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	Comments


Austin Energy appreciates the efforts of the Planning Working Group (PLWG).  The PLWG has met several times and has done a tremendous amount of work toward addressing potential changes to the Planning Guides with Planning Guide Revision Request 011 (PGRR011). In order to move expeditiously, the PLWG has met and changed the language of the PGRR multiple times last month.  

Austin Energy has reviewed several versions of the PGRR over the past month.  Each time we reviewed a new version we found new concerns and found that old concerns no longer existed.  While the process has thus far been effective it now needs to pause for affected entities to thoroughly review the PGRR—both in its intent and its language. 

Transmission system planning is an integral part of the ERCOT market.  It is important not only to the Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) but also to generation resources and load.  However, for a TSP planning is the cornerstone of its business.  Changes to the Planning Criteria have the potential to affect not only how the TSP models and plans for the future, but also its construction budget, its planning resources, its compliance risk profile, and its ability to recover its transmission investment.

Austin Energy recommends that the Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS) table PGRR011 (along with associated NPRR409 Outage Planning Criteria Clarifications and Enhancements to Narrow Gap Between Real-Time Operations and Outage Planning; and NOGRR078, Real-Time Security Analysis Language Clean Up to Reconcile Operating Guides with Current Operation Practice, and Planning Guide Revision Request), ask market participants to comment on PGRR011 (either generally or on specific questions determined by the ROS), and then review the comments before it makes decisions on key points.  The ROS could then remand PGRR011 to the PLWG to develop implementing Protocol language or adopt appropriate language as filed in comments.

Some questions the ROS could ask of market participants:

· Should the planning assumptions in the PGRR which exceed the NERC standards be mandatory or permissive?

· What is the compliance risk associated with each approach?

· Is there transmission investment recovery risk associated with one approach over another?

· What are the impacts on market participants?

· Transmission Cost of Service

· Impact on Transmission Service Providers

· Capital budgets

· Planning resources

· Resource adequacy

· When should a transmission project be considered as required to meet a Reliability Need?

· When should a transmission project be considered as required to meet an Economic Need?

· When should a transmission project be considered as required to meet a reliability need?

· When should a transmission project be considered as required to meet an economic need?

· For proposed transmission solutions with a project cost above a certain threshold, should ERCOT be required to provide comments on potential Generation Resource alternative solution?
There are other questions the ROS may want to ask and market participants will provide comments on their own.

Austin Energy understands that some entities want this PGRR to move forward with all due haste; however, the implications of changing the transmission planning criteria can be far reaching.  Neither market participants nor the ERCOT Board of Directors will be well served by a PGRR of this nature being approved without proper analysis of all consequences—intended and otherwise.  Austin Energy looks forward to continued participation in the development and review of PGRR011.
	Revised Proposed Guide Language


None at this time.
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