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	Comments


ERCOT submits these comments in reply to Edison Mission Marketing & Trading’s questions below. 

Recognizing that this NPRR was approved by PRS in August 2011, ERCOT submits the following responses for clarification based on the language contained in PRS Report dated August 18, 2011.
1)  What data is ERCOT using for the AVGBP5M? The linearly ramped Base Point is calculated every four seconds such that it ramps from its initial value to the SCED Base Point over a five-minute period.  This value is then averaged for the five-minute clock period.  This value is currently used for Resource Energy Deployment Performance as described in Protocol Section 8.1.1.4.1. Is the intent to use Updated Desired Base Point (UDBP) from the ERCOT Operations Systems? Settlements does not consume or utilize the UDBP. If so, will the ramping in the EMS system be conformed to the 5 minute assumption of UDBP in this settlement change?. As we understand it currently, UDBP in Operations ramps over four minutes. The changes proposed by ERCOT in the settlement formulas assume a 5 minute UDBP ramp. It would be extremely helpful to have UDBP in Operations and UDBP in settlement be consistent. This is a separate operational issue that is independent of this NPRR.  It should also be pointed out the purpose of AVGBP5M is track how well a Resource was able to follow instructions from ERCOT.  The telemetered UDBP from ERCOT is intended to be used as a Resource control signal.  These purposes are very different.  
2) How are SCED intervals that are less than five minutes in duration handled in these calculations?  This NPRR changes appear to be based on an assumption of exact 5 minute intervals for SCED over the 15 minute Settlement Interval. Because the inputs to the average five-minute clock interval values are linearly ramped, and calculated every four seconds, the calculation is able to take into SCED intervals of any duration.  SCED intervals less than five minutes are not an issue.
3) How will PR1, PR2 and KP will be determined. Does ERCOT intend to set these variables itself? It might be good to have these values be TAC approved. The values currently in use for PR1and PR2 were determined with the passage of NPRR285, Generation Resource Base Point Deviation Charge Corrections. The value of KP was established prior to Nodal Go-Live and has not changed.  All of these values are defined in the Protocols, within the variable definitions.  A Protocol revision would be needed to change them.  ERCOT does not intend to change them without a Protocol revision.
4) No equation for AVGTG5M is provided. How is this calculated? The AVGTG5M is the average of the linearly ramped Generation Resource Output for the five-minute clock interval. How does it work for SCED intervals less than 5 minutes long? Same answer as in Question 2 above. The “old” NPRR language appeared to handle SCED intervals less than 5 minutes long (because it was based on SCED intervals, not on 5 minute clock intervals). If intervals are less than 5 minutes long, will they be excluded? The referred to NPRR language was specifically added prior to Nodal Go-Live to account of detected limitations in the inputs being used for settlements.  One of the reasons for the proposed NPRR is to remove that limitation.  Because SCED intervals less than five minutes have no effect on the calculation of the five-minute clock data, they will not be excluded.
5) TWTG no longer seems time weighted since the time is defined as five minutes without respect to the actual length of the SCED interval. Does this need to be redefined or is this a commitment from Operations for SCED operations at only a five minute interval? The underlying data is time weighted and then averaged over a 5. The name of the variable was not changed from the original language in order to avoid unnecessary system changes. The definition of this variable has no connection with SCED operations and is only a Settlements term. If necessary, TWTG could be redefined to ease confusion.  Similarly, AABP could be redefined to ease confusion.  The bill determinant variable and name were not modified in this NPRR, only the inputs to those calculations were modified.
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