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	Comments


ERCOT has included the ability for Duration-Limited Resources (DLRs) to participate in Security-Constrained Economic Dispatch (SCED) as part of the definition and added the necessary requirements to participate.

A DLR can provide Regulation Up Service as well as participate in SCED but not both simultaneously by monitoring and changing the telemetered Resource Status as per the requirements in paragraph (6)(f) of Section 6.5.5.2, Operational Data Requirements. Due to ERCOT system design limitations the DLR will also be modeled in the ERCOT system as a Controllable Load Resource to provide Regulation Down Service. All other provisions for providing services as either a Generation Resource or Controllable Load Resource apply.
	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


2.1 
DEFINITIONS

Resource

. . .

Generation Resource

. . .

Duration-Limited Resource (DLR)
A Resource that when functioning as a generator is able to only provide Regulation Service and energy, but not simultaneously, because it cannot sustain its maximum energy production value continuously to the ERCOT System for a full hour due to operational restrictions.
2.2

ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS
DLR
Duration-Limited Resource
3.17.2
Responsive Reserve Service 

(1)
Responsive Reserve (RRS) Service is a service used to restore or maintain the frequency of the ERCOT System:

(a)
In response to, or to prevent, significant frequency deviations;

(b)
As backup Regulation Service; and

(c)
By providing energy during an Energy Emergency Alert (EEA).

(2)
RRS may be provided through one or more of the following means:  

(a)
By using frequency-dependent response from On-Line Resources as prescribed in the Operating Guides to help restore the frequency within the first few seconds of an event that causes a significant frequency deviation in the ERCOT System; and

(b)
Either manually or by using a four-second signal to provide energy on deployment by ERCOT.

(3)
RRS Service may be used to provide energy during the implementation of an EEA.  Under the EEA, RRS provides generation capacity, capacity from Controllable Load Resources or interruptible Load available for deployment on ten minutes’ notice. 

(4)
Responsive Reserve (RRS) Service may be provided by:  

(a)
Unloaded, On-Line Generation Resource capacity; 

(b)
Load Resources controlled by high-set, under-frequency relays; 

(c)
Controllable Load Resources;

(d)
Hydro Responsive Reserves as defined in the Operating Guides; and 

(e)
Direct Current Tie (DC Tie) response that stops frequency decay as defined in the Operating Guides.  

(5) 
Duration-Limited Resources (DLRs) are not eligible to provide RRS.
3.17.3
Non-Spinning Reserve Service

(1)
Non-Spinning Reserve Service (Non-Spin) is provided by using:

(a)
Generation Resources, whether On-Line or Off-Line, capable of: 

(i)
being synchronized and ramped to a specified output level within 30 minutes; and 

(ii)
running at a specified output level for at least one hour; or

(b)
Load Resources capable of:

(i)
being interrupted within 30 minutes; and 

(ii)
remaining interrupted for at least one hour.  

(2)
Duration-Limited Resources are not eligible to provide Non-Spin.

(3)
The Non-Spin may be deployed by ERCOT to increase available reserves in Real-Time Operations. 
 6.3.2
Activities for Real-Time Operations

(1)
Activities for Real-Time operations begin at the end of the Adjustment Period and conclude at the close of the Operating Hour.

(2)
The following table summarizes the timeline for the Operating Period and the activities of QSEs and ERCOT during Real-Time operations where “T” represents any instant within the Operating Hour.  The table is intended to be only a general guide and not controlling language, and any conflict between this table and another section of the Protocols is controlled by the other section:

	Operating Period
	QSE Activities
	ERCOT Activities

	During the first hour of the Operating Period 
	
	Execute the Hour-Ahead Sequence, including HRUC, beginning with the second hour of the Operating Period

Review and communicate HRUC commitments

Snapshot the Scheduled Power Consumption for Controllable Load Resources



	Before the start of each SCED run
	Update Output Schedules for DSRs
QSEs representing Duration-Limited Resources (DLRs) that are participating in SCED shall change the telemetered Resource Status at least 5 minutes before those Resources exhaust their ability to provide energy.

	Validate Output Schedules for DSRs

Execute Real-Time Sequence



	SCED run
	
	Execute SCED



	During the Operating Hour
	Telemeter the Ancillary Service Resource Responsibility for each Resource

Acknowledge receipt of Dispatch Instructions

Comply with Dispatch Instruction

Review Resource Status to assure current state of the Resources is properly telemetered

Update COP with actual Resource Status and limits and Ancillary Service Schedules 

Communicate Resource Forced Outages to ERCOT 

Communicate to ERCOT Resource changes to Ancillary Service Resource Responsibility via telemetry in the time window beginning 30 seconds prior to the five-minute clock interval and ending ten seconds prior to that five-minute clock interval
	Communicate all Base Points, Dispatch Instructions and LMPs for energy and Ancillary Services using Inter-Control 
Center Communications Protocol (ICCP) or Verbal Dispatch Instructions (VDIs)

Monitor Resource Status and identify discrepancies between COP and telemetered Resource Status

Restart Real-Time Sequence on major change of Resource or Transmission Element Status

Monitor ERCOT total system capacity providing Ancillary Services 
Validate COP information

Monitor ERCOT control performance

Distribute by ICCP, and post to the MIS Public Area, the LMPs created by each SCED process for each Resource Node. These prices shall be posted immediately subsequent to deployment of Base Points from SCED with the time stamp the prices are effective

Post Hub LMP, Load Zone LMP, and LMPs for each Electrical Bus via the MIS Public Area.  These prices shall be posted immediately subsequent to deployment of Base Points from SCED with the time stamp the prices are effective

Post each hour on the MIS Public Area SCED Shadow Prices and active binding transmission constraints by Transmission Element name (contingency /overloaded element pairs) 

Post the Settlement Point Prices for each Settlement Point immediately following the end of each Settlement Interval  

Post parameters as required by Section 6.4.8, Ancillary Services Capacity During the Adjustment Period and in Real-Time, to the MIS Secure Area


	[NPRR350:  Replace paragraph (2) above with the following upon system implementation:]

(2)
The following table summarizes the timeline for the Operating Period and the activities of QSEs and ERCOT during Real-Time operations where “T” represents any instant within the Operating Hour.  The table is intended to be only a general guide and not controlling language, and any conflict between this table and another section of the Protocols is controlled by the other section:

Operating Period

QSE Activities

ERCOT Activities

During the first hour of the Operating Period 

Execute the Hour-Ahead Sequence, including HRUC, beginning with the second hour of the Operating Period

Review and communicate HRUC commitments

Snapshot the Scheduled Power Consumption for Controllable Load Resources

Before the start of each SCED run

Update Output Schedules for DSRs
QSEs representing Duration-Limited Resources (DLRs) that are participating in SCED shall change the telemetered Resource Status at least 5 minutes before those Resources exhaust their ability to provide energy.
Validate Output Schedules for DSRs

Execute Real-Time Sequence

SCED run

Execute SCED

During the Operating Hour

Telemeter the Ancillary Service Resource Responsibility for each Resource

Acknowledge receipt of Dispatch Instructions

Comply with Dispatch Instruction

Review Resource Status to assure current state of the Resources is properly telemetered

Update COP with actual Resource Status and limits and Ancillary Service Schedules 

Communicate Resource Forced Outages to ERCOT 

Communicate to ERCOT Resource changes to Ancillary Service Resource Responsibility via telemetry in the time window beginning 30 seconds prior to the five-minute clock interval and ending ten seconds prior to that five-minute clock interval

Communicate all Base Points, Dispatch Instructions and LMPs for energy and Ancillary Services using Inter-Control Center Communications Protocol (ICCP) or Verbal Dispatch Instructions (VDIs)

Monitor Resource Status and identify discrepancies between COP and telemetered Resource Status

Restart Real-Time Sequence on major change of Resource or Transmission Element Status

Monitor ERCOT total system capacity providing Ancillary Services 
Validate COP information

Monitor ERCOT control performance

Distribute by ICCP, and post to the MIS Public Area, the LMPs created by each SCED process for each Resource Node. These prices shall be posted immediately subsequent to deployment of Base Points from SCED with the time stamp the prices are effective

Post Hub LMP, Load Zone LMP, and LMPs for each Electrical Bus via the MIS Public Area.  These prices shall be posted immediately subsequent to deployment of Base Points from SCED with the time stamp the prices are effective

Post each hour on the MIS Public Area SCED Shadow Prices and active binding transmission constraints by Transmission Element name (contingency /overloaded element pairs) 

Post the Settlement Point Prices for each Settlement Point immediately following the end of each Settlement Interval  

Post parameters as required by Section 6.4.8, Ancillary Services Capacity During the Adjustment Period and in Real-Time, to the MIS Public Area




(3)
At the beginning of each hour, ERCOT shall post on the MIS Public Area the following information:

(a)
Changes in ERCOT System conditions that could affect the security and dynamic transmission limits of the ERCOT System, including:

(i)
Changes or expected changes, in the status of Transmission Facilities as recorded in the Outage Scheduler for the remaining hours of the current Operating Day and all hours of the next Operating Day; and

(ii)
Any conditions such as adverse weather conditions as determined from the ERCOT-designated weather service;

(b)
Updated system-wide Load forecasts;

(c)
The quantities of Reliability Must-Run (RMR) Services deployed by ERCOT for each previous hour of the current Operating Day;

(d)
Total ERCOT System Demand, from Real-Time operations, integrated over each Settlement Interval; and 

(e)
Updated Electrical Bus Load distribution factors and other information necessary to forecast Electrical Bus Loads for each hour of the current Operating Day and all hours of the next Operating Day.
6.5.5.2
Operational Data Requirements

(1)
ERCOT shall use Operating Period data to monitor and control the reliability of the ERCOT Transmission Grid and shall use it in network analysis software to predict the short-term reliability of the ERCOT Transmission Grid.  Each TSP, at its own expense, may obtain that Operating Period data from ERCOT or directly from QSEs.

(2)
A QSE representing a Generation Resource connected to Transmission Facilities or distribution facilities shall provide the following Real-Time telemetry data to ERCOT for each Generation Resource.  ERCOT shall make that data available, in accordance with ERCOT Protocols, NERC standards and policies, and Governmental Authority requirements, to requesting TSPs and DSPs operating within ERCOT.  Such data must be provided to the requesting TSP or DSP at the requesting TSP’s or DSP’s expense, including:

(a)
Net real power (in MW) as measured by installed power metering or as calculated in accordance with the Operating Guides based on metered gross real power and conversion constants determined by the Resource Entity and provided to ERCOT as a result of Section 3.7, Resource Parameters.  Net real power represents the actual generation of a Resource for all real power dispatch purposes, including use in Security-Constrained Economic Dispatch (SCED), determination of the High Ancillary Service Limit (HASL), High Dispatch Limit (HDL), Low Dispatch Limit (LDL) and Low Ancillary Service Limit (LASL), and is consistent with telemetered HSL and LSL;

(b)
Gross real power (in MW) as measured by installed power metering or as calculated in accordance with the Operating Guides based on metered real power, which may include Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) metering, and conversions constants determined by the Resource Entity and provided to ERCOT as a result of Section 3.7;

(c)
Gross Reactive Power (in Megavolt-Amperes reactive (MVAr));

(d)
Net Reactive Power (in MVAr);

(e)
Power to standby transformers serving plant auxiliary Load;

(f)
Status of switching devices in the plant switchyard not monitored by the TSP or DSP affecting flows on the ERCOT Transmission Grid;

(g)
Any data mutually agreed to by ERCOT and the QSE to adequately manage system reliability;

(h)
Generation Resource breaker and switch status;

(i)
HSL;

(j)
High Emergency Limit (HEL), under Section 6.5.9.2, Failure of the SCED Process;

(k)
Low Emergency Limit (LEL), under Section 6.5.9.2; 

(l)
LSL;

(m)
Configuration identification for Combined Cycle Generation Resources;

(n)
Ancillary Service Schedule for each quantity of RRS and Non-Spin which is equal to the Ancillary Service Resource Responsibility minus the amount of Ancillary Service deployment;

(o)
Ancillary Service Resource Responsibility for each quantity of Regulation Up (Reg-Up), Regulation Down (Reg-Down), RRS and Non-Spin.  The sum of Ancillary Service Resource Responsibility for all Resources in a QSE is equal to the Ancillary Service Supply Responsibility for that QSE; and

(p)
Reg-Up and Reg-Down Services participation factors represent how a QSE is planning to deploy the Ancillary Service energy on a percentage basis to specific qualified Resource(s).

(3)
For each Wind-powered Generation Resource (WGR), the QSE shall set the HSL equal to the current net output capability of the facility.  The net output capability should consider the net real power of the WGR, turbine availability, weather conditions, and whether the WGR net output is being affected by compliance with a SCED Dispatch Instruction.

(4)
A QSE representing a Load Resource connected to Transmission Facilities or distribution facilities shall provide the following Real-Time data to ERCOT for each Load Resource and ERCOT shall make the data available, in accordance with ERCOT Protocols, NERC standards and policies, and Governmental Authority requirements, to the Load Resource’s host TSP or DSP at the TSP’s or DSP’s expense.  The Load Resource’s net real power consumption, Low Power Consumption (LPC) and Maximum Power Consumption (MPC) shall be telemetered to ERCOT using a positive (+) sign convention: 
(a)
Load Resource net real power consumption (in MW);

(b)
Any data mutually agreed to by ERCOT and the QSE to adequately manage system reliability;

(c)
Load Resource breaker status;

(d)
LPC (in MW);
(e)
MPC (in MW);
(f)
Ancillary Service Schedule (in MW) for each quantity of RRS and Non-Spin; 

(g)
Ancillary Service Resource Responsibility (in MW) for each quantity of Reg-Up and Reg-Down for Controllable Load Resources, and RRS and Non-Spin for all Load Resources;

(h)
The status of the high-set under-frequency relay, if required for qualification; 

(i)
For a Controllable Load Resource, the Scheduled Power Consumption that represents zero Ancillary Service deployments;

(j)
For a Controllable Load Resource, net Reactive Power (in MVAr);

(k)
Resource Status (Resource Status shall be ONRL if high-set under-frequency relay is active); and

(l)
Reg-Up and Reg-Down services participation factor, which represents how a QSE is planning to deploy the Ancillary Service energy on a percentage basis to specific qualified Resource. 

(5)
A QSE with Resources used in SCED shall provide communications equipment to receive ERCOT-telemetered control deployments.

(6)
A QSE providing any Regulation Service shall provide telemetry indicating the appropriate status of Resources providing Reg-Up or Reg-Down, including status indicating whether the Resource is temporarily blocked from receiving Reg-Up and/or Reg-Down deployments from the QSE.  This temporary blocking will be indicated by the enabling of the Raise Block Status and/or Lower Block Status telemetry points.

(a)
Raise Block Status and Lower Block Status are telemetry points used in transient unit conditions to communicate to ERCOT that a Resource’s ability to adjust its output has been unexpectedly impaired.

(b)
When one or both of the telemetry points are enabled for a Resource, ERCOT will cease using the regulation capacity assigned to that Resource for Ancillary Service deployment.

(c)
This hiatus of deployment will not excuse the Resource’s obligation to provide the Ancillary Services for which it has been committed.

(d)
These telemetry points shall only be utilized during unforeseen transient unit conditions such as plant equipment failures.  Raise Block Status and Lower Block Status shall only be enabled until the Resource operator has time to update the Resource limits and Ancillary Service telemetry to reflect the problem.

(e)
The Resource limits and Ancillary Service telemetry shall be updated as soon as practicable.  Raise Block Status and Lower Block Status will then be disabled. 
(f)
The Resource Status for a Duration-Limited Resource (DLR) participating in SCED shall be changed from ON to OFF at least 5 minutes before the DLR exhaust its ability to provide energy.
(7)
Real-Time data for reliability purposes must be accurate to within three percent.  This telemetry may be provided from relaying accuracy instrumentation transformers.

(8)
Each QSE shall report the current configuration of combined-cycle Resources that it represents to ERCOT.  The telemetered Resource Status for a Combined Cycle Generation Resource may only be assigned a Resource Status of OFFNS if no generation units within that Combined Cycle Generation Resource are On-Line.
(9)
A QSE representing combined-cycle Resources shall provide ERCOT with the possible operating configurations for each power block with accompanying limits.  Combined Cycle Train power augmentation methods may only be included as part of one or more of the registered Combined Cycle Generation Resource configurations.  The Energy Offer Curve in the Three-Part Supply Offer that includes the offered power augmentation method may reflect the price of the added capability.  Such power augmentation methods may include:

(a)
Combustion turbine inlet air cooling (CTIAC) methods;

(b)
Duct firing; 

(c)
Other ways of temporarily increasing the output of combined-cycle Resources; and

(d)
For Qualifying Facilities (QFs), an LSL that represents the minimum energy available, in MW, from the Combined Cycle Generation Resource for economic dispatch based on the minimum stable steam delivery to the thermal host plus a justifiable reliability margin that accounts for changes in ambient conditions.  

8.1.1.2
General Capacity Testing Requirements

(1)
Within the first 15 days of each Season, each QSE shall provide ERCOT a seasonal HSL for any Generation Resource with a capacity greater than ten MW that will be operated during that Season.  ERCOT shall provide an appropriate form for QSEs to submit their seasonal HSL data.  The seasonal HSL form shall take into account auxiliary Load and gross and net real power capability of the Generation Resource.  Each QSE shall update its COP and telemetry, as necessary, to reflect the HSL of each of its Generation Resources in a given operating interval as well as other operational limitations.  The HSL shown in the COP for a Generation Resource may not be ramp rate-limited while the Real-Time telemetered value of HSL for the Generation Resource may be ramp rate-limited by the QSE representing the Generation Resource in order for the Generation Resource to meet its HSL using the testing process described in paragraph (2) below. 
(2)
To verify that the HSL reported by telemetry is achievable, ERCOT may, at its discretion, conduct an unannounced Generation Resource test.  At a time determined solely by ERCOT, ERCOT will issue a Verbal Dispatch Instruction (VDI) to the QSE to operate the designated Generation Resource at its HSL as shown in the QSE’s telemetry at the time the test is initiated.  The QSE shall immediately upon receiving the VDI release all Ancillary Service obligations carried by the unit to be tested and shall telemeter Resource status as “ONTEST.”  The QSE shall not be required to start the designated Generation Resource if it is not already On-Line when ERCOT announces its intent to test the Resource.  If the designated Generation Resource is operating at its Low Sustained Limit (LSL) when ERCOT sends the VDI to begin the test, the QSE shall have up to 60 minutes to allow the Resource to reach 90% of its HSL as shown by telemetry and up to an additional 20 minutes for the Resource to reach the HSL shown by telemetry at the time the test is initiated.  This time requirement does not apply to nuclear-fueled Generation Resources.  If the designated Generation Resource is operating between its LSL and 50% of its HSL shown by telemetry when ERCOT begins the test, the QSE shall have 60 minutes for the Resource to reach its HSL.  If the Resource is operating at or above 50% of its HSL shown by telemetry when ERCOT begins the test, the QSE shall have 30 minutes for the Resource to reach its HSL.  Once the designated Generation Resource reaches its HSL, the QSE shall hold it at that output level for a minimum of 30 minutes.  The HSL for the designated Generation Resource shall be determined based on the Real-Time average MW, as telemetered by the Resource during the 30 minutes of constant output.  After each test, the QSE representing the Generation Resource will complete and submit the test form using the Net Dependable Capability and Reactive Capability (NDCRC) application located on the ERCOT Texas Market Link within two Business Days.

(3)
ERCOT may test multiple Generation Resources within a single QSE within a single 24-hour period.  However, in no case shall ERCOT test more than two Generation Resources within one QSE simultaneously.  All Resources On-Line in a Combined-Cycle Configuration will be measured on an aggregate capacity basis.  All QSEs associated with a jointly owned unit will be tested simultaneously.  Hydro,  wind generation and Duration Limited Resources (DLRs) will be excluded from unannounced generation capacity testing.  ERCOT shall not perform an unannounced Generation Resource test during a Watch or Energy Emergency Alert (EEA) event.  If an unannounced Generation Resource test is underway when a Watch or EEA event commences, ERCOT may cancel the test.

(4)
Should the designated Generation Resource fail to reach its HSL shown in its telemetry within the time frame set forth herein, the Real-Time average MW, as telemetered during the test shall be the basis for the new HSL for the designated Generation Resource for that Season.  The QSE shall have the opportunity to request another test as quickly as possible (at a time determined by ERCOT) and may retest up to two times per month.  The QSE may also demonstrate an increased value of HSL by operating the Generation Resource at an Output Schedule for at least 30 minutes.  In order to raise an output schedule above the seasonal HSL, the QSE may set the Resource telemetered HSL equal to its output temporarily for the purposes of the demonstration tests.  After either a retest or a demonstration test, the MW capability of the Generation Resource based on the average of the MW production telemetered during the test shall be the basis for the new HSL for the designated Generation Resource for that Season.  Any requested retest must take place within three Business Days after the request for retest.

(5)
The telemetered value of HSL for the Generation Resource shall only be used for testing purposes as described in this Section or for system reliability calculations.  Under no circumstance shall the telemetered HSL be used for Settlement purposes. 

(6)
A Resource Entity owning a hydro unit operating in the synchronous condenser fast response mode to provide hydro Responsive Reserve shall evaluate the maximum capability of the Resource each Season. 

(7)
ERCOT shall maintain historical records of unannounced Generation Resource test results, using the information contained therein to adjust the Reserve Discount Factor (RDF) subject to the approval of the appropriate TAC subcommittee.  ERCOT shall report to the Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS) annually or as requested by ROS the aggregated results of such unannounced testing (excluding retests), including, but not limited to, the number and total capacity of Resources tested, the percentage of Resources that met or exceeded their HSL reported by telemetry, the percentage that failed to meet their HSL reported by telemetry, and the total MW capacity shortfall of those Resources that failed to meet their HSL reported by telemetry.

(8)
QSEs who receive a VDI to operate the designated Generation Resource for an unannounced Generation Resource test may be considered for additional compensation under Section 6.6.9, Emergency Operations Settlement.  Any unannounced Generation Resource test VDI that ERCOT issues as a result of a QSE-requested retest will not be considered for additional compensation under Section 6.6.9.

(9)
All unannounced Generation Resource test VDIs will be considered as an instructed deviation for compliance purposes.

(10)
Before the start of each Season, a QSE shall provide ERCOT a list identifying each Controllable Load Resource that is expected to operate in a Season as a provider of Ancillary Service.  Prior to the beginning of each Season, QSEs shall identify the Controllable Load Resources to be tested during the Season and the specific week of the test if known.  Any Controllable Load Resource for which the QSE desires qualification to provide Ancillary Services shall have its Net Dependable Capability verified prior to providing Ancillary Services.

(11)
ERCOT shall annually verify the telemetry attributes of each qualified Load Resource.  In addition, once every two years, any Load Resource qualified to provide RRS Service using a high-set under-frequency relay shall test the correct operation of the under-frequency relay or the output from the solid-state switch, whichever applies.  However, if a Load Resource’s performance has been verified through response to an actual event, the data from the event can be used to meet the annual telemetry verification requirement for that year and the biennial relay-testing requirement.  

(12)
A specific Load Resource to be used for the first time to provide Regulation, RRS or Non-Spin must be tested to ERCOT’s reasonable satisfaction using an actual interruption of its Load as part of its qualification to provide Ancillary Service.  The test must take place at a time mutually selected by the QSE representing the Load Resource and ERCOT.  ERCOT shall make available its standard test document for Load Resource qualification required under this Section on the Market Information System (MIS) Public Area.

(13)
Any changes to a Load Resource including changes to its capability to provide Ancillary Service requires updates by the Load Resource to the registration information detailing the change.  For Non-Opt-In Entities (NOIEs) representing specific Load Resources that are located behind the NOIE Settlement Metering points, the NOIE shall provide an alternative unique descriptor of the qualified Load Resource for ERCOT’s records.

(14)
Qualification of a Resource, including a Load Resource, remains valid for that Resource in the event of a change of QSE for the Resource, provided that the new QSE demonstrates to ERCOT’s reasonable satisfaction that the new QSE has adequate communications and control capability for the Resource.

(15)
For purposes of qualifying Quick Start Generation Resources (QSGRs), ERCOT shall issue a unit-specific VDI for the MW amount that the QSE is requesting to qualify its QSGR to provide.  The QSE shall telemeter an ONTEST Resource Status.  The QSGR will only be qualified to provide an amount not to exceed the observed output at the end of a ten-minute test period. 

(16)
ERCOT may revoke the QSGR qualification of any QSGR for failure to comply with the following performance standard:

(a)
A QSGR, available for deployment by SCED, is deemed to have failed to start for the purpose of this performance measure if the QSGR fails to achieve at least 95% of the ERCOT SCED Base Point that first dispatches the QSGR above zero MW output, within ten minutes of the SCED time stamp.

(b)
ERCOT may revoke a QSGR’s qualification if within a rolling 90-day period the number of QSGR failures to start, as determined by paragraph (a) above, exceeds the higher of three failures or 5% of the number of ERCOT SCED Base Points that first dispatches the QSGR above zero MW.

(17)
If disqualified pursuant to paragraph (16) above, a QSGR may reestablish its QSGR qualification by submitting a corrective action plan to ERCOT that identifies actions taken to correct performance deficiencies and by successfully passing a new ERCOT QSGR test.


(18)
ERCOT may revoke the Regulation Service qualification of any DLR for failure to comply with the following performance standards:

(a)
For hours in which the DLR is providing Regulation Service, the DLR may only withdraw energy from the ERCOT System for the purpose of recharging or refilling when ERCOT has issued a Regulation Down Service (Reg-Down) control signal to that DLR’s QSE; or, 

(b)
When ERCOT issues a Regulation Up Service (Reg-Up) control signal and the DLR withdraws energy from the ERCOT System to recharge or refill, the QSE representing the DLR shall add to its Regulation Service control signal the amount of energy being withdrawn by the DLR.

To validate compliance with this requirement and depending on the technology installed, additional Real-Time telemetry data point(s) may be required.
8.1.1.2.1.1
Regulation Service Qualification

(1)
A QSE control system must be capable of receiving Reg-Up and Reg-Down control signals from ERCOT’s Load Frequency Control (LFC) system, and of directing its Resources to respond to the control signals, in an upward and downward direction to balance Real-Time Demand and Resources.  A QSE providing Reg-Up or Reg-Down shall provide communications equipment to receive telemetered control deployments of power from ERCOT.   

(2)
A QSE shall demonstrate to ERCOT that they have the ability to switch control to constant frequency operation as specified in the Operating Guides.  ERCOT’s direction to the QSE to operate on constant frequency will be considered a Dispatch Instruction.   

(3)
A QSE providing Reg-Up or Reg-Down shall provide ERCOT with the data requirements of Section 6.5.5.2, Operational Data Requirements.  Resources providing Reg-Up or Reg-Down must be capable of delivering the full amount of regulating capacity offered to ERCOT within five minutes.  

(4)
Each QSE providing Regulation Service shall perform a Regulation Service portfolio qualification test once every three years.
(5)
A QSE Regulation Service portfolio qualification test will be a test of the QSE’s ability to manage the Resources it represents while following the Regulation Service control signals.  ERCOT will not schedule a QSE Regulation Service qualification test during periods when the QSE is not providing Regulation Service.  Each of the QSE’s Resource(s) scheduled to provide Regulation Service during a QSE Regulation Service qualification test period shall be required to have a telemetered Reg-Up and Reg-Down participation factor greater than zero for a continuous period no less than 15 minutes. 
(6)
A Reg-Up and Reg-Down qualification test is conducted during a continuous 60-minute period agreed on in advance by the QSE and ERCOT.  QSEs may qualify their Resources to provide Reg-Up or Reg-Down, or both, in separate testing.  ERCOT shall administer the following test requirements:

(a)
ERCOT shall confirm the date and time of the test with the QSE to validate the voice circuits.

(b)
For the 60-minute duration of the test, when market and reliability conditions allow, the ERCOT Control Area Operator shall send a random sequence of increasing ramp, hold, and decreasing ramp control signals to the QSE for each Resource telemetering a Reg-Up or Reg-Down participation factor greater than zero.  ERCOT shall maintain a duration interval, for each increasing ramp, hold, or decreasing ramp sequence, of no less than two minutes.  The control signals may not request an individual Resource performance beyond the HSL, Low Sustained Limit (LSL), and ramp rate limit agreed on prior to the test.  During the test, ERCOT shall structure the test sequence such that at least one five-minute test interval is used to test the QSE’s ability to achieve the entire amount of Reg-Up or Reg-Down requested for qualification.  

(c)
ERCOT shall measure and record the average real power output for each minute of the Resource(s) being tested represented by the QSE.  During at least one five minute duration interval selected to evaluate each of the Reg-Up and Reg-Down amounts being tested, the Generation/Controllable Load Resource Energy Deployment Performance (GREDP/CLREDP) calculated in accordance with Section 8.1.1.4.1, Regulation Service and Generation Resource/Controllable Load Resource Energy Deployment Performance, over the entire five minute interval must be less than or equal to 3.5%.  Additionally, in all other test sequence intervals, the Resource’s measured GREDP/CLREDP must be less than or equal to 5% as calculated for the entire duration of each test interval.

(d)
On successful demonstration of the above test criteria, ERCOT shall qualify that each of the QSE’s Resources are capable of providing Regulation Service and shall provide a copy of the certificate to the QSE and the Resource Entities representing the individual Resources.

(7)
Within the 90-day provisional qualification period for a Resource to successfully pass Regulation Service qualification testing, the Resource’s QSE must complete a Regulation Service qualification test which includes the Resource.
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