
Minutes of the ERCOT Retail Market Subcommittee (RMS) Meeting

7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744

Wednesday, June 22, 2011 – 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Attendance

Members:

	Armenta, Jason
	Calpine
	

	Bevill, Rob
	Green Mountain Energy Company
	

	Brewster, Chris
	City of Eastland
	

	Burke, Allen
	First Choice Power
	(Alt. for Dawn Patsel)

	Calzada, Gricelda
	American Electric Power (AEP)
	(Via Teleconference)

	Chase, David
	Texas Power
	

	Frederick, Jennifer
	Direct Energy
	

	Gillan, Alicia
	GDF Suez Energy Marketing
	

	Kelly-Diaz, Elaine
	Austin Energy
	

	Mass, Annette
	OPUC
	

	Matlock, Michael
	Gexa Energy
	

	Patrick, Kyle
	Reliant Energy
	

	Rowley, Chris
	TXU Energy Retail Company
	

	Saladino, Dale
	MAMO Enterprises
	(Alt. for Tony Marsh)

	Scott, Kathy
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Werley, David
	Bryan Texas Utilities
	(Alt. for Kean Register)

	Wilson, Frank
	Nueces Electric Cooperative
	

	Worley, Eli
	Tenaska Power Services
	

	
	
	


The following proxy was assigned:
· Wayne Callender to Elaine Kelly-Diaz
· Joe Lopez to Annette Mass
Guests:

	Claiborn-Pinto, Shawnee
	PUCT
	

	Duffer, Shannon
	Ambit Energy
	

	Echols, Ed
	Oncor
	

	Grider, Stephanie
	EPSolutions
	

	Jones, Monica
	Reliant
	

	Landry, Jonathan
	Gexa Energy
	

	Lee, Jim
	Direct Energy
	

	McKeever, Debbie
	Oncor
	

	Reed, Carolyn
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Reed, Rebecca
	PUCT
	

	White, Cevera
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Wright, Christine
	PUCT
	


ERCOT Staff:

	Adams, Jack
	
	

	Anderson, Troy
	
	

	Cervenka, Gene
	
	

	Farley, Karen
	
	

	Felton, Trey
	
	

	Landry, Kelly
	
	

	McCarty, Mike
	
	

	Tindall, Sandra
	
	


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.

Kyle Patrick called the meeting to order at 9:34 a.m.

Antitrust Admonition

Kyle Patrick read the ERCOT Antitrust Admonition as displayed and noted the need to comply with the ERCOT Antitrust Guidelines.  A copy of the guidelines was available for review.  

Agenda Review and Discussion

Mr. Patrick reviewed items scheduled for a vote at this meeting and noted potential changes to the order for which items would be taken up.  

Consider Approval of Meeting Minutes
Kelly Landry presented the 4/20/2011 and 5/18/2011 draft RMS meeting minutes.

Michael Matlock moved to approve the 4/20/2011 and 5/18/2011 draft RMS meeting minutes as presented.  David Chase seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.      

ERCOT Board of Directors (ERCOT Board), Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), and Commercial Operations Subcommittee (COPS) Update

TAC Update

Debbie McKeever presented highlights of the 6/2/2011 TAC meeting and noted Nodal Protocol Revision Requests (NPRRs) recommended for approval.  She noted that TAC approved Rob Bevill as Vice Chair of the Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS).  Ms. McKeever stated that TAC leadership will host a meeting to discuss 2012 TAC subcommittee structure and that all TAC members will be invited to participate and provide input.    

COPS Update

Ms. McKeever reviewed the activities of COPS and each of its subgroups, and noted a presentation by ERCOT Staff regarding the Nodal settlement system upgrade.
Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) Update
Shawnee Claiborn-Pinto noted that the deadline for reply comments to PUCT Rulemaking Project 38674, Amendments to Customer Protection Rules Relating to Advanced Meters, are due 7/1/2011.    
Rebecca Reed presented an update on activities of the Advanced Metering Implementation Team (AMIT).  She reviewed themes for 2011, activities of AMIT working groups, Smart Meter Texas (SMT) Release 3, Home Area Network (HAN) Development Oversight Coordinator (DOC) activities, National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) Priority Action Plan (PAP) 18, and the AMIT meeting schedule.
Elimination of System Time Error Correction Field Trial

Don Tucker provided an update regarding the effort by the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) to conduct field trials for transitioning away from operator instituted corrections to grid frequency to maintain system time error correction.  Kathy Scott reiterated the concern expressed by CenterPoint Energy to NERC that settlement issues may arise in the ERCOT market due to the lack of time error correction.  Mr. Tucker related the importance of notifying NERC of potential impacts to man-power requirements due to this change.  Eddie Echols inquired into the basis in Protocols for ERCOT’s authorization to participate in the trial.  Mr. Tucker stated that ERCOT believes it has the flexibility to do so under current Protocols and that ERCOT Legal will provide support for this conclusion at the next RMS meeting.                      

ONCOR’s Replacement of Interval Data Recorders (IDRs) with Advanced Metering System (AMS) Meters
Terry Bates presented Oncor’s plan for replacing its IDRs with AMS meters.  He stated that Oncor will begin with those IDRs that are on their chronic list, as well as 500 locations where there are no communications with the IDR.  He stated that Oncor will contact the respective Retail Electric Providers for each IDR at a rate of approximately 10 to 20 per month.   
RMS Voting Items

New Texas SET Change Controls

Jennifer Frederick presented change control 785 and provided a correction to a typographical error.
Mr. Matlock moved to approve change control 785 as revised by RMS and as non-emergency.  Jason Armenta seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Ms. Frederick presented change control 786 and noted that emergency status was recommended by Texas SET.  
Mr. Bevill moved to approve change control 786 with emergency implementation for 9/1/2011.  Mr. Matlock seconded the motion.   The motion carried unanimously.  


Meter Tampering Task Force - Sunset  
Mr. Matlock reviewed the scope and goals of the Meter Tampering Task Force and the final results of the group’s efforts.  Mr. Patrick thanked members for their accomplishments and directed that the Meter Tampering Task Force be sunset. 

2011 Project Portfolio Update

Troy Anderson provided the Business Integration Update and reviewed the 2011 Project Portfolio Gantt chart and projects of particular interest to RMS members.

2012 Project Prioritization Schedule
Mr. Anderson reviewed the 2012 project prioritization schedule and a recommendation by COPS to upgrade the priority of the MarkeTrak Upgrade/Enhancement, Planning Site Transition to the Market Information System (MIS), and NPRR222, Half Hour Start Clawback.  Some participants observed that parts of MarkeTrak are necessarily related and are critical parts of the implementation of Texas SET 4.0, and therefore should be viewed as high priority.
Mr. Anderson reviewed project funding allocations for 2012.  He reviewed the schedule, details by project category, and a summary of project funding.  Mr. Anderson observed that the projects included total $16.1 million, but that ERCOT will manage to a $15 million project funding allocation.  He stated that this discrepancy is intended and will account for expected variations in the project schedules.            

Mr. Matlock moved to endorse ERCOT’s initial project rank and preliminary funding by project category as revised by COPS, and to request MarkeTrak high priority requirements identified by the MarkeTrak Task Force be implemented along with TX SET 4.0.  Ms. Scott seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Parking Deck Impact Assessments (IAs)  

Mr. Anderson presented the following Parking Deck NPRR Impact Analysis to RMS for review:     

· NPRR181, FIP Definition Revision

· NPRR207, Unit Deselection

· NPRR210, Wind Forecasting Change to P50, Synchronization with PRR841

· NPRR222, Half-Hour Start RUC Clawback

· NPRR240, Proxy Energy Offer Curve

· NPRR241, Aggregate Incremental Liability (AIL) Calculation and Credit Reports Publish Corrections

· NPRR244, Clarification of Other Binding Documents

· NPRR256, Synchronization with PRR787, Add Non-Compliance Language to QSE Performance Standards

· NPRR258, Synchronization with PRR824 and PRR833 and Additional Clarifications

· NPRR272, Definition and Participation of Quick Start Generation Resources

Working Group and Task Force Updates (see Key Documents)
TX SET

Ms. Frederick advised that TX SET is wrapping up work on change controls and is still reviewing related requirements documents.  She noted that TX SET will begin looking at training and the potential need for workshops on this subject.
MarkeTrak Task Force (MTTF)

Jonathan Landry advised that MTTF is finalizing its review of use cases.  He noted that the group has prepared a survey of users of MarkeTrak and that it will soon be distributed.  He stated that MTTF is finalizing draft changes to Retail Market Guide and that they will be submitted as a revision request.  
Market Coordination Team (MCT)

Gene Cervenka noted that at its last meeting, MCT reviewed the flight testing timeline for Texas SET 4.0.  He noted that the implementation date was 6/2/2011 and that the group discussed corresponding flight testing in 2012.  Mr. Cervenka noted that MCT discussed Texas SET 4.0 training, requirements documents, and current flight testing scripts.          
Market Advanced Readings and Settlements Task Force (MARS TF) 

Ms. Scott related that as of 5/30/2011, the AMS initial Settlement total was 2,927,712 and that the expected number of Load Serving Entity (LSE) files that were not available for processing for that Settlement event was 0.702 %.  She stated that the final Settlement was 2,640,393 and that expected number of LSE files that were not available for processing for that Settlement event was 0.0385 %.  She noted that the true-up Settlement was 2,047,050, and that expected number of LSE files that were not available for processing for that Settlement event was 0.0523 %.  

Ms. Scott stated that as of 5/31/2011 Oncor had installed approximately 1,795,301 AMS meters, CenterPoint Energy had installed approximately 1,393,571, and AEP had installed approximately 290,543 as of 5/31/2011.  Ms. Scott noted that the total number of Advanced Meters installed was 3,479,415.

She noted that the PUCT webpage has been revised and that the new link to the AMS website is http://www.puc.state.tx.us/industry/projects/electric/34610/34610.aspx. 

Texas Data Transport Working Group (TDTWG)
Isabelle Durham noted that at its last meeting, TDTWG reviewed ERCOT system Outages and failures, and MarkeTrak performance.  

ERCOT Updates (see Key Documents)
Flight 0611
Mr. Cervenka noted that the kick-off conference call for Flight 0611 was 6/17/2011 and that day one transactions began 6/20/2011.  He noted that the flight is scheduled to conclude 8/23/2011.  
Adjournment

Mr. Patrick adjourned the meeting at 12:12 p.m.
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