DRAFT
Minutes of the Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS) Meeting

ERCOT Austin – 7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744

Thursday, August 11, 2011 – 9:30 a.m.
Attendance
Members:

	Alvarez, Eli
	Brownsville PUB
	

	Armke, James
	Austin Energy
	

	DeTullio, David
	Air Liquide
	

	Donohoo, Ken
	Oncor Electric Delivery
	

	Garrett, Mark
	Direct Energy
	

	Gedrich, Brian
	NextEra Energy
	

	Green, Bob
	Garland Power and Light
	

	Greer, Clayton
	Morgan Stanley
	

	Gutierrez, Fernando
	BP Energy
	

	Hatfield, Bill
	LCRA
	

	Helyer, Scott
	Tenaska Power Services
	

	Holloway, Harry
	GDF Suez Energy Marketing
	

	Jones, Randy
	Calpine
	

	Keetch, Rick
	Reliant Energy Retail Services
	

	Kunkel, Dennis
	AEP Service Corporation
	

	Marsh, Tony
	Texas Power
	

	McDaniel, Rex
	Texas-New Mexico Power
	

	Moore, John
	South Texas Electric Cooperative
	

	Rocha, Paul
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Ryno, Randy
	Brazos Electric Power Cooperative
	

	Schwarz, Brad
	E.ON Climate and Renewables
	

	Williams, Blake
	CPS Energy
	

	Wittmeyer, Bob
	Residential Consumer
	


The following proxies were assigned:

· Scott Helyer to Dirk Vander Laan

· Tony Marsh to Rick Keetch

Guests:

	Brandt, Adrianne
	Austin Energy
	

	Burke, Tom
	APM
	

	Burkehalter, Bob
	ABB
	

	Carlson, Trent
	JP Morgan
	

	Crews, Curtis
	TRE
	

	DeWitt, Charles
	LCRA
	

	Garza, Sergio
	LCRA
	

	Grimes, Mike
	EDPR
	

	Hudson, Tony
	TNMP
	

	Knupp, Carla
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Kremling, Barry
	GVEC
	

	Lane, Rob
	Luminant
	

	Niemeyer, Sydney
	NRG
	

	Owens, Frank
	TMPA
	

	Penney, David
	TRE
	

	Reid, Walter
	Wind Coalition
	

	Tammar, Karl
	Sharyland Utilities
	

	Wagner, Marguerite
	EMMT
	


ERCOT Staff:

	Albracht, Brittney
	
	

	Bigbee, Nathan
	
	

	Billo, Jeff
	
	

	Blevins, Bill
	
	

	Frosch, Colleen
	
	

	Landin, Yvette
	
	

	Reyes, Leticia Soto
	
	

	Rickerson, Woody
	
	Via Teleconference

	Teixeira, Jay
	
	


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.
ROS Chair Ken Donohoo called the ROS meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.  
Antitrust Admonition

Mr. Donohoo directed attention to the displayed ERCOT Antitrust Admonition and noted the requirement to comply with the ERCOT Antitrust Guidelines.  A copy of the guidelines was available for review.  
Agenda Review
There were no changes to the agenda.
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Update (see Key Documents)

ROS Working Group/ Task Force Structure
Mr. Donohoo noted discussion at the August 4, 2011 TAC meeting regarding the annual review of subcommittee working group and task force structures, and suggested that ROS give review to its groups after the Planning Working Group (PLWG) completes the majority of its work.

Recent Energy Emergency Alert (EEA) Events
Mr. Donohoo noted that, in the coming month, ROS would review multiple reports regarding recent EEA events, and requested that ROS members give consideration as to what might need to be factored into planning efforts.  Randy Jones offered that recent EEAs provide learning opportunities regarding weatherization for hot and cold conditions and review of Black Start plans; Mr. Donohoo added that 2011 has also provided learning opportunities regarding wildfires and contaminated insulators due to extreme drought conditions.  Mr. Donohoo thanked everyone for working together to maintain grid reliability during the summer’s extreme heat.
Status Reports – ERCOT Board/TAC Assignments re February 2, 2011 

No status reports were provided.
ROS Voting Items (see Key Documents) 

Draft June 16, 2011 ROS Meeting Minutes
Mr. R. Jones moved to recommend approval of the June 16, 2011 ROS meeting minutes as posted.  Brad Schwarz seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 315, Revision of Responsive Reserve Measure to High Emergency Limit (formerly “Revision of Responsive Reserve Measure to Net Dependable Capability)
Bill Blevins expressed concern for the proposed use of the High Emergency Limit (HEL) and advocated use of the High Sustained Limit (HSL).  In response to questions, Mr. Blevins allowed that testing the HEL would give ERCOT Staff more confidence in the number.  The ability to test HEL was discussed.  Market Participants expressed concern for negative impacts to transmission, due to large rating differences between the two services, and the potential for overloads.  Mr. Donohoo raised the question of how to account for both measures in planning studies.  ERCOT Staff noted that a system change would be required for use of HEL.  
Clayton Greer moved to endorse NPRR315 as revised by the 6/23/11 ERCOT comments.  Mr. R. Jones seconded the motion.  The motion carried with one objection from the Independent Power Marketer (IPM) Market Segment.

NPRR334, Incorporate Resource Limit for the Amount of Regulation Service that may be Provided from a Generation Resource During any Operating Hour 
Mr. Donohoo opined that x should not be defined at 30 percent in the document, but rather should remain x.   Ms. Stephenson expressed misgivings about the value of the revision, and opined that it would post operational and technical challenges, and would increase the cost of Regulation services substantially.  Mr. Greer echoed Ms. Stephenson’s concerns.  
Harry Holloway moved to recommend rejection of NPRR334.  Mr. Greer seconded the motion.  Walter Reid noted that additional issues had been brought forward at ROS that were not contemplated at the working group level, and opined that the item deserves continued consideration.  The motion carried with two abstentions from the Consumer and Investor Owned Utility (IOU) Market Segments.

NPRR336, Authorize ERCOT to Procure Additional RRS During Severe Cold Weather 
Mr. R. Jones moved to recommend that the Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS) table NPRR336 for another month to allow additional time for review.  Brian Gedrich seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NPRR365, Change in Resource Outage Approvals from Eight to 90 Days
Mr. R. Jones moved to table NPRR365 for one month.  Mr. Greer seconded the motion.  ERCOT Staff expressed concern for the delay of NPRR365.  Mr. R. Jones expressed concern for ambiguity regarding timelines and what is meant by acceptance of a request, and opined that the Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) Managers Working Group (QMWG) should firm timeline tables, with the Operations Working Group (OWG) then providing comments to the ROS.  Paul Rocha noted that before recent working group discussion, there has never before been concern for any ambiguity in the terms “accept” versus “approval” among those that use the definitions.  

Market Participants discussed concerns that some language regarding withdrawal of approval or acceptance of rescheduling might be too restrictive and violate North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) Standards.  Mr. R. Jones opined that the item is unrelated to reliability and reminded Market Participants that the NPRR was authored as a result of the ERCOT Board review of the February 2011 events, and a directive to review Outage coordination, though there was no view that Outage coordination impacted the events.  Mr. Kunkel countered that, on a seasonal basis, a reliability case may be made in relation to specific windows.  ERCOT asserted that increased coordination will improve reliability; Mr. Rickerson submitted that ERCOT automatically accepting outages does not equate to Outage coordination.  Mr. Holloway noted that large in-house maintenance crews that worked year-round have been supplanted by maintenance agreements. 
Mr. Donohoo noted that similar discussions were held when outage timeline requirements were placed on TSPs, and that better coordination of all elements of the system will be a benefit to system reliability.  Market Participants debated whether the NPRR poses any impacts to the Congestion Revenue Right (CRR) Auctions, and expressed concern for repercussions should maintenance windows become too restrictive.
Mr. Rocha moved to amend the motion that ROS endorse NPRR365 as amended by the 8/5/11 NPRR365 Discussion Group comments as revised by ROS.  Mr. Kunkel seconded the motion.  Mr. Rickerson noted that ERCOT rarely denies outages, but rather works to ensure coordination, and opined that NPRR365 should in no way diminish the amount of maintenance Generators perform.  Mr. Rickerson added that ERCOT does not support language related to response time associated with submitted outages, citing concerns for resources and software changes, and opining that the original language would not pose the same cost impacts.  Mr. R. Jones noted that ERCOT Staff does not support the proposed ROS-endorsed version of NPRR365, and reiterated that the item should be tabled for further review.  The vote to amend the motion carried via roll call vote.  (Please see ballot posted with Key Documents.)
The amended motion to endorse NPRR365 carried via roll call vote.  (Please see ballot posted with Key Documents.)
NPRR366, Generation Resource Power Factor Criteria Clarification 
Randy Ryno moved to recommend that PRS table NPRR366 for another month to allow time for interested parties to review and propose language changes.  Bill Hatfield seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) 069, Relay Misoperation Reporting Changes for Consistency with ERO-RAPA Proposal 

Yvette Landin noted that references to Texas Regional Entity (TRE) should be corrected to Texas Reliability Entity (Texas RE).

Rick Keetch moved to recommend approval of NOGRR069 as amended by the 8/4/11 System Protection Working Group (SPWG) as revised by ROS.  Mr. Rocha seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NOGRR070, Synchronization with NPRR356, EEA Changes Related to Dispatch Instructions and BLTs 
Mr. Rocha moved to recommend approval of NOGRR070 as recommended by OWG in the 7/20/11 OWG Report.  Mr. Ryno seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NOGRR071, Synchronization with NPRR362, Changes to PRC Calculation
NOGRR074, Clarified Responsible Entities for Reporting Sabotage Information to NERC
Scott Helyer moved to recommend approval of NOGRR071 and NOGRR074 as recommended by OWG in the respective 7/20/11 OWG Reports.  Mr. Gedrich seconded the motion.  ERCOT Staff clarified that changes to the Physical Responsive Capability (PRC) calculation were only to align how the calculation is performed in the current ERCOT systems.  The motion carried unanimously.

NOGRR073, Entity Responsible for Load Shed During EEA Level 3
Mr. Rocha expressed concern for a potential contradiction between the proposed language and Nodal Operating Guide Section 4.5.3.3, EEA Levels.  Market Participants discussed that while NOGRR073 uses Transmission Operator (TO), the language also references paragraph (4)(a) of Section 4.5.3.3 and paragraph (4)(a) of Protocol Section 6.5.9.4.2, EEA Levels, that use Transmission Service Provider (TSP), Distribution Service Provider (DSP) or their agents.  
Mr. Rocha moved to recommend approval of NOGRR073 as recommended by OWG in the 7/20/11 OWG Report.  Mr. R. Jones seconded the motion.  Mr. Rocha requested that Nodal Protocol and Guides Resolution Task Force (NPGRTF) give additional review to Nodal Operating Guide Section 4.5.3.3 and determine if a new NOGRR should be submitted to correct any contradiction.  The motion carried unanimously.
NOGRR075, Synchronization with NPRR363, Revision to EEA Level 2B ERCOT Requirements During the EILS VDI
Mr. R. Jones moved to reject NOGRR075 as recommended by OWG in the 7/20/11 OWG Report.  Mr. Hatfield seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NPRR381, Registration Requirements for Interconnecting Entities
PGRR008, New Planning Guide Section 4 – Generation Resource Interconnection

Mr. Helyer moved to reject NPRR381.  Mr. R. Jones seconded the motion.  Market Participants expressed concern that further review is needed to determine if entities should be required to register as an Interconnecting Entity when seeking to interconnect to the ERCOT System; to determine if requirements in the study agreements are sufficient in requiring those entities to adhere to current procedures and provide updated Resource data; and that ERCOT should consider developing a pre-interconnection checklist.  ERCOT Staff stated that PGRR008 incorporates the existing Generation Interconnection or Change Procedure into the Planning Guide and that the associated NPRR381 will require those entities to register as an IE and adhere to the procedures described in the Planning Guide.
Mr. Helyer revised his motion to recommend that PRS table NPRR381 for one month to allow time for the PLWG to further review the proposed changes, and to table PGRR008.  Mr. R. Jones seconded the revised motion.   Mr. Reid expressed disappointment for the delay of PGRR008, and that the effort to transport unrevised language had seemingly been abandoned.  The motion carried unanimously.
PGRR011, Planning Criteria Clarifications and Enhancements to Narrow the Gap Between Operations and Planning 
Rob Lane summarized results of the joint Congestion Management Working Group (CMWG) and PLWG assignment from the ERCOT Board to address gaps between the operations and planning processes to be able to identify constraints not resolvable by Security Constrained Economic Dispatch (SCED).  It was noted that PGRR011 failed to achieve Urgent status via a recent e-mail vote.  Mr. Greer thanked Mr. Lane for the tremendous efforts of the joint working group, but expressed concern that the issue is distracting from the formation of the Planning Guide.  Mr. Lane agreed that the Valley Import issue brought highlighted attention among the many priority items, but offered that the effort is to provide transmission planners tools, which is a year-round process.  Mr. R. Jones stated his struggle to understand the planning function in terms of Urgent status.

Mr. Donohoo presented an overview of estimated congestion costs.  Ms. Landin noted that as Urgent status had not been sought at the ROS meeting, PGRR011 would received first official review at the August 26, 2011 PLWG meeting.  ROS took no action on PGRR011.
Audit Point/Naming Convention/Other Binding Document

Mr. Greer moved to recommend approval of the revised Transmission Element Naming Convention as presented and recommend that the documents be added to the Other Binding Document list.  Mr. Ryno seconded the motion.  Market Participants discussed procedures for revising Other Binding Documents.  The motion carried unanimously.

2011 ROS Goals
Mr. Donohoo opined that the work being lead by the PLWG would remain the largest ROS effort for the remainder of 2011 and that additional goals should not be taken up at the late date.  There were no objections.  

Nodal Planning Go Live Status Reports (see Key Documents)

Steady State Working Group (SSWG) Report

Tony Hudson reported on recent SSWG activities; Mr. Donohoo congratulated SSWG on the recent posting of Data Set A.  Mr. Hudson presented a review of the 2012 Data Set A case building process and the anticipated problems, due to the novelty of the tool and the expected learning curve.
Update: SCR760, Recommended Changes Needed for Information Model Manager and Topology Processor for Planning Models 

No questions were offered regarding Mr. Teixeira’s update.
Emerging Technologies Working Group (ETWG) (see Key Documents)
Mr. Gedrich reported highlights of the August 8, 2011 ETWG meeting.

State Estimator Redaction Task Force (SERTF) (see Key Documents)
Mr. R. Jones reported that the work of the SERTF has concluded and that the group has requested disbandment upon approval of NPRR327, State Estimator Data Redaction Methodology.
ERCOT Reports (see Key Documents)
June System Planning Report
July System Planning Report
It was noted that revised versions of both the June and July 2011 System Planning Reports had been posted.

June Operations Report
July Operations Report
EEA Events Summary – August 2-5, 2011
Mr. Blevins presented a summary regarding EEA events on August 2-5, 2011.  Mr. Greer suggested that interrupted load be included in reporting, perhaps indicated with an asterisk, as a new peak demand might be derived by its inclusion, and questioned whether the ERCOT system came close to EEA Step 3 before or after Emergency Interruptible Load Service (EILS) was deployed.  Mr. Reid asked if the reported Non-Spinning Reserve (Non-Spin) was in MWs requested or deployed; Mr. Blevins noted that requested Non-Spin MWs are reported, but that given time, it would be possible to identify what each unit provided.  Mr. Blevins added that many Quick Start units are already online by the time Non-Spin is deployed, due to SCED.  

Mr. Blevins noted that all available generation was brought online during recent events; that the new forecast tools are “learning”, and while scaling is possible to some extent, recent conditions are unprecedented; that the predominant reason for unit trips is long run times at top output, allowing for little downtime to perform maintenance; and that per Market Participant request, interrupted Load will be added to the report.  Market Participants complimented ERCOT Operations on their management of the grid during recent extreme conditions.

ROS Working Group/Task Force Reports (see Key Documents)

Black Start Working Group

Critical Infrastructure Protection Working Group

Dynamics Working Group

Network Data Support Working Group

NERC Reliability Working Group 

OWG
NPGRTF
PLWG
SPWG
No questions were asked regarding the posted reports.

Performance, Disturbance, Compliance Working Group
Mr. Niemeyer reported that recent tuning changes to control system logic has brought the performance of four different Resources, previously among the lowest performers during measurable events, up to expectations. Mr. Greer complimented ERCOT Staff for being proactive and following up with underperforming Resources.  Mr. Niemeyer encouraged participation in the August 24, 2011 workshop for BAL-001-TRE Regional Standard, Primary Frequency Response, as well as registration for participation in the voting pool.

Adjournment
Mr. Donohoo adjourned the August 11, 2011 ROS meeting at 2:48 p.m.
� Key Documents referenced in these minutes may be accessed on the ERCOT website at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2011/08/20110811-ROS" �http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2011/08/20110811-ROS� 
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