Planning Working Group (PLWG) Report to ROS
March 10, 2011
· The PLWG met on February 25, 2011 at the ERCOT MET Center.
· The PLWG discussed the application of the TAC approved “Principles of Consistency” to building the SSWG Base Cases during 2011.  The PLWG agreed on several recommendations to ensure identical topology consistency for all facilities common to both models, as well as, bus and branch identifiers which will be identical for these common facilities with the exception of Topology Processor generated BC/BO branch identifier and if necessary other exceptions required to maintain planning study functionality identified during the initial SSWG consistency validation in April.  The PLWG also agreed that the transmission facility impedance threshold addressing round-off error be set at 0.0002, however, ERCOT will test this threshold to determine the count of changes required.  If the count of changes required is deemed so high that the case deliverable time-line may be in jeopardy, the PLWG may recommend a different impedance threshold.  The full set of recommendations addressing consistency will be sent to the SSWG for comment the week of 02/28/2011.

· PGRR 002 adding Planning Reserve Margin calculation to the Planning Guides ERCOT was passed at the February 18 ROS Meeting.
· PGRR 003 SSWG Procedures related to creating Transmission Planning Base Case Models was again tabled at the February 25st PLWG to provide time for resolution of the Planning Go Live process.  
· PGRR 004 Synchronization with NPRR 291 reducing the comment period for PGRRs from 21 days to 14 days has undergone Impact Analysis and the PLWG supports this PGRR.
· PGRR 005 adding Planning Criteria currently in the Operating Guides to the Planning Guides is being wordsmithed to address comments received.
· PGRR 006 dealing with the Annual Load Data Request process has been wordsmithed in response to comments received, and ERCOT is now conducting an Impact Analysis.
·  PGRR 007 dealing with the Transmission Project Information Tracking Report and data requirements has been wordsmithed in response to comments and ERCOT is now conducting an Impact Analysis.
· The next regular PLWG meeting is scheduled for March 25, 2011 at the ERCOT MET Center.  The next Joint CMWG/PLWG meeting is scheduled for March 4, 2011 (delayed from February 4, 2011 due to weather).
