every RPG meeting starting next month.

· Also, next month will be a presentation of the LTS. Subgroups will be created as needed.

5 Year Transmission Plan Update

· The SSWG loads include behind-the-fence self-served load.  This load is added back into the ERCOT forecast for the 5 year plan
· Next month there will be a presentation designed to understand the losses.

· It was suggested that we look at bringing back mothballed units before building new ones.

Houston Dynamic Reactive Review
· In February CenterPoint Energy submitted a project to install additional dynamic reactive compensation in the Houston area for RPG review.
· Project estimated to cost $125 million.
· ERCOT and CenterPoint Energy came up with an alternative to split the W. A. Parish 345 kV bus at an estimated cost of $11 million
· There is expected to be construction outage congestion due to the project, but this should be less than the estimated capital cost savings (though ERCOT did not quantify the congestion cost)
Cross Valley Brownsville Loop Project Update

· The original proposal from Sharyland and Brownsville was presented along with three additional alternatives. They had also made an addendum on 15June11.
· The plan is to come to a consensus by the next RPG meeting.

· It was pointed out that ERCOT used the Railroad Back-to-Back both in February and August. 

SSR/SSI Screening Concepts
· Series compensation can improve the stability and voltage controllability of the network and it makes it possible to install fewer lines total.
· Series compensation can also cause some generators to experience destructive sub-synchronous phenomena.
· It was asked if Type 4 wind generators (with an inverter on the output) are immune to this phenomenon. The answer is that this has not been proven.
· ERCOT has sent out worst case models to the generator and can send them to the TSP’s if requested.

CREZ SVC Tuning Update
· Dan stated that any changes to the ERCOT system including transmission lines and reactive elements over the initials build case go through the normal RPG process.
· The initial build case can be found in the presentation by Warren Lasher on 15Oct10 in the RPG: CREZ Reactive Study Summary.
Communication

Website: http://www.ercot.com/committees/other/lts/ 

Phone: 512-248-3152

Email: longtermstudy@ercot.com 

To sign up for the “longtermstudy” email distribution list – go to http://lists.ercot.com
�I don’t remember this comment, but something seems amiss here.





