OWG Report

	NOGRR Number
	065
	NOGRR Title
	Authorize ERCOT to Procure Additional RRS During Severe Cold Weather

	Timeline
	Normal
	Action
	Tabled

	Date of Decision
	May 18, 2011

	Proposed Effective Date
	To be determined.

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	To be determined.

	Guide Section Requiring Revision
	4.2.3, Watch

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) aligns with Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 336, Authorize ERCOT to Procure Additional RRS During Severe Cold Weather, which proposes to allow ERCOT to procure additional Responsive Reserve (RRS) during cold weather conditions.

	Reason for Revision
	Provide additional reserves in cold weather events.

	Overall Market Benefit
	Improved reliability of the ERCOT System.

	Overall Market Impact
	Significant impacts are expected but are needed in order to maintain reliability of the ERCOT System.

	Consumer Impact
	Unknown.

	Procedural History
	· On 3/9/11, NOGRR065 was posted.

· On 4/20/11, the Operations Working Group (OWG) considered NOGRR065.

· On 5/18/11, the OWG again considered NOGRR065.

	OWG Decision 
	On 4/20/11, the OWG was in consensus to table NOGRR065 for one month.

On 5/18/11, the OWG was in consensus to table NOGRR065.

	Summary of OWG Discussion
	On 4/20/11, it was noted that the 4/15/11 WMS comments on the associated NPRR336 recommended that it be rejected.  After discussion, the OWG agreed to request that PRS table NPRR336 to allow for a comprehensive reliability and commercial review.  There was a suggestion that in addition to a comprehensive review, recommendations from the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT), the Independent Market Monitor (IMM) and the Texas Reliability Entity (Texas RE) also be considered.

On 5/18/11, it was noted that the Operations Task Force (OTF) will be hosting a special meeting to discuss NOGRR065 and the associated NPRR336 and will propose language changes if appropriate.


	Quantitative Impacts and Benefits
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	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	Significant impacts are expected but are needed in order to maintain reliability of the ERCOT System.
	Unknown.
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	Market Benefit
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	Improved reliability of the ERCOT System.
	Unknown.
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	Sponsor

	Name
	Stan Morris

	E-mail Address
	Stan.morris@tnmp.com

	Company
	Texas New Mexico Power

	Phone Number
	(281) 337-6589 ext. 7501

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	Investor Owned Utility (IOU)


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Yvette M. Landin

	E-Mail Address
	ylandin@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	(512) 248-4513


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	None.
	


	Proposed Guide Language Revision


4.2.3
Watch

(1)
A Watch may be issued by ERCOT in accordance with Protocol Section 6.5.9.3.3, Watch, when it recognizes that conditions have developed such that an insecure operating state exists or is imminent.

(2)
ERCOT may require information from QSEs and TOs.  Typical information requested may include, but is not limited to:

(a)
Resource fuel capabilities;

(b)
Resource condition details; and

(c)
Actual weather conditions.

(3)
When a post-contingency overload of a non-critical element can not be rectified by congestion management methods, including Remedial Action Plans (RAPs) (see Section 4.3.1, Remedial Action Plans), or mitigation plans, ERCOT shall issue a Watch.  A “non-critical element” is one whose loss will not result in an uncontrolled separation of cascading outages or large scale service disruptions to Load or overload of a critical Transmission Element.

(4)
ERCOT shall provide verbal notice of the Watch to all TOs and QSEs and shall post the message electronically to the MIS Secure Area.  QSEs shall notify appropriate Resources, REPs and LSEs.  TOs shall notify their represented TSPs.  
(5)
In a Cold Weather Watch, ERCOT shall increase Responsive Reserve (RRS) in accordance with Protocol Section 6.5.3.3, Watch.

(6)
In a Severe Cold Weather Watch, ERCOT shall increase RRS requirements in accordance with Protocol Section 6.5.3.3, and
(a)
All available Generation Resources within the anticipated time frame of the Severe Cold Weather Watch, but having start-up times greater than one hour, shall be brought On-Line;

(b)
QSEs will notify ERCOT when the requirement in paragraph (a) above is completed; and
(c)
QSEs will notify ERCOT of hardships incurred or anticipated in maintaining all Generation Resources On-Line during minimum Load hours. 

(7)
ERCOT will cancel a Cold Weather Watch or Severe Cold Weather Watch as soon as weather conditions permit.
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