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	NOGRR Number
	064
	NOGRR Title
	QSE Acknowledgement of VSS Dispatch Instructions

	Timeline
	Normal
	Action
	Recommended Approval

	Date of Decision
	June 16, 2011

	Proposed Effective Date
	August 1, 2011

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	Not applicable.

	Guide Section Requiring Revision
	2.7.4.1, Maintaining System Voltage

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) revises language in Section 2.7.4.1 to be consistent with paragraph (3) of Section 2.2.10, Generation Resource Response Time Requirements.  Section 2.7.4.1 requires Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs) to respond within two minutes of receipt of a Dispatch Instruction from ERCOT for Voltage Support Service (VSS) while paragraph (3) of Section 2.2.10 requires a response within five minutes.   

	Reason for Revision
	To remove inconsistency between two sections of the Nodal Operating Guides related to the appropriate time period of response by a QSE to a VSS Dispatch Instruction.  Furthermore, two minutes is not enough time for a QSE to receive a VSS Dispatch Instruction from ERCOT, then contact the appropriate Generation Resource who then must physically change the voltage at the Generation Resource using whatever means appropriate.  This change does not reduce system reliability since existing Nodal Operating Guide language in paragraph (3) of Section 2.2.10 already allows a QSE up to five minutes to respond to a VSS Dispatch Instruction.

	Overall Market Benefit
	Removes ambiguity existing in the Nodal Operating Guides and provides clarity to Market Participants as to the responsibilities of QSEs to respond to VSS Dispatch Instructions.

	Overall Market Impact
	None.

	Consumer Impact
	None.

	Procedural History
	· On 3/8/11, NOGRR064 was posted.

· On 4/20/11, the Operations Working Group (OWG) considered NOGRR064.
· On 5/5/11, an Impact Analysis was posted. 

· On 5/18/11, OWG considered the 4/20/11 OWG Report and Impact Analysis for NOGRR064.

· On 6/16/11, ROS considered NOGRR064.

	OWG Decision 
	On 4/20/11, OWG was in consensus to recommend approval of NOGRR064 as revised by OWG. 
On 5/18/11, OWG was in consensus to endorse and forward the 4/20/11 OWG Report and Impact Analysis for NOGRR064 to ROS.

	Summary of OWG Discussion
	On 4/20/11, OWG proposed additional language to clarify the response time by a QSE to a VSS Dispatch Instruction from ERCOT.  
On 5/18/11, there was no discussion.

	ROS Decision
	On 6/16/11, ROS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NOGRR064 as recommended by OWG in the 5/18/11 OWG Report.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of ROS Discussion
	On 6/16/11, there was no discussion. 
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	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact
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	None.
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	Market Benefit
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	Consistency of Nodal Operating Guides.
	None.
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	Sponsor

	Name
	Henry Durrwachter

	E-mail Address
	hdurrwachter@luminant.com

	Company
	Luminant Energy Company LLC

	Phone Number
	(214) 875-9285

	Cell Number
	(214) 437-4622

	Market Segment
	Investor Owned Utility (IOU)


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Sonja B. Mingo

	E-Mail Address
	smingo@ercot.com 

	Phone Number
	512-248-6463


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	None.
	


	Proposed Guide Language Revision


2.7.4.1
 Maintaining System Voltage

(1)
ERCOT will maintain a performance log of QSEs acknowledgements of Voltage Support Service (VSS) Dispatch Instructions concerning scheduled voltage or scheduled reactive output requests.  A QSE’s response that is completed in no more than five minutes from the time of issuance of such requests shall be deemed satisfactory.

(2)
ERCOT shall monitor the Automatic Voltage Regulator (AVR), as required in Protocol Section 6.5.5.1, Changes in Resource Status, to assure that it is on and operating automatically at least 98% of the time in which the QSE is providing the Reactive Power supply from Generation Resources required to provide VSS.  The percentage is calculated as:  Time (AVR is on while providing Service) / (Total Time Providing Services) (100%).

(3)
Except under Force Majeure conditions or ERCOT-permitted operation of the Generation Resource, failure of a Generation Resource required to provide VSS to provide either leading or lagging reactive up to the required capability of the unit upon request from a TO or ERCOT may, at the discretion of ERCOT, be reported to the Texas Regional Entity (TRE).

(4)
Except under Force Majeure conditions or ERCOT-permitted operation of the Generation Resource, if a Generation Resource required to provide VSS fails to maintain transmission system voltage at the point of interconnection with the TSP within 2% of the voltage profile while operating at less than the maximum reactive capability of the Generation Resource, ERCOT may, at its discretion, report this to the TRE.

(5)
The TRE will investigate claims of alleged non-compliance and Force Majeure conditions, and address confirmed non-compliance situations.  The TRE will advise the Generation Resource, its QSE, ERCOT, and the TSP planning and operating staffs of the results of such investigations.
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