3.11.4.7
Tier 1
(1)
This category is for all projects whose estimated capital cost is $50,000,000 or greater.  ERCOT shall conduct an independent review of the submitted Tier 1 project to include the following:

(a)
ERCOT’s independent review will consist of studies and analyses necessary for ERCOT to make its assessment of whether the proposed project is needed and whether the proposed project is the preferred solution to the identified system performance deficiency that the project is intended to resolve;
(b)
ERCOT will consider all comments received during the project comment process and factor reasonable comments into its independent review of the project;
(c)
ERCOT will attempt to complete its independent review for a project in 90 days or less.  If ERCOT is unable to complete their independent review based on RPG input within 90 days, ERCOT shall provide the project submitter a reason for the delay and expected completion time;
(d)
ERCOT may, at its discretion, discuss submitted transmission projects at meetings of the RPG in order to obtain additional input into its independent review; and
(e)
ERCOT shall prepare a written report documenting the results of its independent review and recommendation on the project and shall distribute this report to the RPG.
(f)
For projects whose estimated capital cost is above $100 million, ERCOT shall provide comments on the potential of generation resource alternative solutions.
(2)
Tier 1 Projects require ERCOT Board endorsement.

