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	NPRR Number
	386
	NPRR Title
	Reduce the Frequency of Unregistered Distributed Generation Reports  

	Timeline
	Normal
	Action
	Rejected 

	Date of Decision
	July 21, 2011

	Proposed Effective Date
	Not applicable.

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	Not applicable.

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision
	10.2.2, TSP and DSP Metered Entities

16.5, Registration of a Resource Entity

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) reduces the frequency of the Distributed Generation (DG) below the registration threshold reports from quarterly to annually and clarifies language in Section 10.2.2. 

	Reason for Revision
	At the May 10, 2011 COPS meeting, Market Participants expressed interest in reducing the frequency of the unregistered DG reports. Section 16.5 currently requires ERCOT to produce quarterly reports based on the quarterly reports filed by Non-Opt-In Entities (NOIEs). Based on the last report published for Q1 of 2011, the maximum capacity of unregistered DG in any Load Zone is less than 1.4 MW. The amount of man hours spent by ERCOT and Market Participants to collect and report this data will be reduced significantly if the reports are required annually rather than quarterly. 

	Overall Market Benefit
	Reduced hours spent by ERCOT and Market Participants for reporting something that does not change significantly from one quarter to the next.

	Overall Market Impact
	Less frequent data for the unregistered DG capacity by Load Zone and technology type.  

	Consumer Impact
	None. 

	Credit Impacts
	Not applicable. 

	Procedural History
	· On 6/15/11, NPRR386 was posted.

· On 6/21/11, Reliant Energy Retail Services comments were posted.

·  On 7/21/11, PRS considered NPRR386.

	PRS Decision 
	On 7/21/11, PRS voted to reject NPRR386.  There were two abstentions from the Investor Owned Utility (IOU) and Cooperative Market Segments.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of PRS Discussion
	On 7/21/11, there was no discussion.

On 7/21/11, the 6/21/11 Reliant Energy Retail Services comments were discussed and participants agreed that the reporting requirement for the total unregistered installed capacity of DG should remain on a quarterly basis. 


	Quantitative Impacts and Benefits
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	Market Cost
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	Development of ERCOT reports.
	Unknown.
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	ERCOT analysis of reports.
	Unknown.
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	Sponsor

	Name
	Harika Basaran on behalf of COPS

	E-mail Address
	Harika.Basaran@austinenergy.com 

	Company
	Austin Energy

	Phone Number
	512-322-6362

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	Municipal


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Sonja B. Mingo 

	E-Mail Address
	smingo@ercot.com 

	Phone Number
	512-248-6463


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	Reliant Energy Retail Services LLC 062111
	Urged rejection or withdrawal of NPRR386. 


	Comments


Please also note that the following NPRRs also propose revisions to the following sections:
· NPRR190, Clarification of Resource Definitions and Resource Registration of Self-Serve Generators for Reliability Purposes
· Section 16.5

· NPRR381, Registration Requirements for Interconnecting Entities
· Section 16.5

	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


10.2.2
TSP and DSP Metered Entities

(1)
Each Transmission Service Provider (TSP) and Distribution Service Provider (DSP) is responsible for supplying ERCOT with meter data associated with:

(a)
All Loads using the ERCOT System;

(b)
Any All-Inclusive Generation Resource that delivers less than ten MW to the ERCOT System and that is connected directly to the distribution system; a DSP may make some or all such meters ERCOT-Polled Settlement (EPS) compliant and may request that ERCOT poll the meters.  Notwithstanding the foregoing sentence, meter data is not required from: 

(i)
Generation owned by a Non-Opt-In Entity (NOIE) and used for the NOIE’s self-use (not serving Customer Load); 

(ii)
Distributed Renewable Generation (DRG) with a design capacity less than 50 kW interconnected to a DSP where the owner chooses not to have the out-flow measured in accordance with P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.213, Metering for Distributed Renewable Generation; and

(iii)
Distributed Generation (DG) interconnected to a DSP behind a registered NOIE boundary metering point, not registered as a Generation Resource and with an installed capacity equal to or below the DG registration threshold, as determined in Section 16.5, Registration of a Resource Entity, and posted on the Market Information System (MIS) Public Area.     

(c)
NOIE points of delivery where metering points are radial Loads and are unidirectionally metered.  A TSP or DSP has the option of making some or all such meters EPS compliant and to request that ERCOT poll the meters.

(2)
Each TSP and DSP is responsible for the following:

(a)
Compliance with the procedures and standards in this Section, the Settlement Metering Operating Guide (SMOG) and the Operating Guides; 

(b)
Installation, control, and maintenance of the Settlement Metering Facilities, as more fully described in this Section and the SMOG, which includes meters, recorders, instrument transformers, wiring, and miscellaneous equipment required to measure electrical energy;

(c)
Costs incurred in the installation and maintenance of these Metering Facilities and communications except for incremental costs incurred for functions not required for the settlement of the Load or All-Inclusive Resource.  These incremental costs shall be borne by the Entities requesting the service pursuant to the TSP or DSP tariffs; 

(d)
Installation, maintenance, data collection, and related communications, telemetry for the Metering Facilities, and related services necessary to meet the mandatory Interval Data Recorder (IDR) Meter requirements detailed in this Section, Section 18, Load Profiling, and the SMOG; and

(e)
Providing ERCOT with any data required by ERCOT for reporting purposes on unregistered DG.

(i)
NOIE DSP reporting requirements:

(A)
Details of this data requirement are located in the Commercial Operations Market Guide (COPMG).

(B)
Reporting is limited to DG resources over 50 kW and capable of flowing excess energy onto the DSP system.

16.5
Registration of a Resource Entity 

(1)
A Resource Entity owns or controls an All-Inclusive Resource connected to the ERCOT System.  Each Resource Entity operating in ERCOT must register with ERCOT.  To become registered as a Resource Entity, an Entity must execute a Standard Form Market Participant Agreement (using the form in Section 22, Attachment A, Standard Form Market Participant Agreement), designate Resource Entity Authorized Representatives, contacts, and a User Security Administrator (USA) (per the Application for Registration as a Resource Entity), and demonstrate to ERCOT’s reasonable satisfaction that it is capable of performing the functions of a Resource Entity under these Protocols.  The Resource Entity shall register each All-Inclusive Resource with ERCOT through ERCOT registration, except for Distributed Generation (DG) with an installed capacity equal to or lower than the DG registration threshold.
(2)
DG with an installed capacity greater than one MW, the DG registration threshold, must register with ERCOT.  ERCOT shall reduce the DG registration threshold as required by these Protocols and post this requirement on the Market Information System (MIS) Public Area.  ERCOT shall produce annual reports on the total unregistered installed capacity of DG greater than 50 kW below the current threshold, summed by Load Zone.  Such annual report shall contain the current DG registration threshold.  If the total installed capacity of unregistered DG greater that 50 kW exceeds ten MW in any Load Zone, then ERCOT shall issue a Market Notice that states a lower DG registration threshold.  Such registration threshold shall be calculated by ERCOT to reduce the total installed capacity of unregistered DG greater than 50 kW to no more than seven MW in any Load Zone.  This new DG registration threshold shall become effective nine months after ERCOT has issued the Market Notice and posted the new requirement on the MIS Public Area.  Notwithstanding the above, at no time shall ERCOT reduce the DG registration threshold below 50 kW.

(3)
Following this Market Notice, ERCOT shall inform the appropriate Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) subcommittee of the change in DG registration requirements at its next meeting.  The subcommittee shall analyze the annual report, and may take any action it deems appropriate, including submitting a Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) to alter this Section.






�Please note this Section also being revised by NPRR190 and NPRR381. 
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