PRS Report


	NPRR Number
	299
	NPRR Title
	Remove Requirement for ERCOT Board Approval of PUCT, IMM, and FERC Required Reports

	Timeline
	Normal
	Action
	Recommended Approval

	Date of Decision
	June 23, 2011

	Proposed Effective Date
	To be determined.

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	To be determined.

	Nodal Protocol Section Requiring Revision
	17.5, Reports to PUCT Staff, IMM, and the FERC 

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) modifies the Nodal Protocols to better capture the requirement for ERCOT to prepare and submit reports in accordance with its regulatory requirements.   .  This NPRR also removes the need for the ERCOT Board, Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) Staff and Independent Market Monitor (IMM) to approve a schedule and format for reports.

	Reason for Revision
	The current Nodal Protocol language captures the scenario that ERCOT is obligated to provide reports to regulatory authorities, sometimes on short notice.  This obligation to get formats and schedules for reports to regulatory authorities reviewed and approved by the ERCOT Board, IMM, and PUCT Staff is requiring all three to approve what any of them requires.  The requirement is burdensome and unnecessary.

	Overall Market Benefit
	Reduces time by ERCOT Staff, ERCOT Board, PUCT Staff and IMM to approve a schedule.  

	Overall Market Impact
	None. 

	Consumer Impact
	None. 

	Credit Impacts
	ERCOT Credit Staff and the Credit Work Group (Credit WG) have reviewed NPRR299 and do not believe that it requires changes to credit monitoring activity or the calculation of liability.

	Procedural History
	· On 11/30/10, NPRR299, the CEO Revision Request Review, and an Impact Analysis were posted.

· On 12/15/10, PSEG TX comments were posted.

· On 12/16/10, PRS considered NPRR299.

· On 1/7/11, a second set of PSEG TX comments were posted. 

· On 1/12/11, ERCOT comments were posted. 

· On 1/20/11, PRS again considered NPRR299. 

· On 2/17/11, a revised Impact Analysis and Cost Benefit Analysis were posted. 

· On 2/17/11, PRS considered the 1/20/11 PRS Report, Impact Analysis, and Cost Benefit Analysis for NPRR299. 

· On 3/24/11, PRS again considered NPRR299. 

· On 6/17/11, the Market Information System User Group (MISUG) comments were posted. 

· On 6/23/11, PRS again considered NPRR299.

	PRS Decision 
	On 12/16/10, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR299.  All Market Segments were present for the vote. 
On 1/20/11, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR299 as amended by the 1/7/11 PSEG TX comments and as revised by PRS.  There was one opposing vote from the Investor Owned Utility (IOU) Market Segment and two abstentions from the Municipal and IOU Market Segments.  All Market Segments were present for the vote. 

On 2/17/11, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR299 for one month.  All Market Segments were present for the vote. 

On 3/24/11, PRS voted to table NPRR299.  There was one opposing vote from the Investor Owed Utility (IOU) Market Segment.  All Market Segments were present for the vote. 

On 6/23/11, PRS voted to endorse and forward the 1/20/11 PRS Report as revised by PRS for NPRR299 to TAC.  There were two opposing votes from the Independent Generator Market Segment and two abstentions from the  Independent Power Marketer (IPM) Market Segments.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of PRS Discussion
	On 12/16/10, there was no discussion. 
On 1/20/11, Market Participants requested that there be a central repository for all public materials/filings submitted by ERCOT.  ERCOT Staff explained the 1/12/11 ERCOT comments stating that many of the documents requested are already posted on the ERCOT website; and those that are not, are publically accessible through other websites such as PUCT and the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC).  ERCOT Staff opposed the 1/7/11 PSEG TX comments stating that this imposes a mandatory posting obligation on ERCOT and could result in system and resource impacts.    
On 2/17/11, ERCOT Staff reviewed the Impact Analysis and Cost Benefit Analysis, which indicate that a full time employee (FTE) is needed for implementing the changes proposed in NPRR299.  Market Participants requested to table NPRR299 to further review how the FTE impact can be reduced on ERCOT. 
On 3/24/11, ERCOT Staff reiterated that implementation of NPRR299 will require an additional FTE.   Participants requested that the Market Information System (MIS) User Group (MISUG) devise a better and more cost effective method to implement NPRR299 and to develop a revised Cost Benefit Analysis. 
On 6/23/11, the MISUG provided alternate approaches to NPRR299 in the 6/17/11 MISUG comments stating that these options would most likely still have ERCOT staffing impacts.  Participants expressed concerns that NPRR299 as recommended for approval in the 1/20/11 PRS Report did not reflect the original intent of the NPRR; that the additional requirements introduced by stakeholders should be proposed in a separate NPRR; and that NPRR299 should be approved as originally submitted on 11/30/10. 


	Quantitative Impacts and Benefits
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	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	None.
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	Market Benefit
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	Reduces time by ERCOT Staff, ERCOT Board, PUCT Staff and IMM to approve a schedule.
	Unknown.

	
	2
	Public materials submitted by ERCOT are posted at a central location.
	Unknown.
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	Sponsor

	Name
	Ken McIntyre

	E-mail Address
	kmcintyre@ercot.com

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	512 248 3969

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	Not applicable.


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Sonja B. Mingo 

	E-Mail Address
	smingo@ercot.com 

	Phone Number
	512-248-6463


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	PSEG TX 121510 
	Proposed reinstating language for ERCOT to develop a schedule and format for reports.

	PSEG TX 010711
	Proposed posting public documents on ERCOT’s website.  

	ERCOT 011211 
	Opposed the 1/7/11 PSEG TX comments. 

	MISUG 061711 
	Proposed several options for solutions to NPRR299. 


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


17.5
Reports to PUCT Staff, IMM, and the FERC 

(1)
ERCOT shall make data available to the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) Staff and Independent Market Monitor (IMM).  PUCT Staff or IMM may require, after consultation with ERCOT, changes to the form of the data, limited to data ERCOT is reasonably able to collect. 
 (2)
ERCOT shall submit reports in accordance with its regulatory obligations under the applicable rules, laws, and orders of the PUCT and the Federal Energy Commission (FERC).  
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