OWG Report to ROS
September 15, 2011
The Operations Working Group (OWG) met August 17, 2011.
On August 17, the OWG met for its regularly scheduled meeting. During the meeting the following items were discussed:
Operations Task Force Report – Stan Morris said that they were meeting on Aug 18th to discuss winter drill.

The Texas RE Report – David Penney (Texas RE), pointed out some key recommendations from NERC/FERC report on cold weather events.
The OWG reviewed the following:

NOGRR 065 Authorize ERCOT to Procure Additional RRS During Severe Cold Weather 
OWG recommends tabling this NOGRR for one more month to get the language right. 
NPRR 336 Authorized ERCOT to Procure Additional RRS During Severe Cold Weather – OWG reviewed the current practices and procedures and determined those to be adequate and therefore was in consensus to remove paragraphs 8 and 9 in section 6.5.9.3.3. OWG recommends approval of the new definitions related to severe cold weather. OWG will follow up with an NPRR and NOGRR to introduce to better define the process related to system threats such as weather and sabotage. 

NOGRR067 Review and Analysis of Turbine Speed Governor Performance – OWG recommends approval to ROS with OWG 6/15/11comments.

NOGRR076 Synchronization with NPRR298 and New Format for Black Start Plans –

OWG recommends approval to ROS with in service date of Oct 7th  
NOGRR077 Synchronization with NPRR379, EILS Dispatch Sequence and Performance Criteria Upgrades – OWG recommends approval to ROS.
System Operations Report - ERCOT reviewed July Operations Report.

Nodal Operating Guides Review and Revision Task Force – The ROS directed the Nodal Protocol and Guides Resolution Task Force (NPGRTF) to review the language in NOGRR073 and determine if a new NOGRR should be submitted to correct any contradictions. The group decided to withdraw NOGRR073 and submit an NPRR and NOGRR to remove the contradictions. The group reviewed FAC-008 and OG 3.10 and found no issues with Rating Methodology. The group reviewed PRC-007 and OG2.6.1 and found no issues. The group reviewed Transmission Operator definition in section 1 of the OG. The group decided to submit an NPRR and NOGRR for a new definition for Transmission System Operator (TSO).

Other Discussions:  
Review Board Recommendation 6A for OWG action item.
Recommendation 6A: Consider amending operating rules as necessary to give more discretion to the ERCOT system operators to call for more spinning reserve when approaching abnormal operating conditions.  NPRR336 and NPRR402
Recommendation 6B: Reconsider having ERCOT coordinate generator scheduled maintenance.  NPRR365
Recommendation 6C: Periodically review responsive reserve distribution around the system to ensure that the reserve is useable for any event.

Recommendation 6D: Consider adding testing and rules for Black Start Resources.  NPRR369

Next OWG meeting – September 21, 2011 at ERCOT Taylor Facility room 253.
