DRAFT
Minutes of the Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS) Meeting

ERCOT Austin – 7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744

Monday, April 11, 2011 – 9:30 a.m.
Attendance
Members:

	Alvarez, Eli
	Brownsville PUB
	

	Armke, James
	Austin Energy
	

	Briscoe, Judy
	BP Energy
	Alt. Rep. for F. Gutierrez

	Carpenter, Jeremy
	Tenaska Power Services
	Alt. Rep. S. Helyer

	DeTullio, David
	Air Liquide
	

	Donohoo, Ken
	Oncor Electric Delivery
	

	Garrett, Mark
	Direct Energy
	

	Garza, Sergio
	LCRA
	Alt. Rep. for B. Hatfield

	Gedrich, Brian
	NextEra Energy
	

	Green, Bob
	Garland Power and Light
	

	Greer, Clayton
	Morgan Stanley
	

	Holloway, Harry
	GDF Suez Energy Marketing
	

	Jones, Randy
	Calpine
	

	Keetch, Rick
	Reliant Energy Retail Services
	

	Kroskey, Tony
	Brazos Electric Power Cooperative
	Alt. Rep. for R. Ryno

	Kunkel, Dennis
	AEP Service Corporation
	

	Marsh, Tony
	Texas Power
	

	McDaniel, Rex
	Texas-New Mexico Power
	

	Moore, John
	South Texas Electric Cooperative
	

	Rocha, Paul
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Schwarz, Brad
	E.ON Climate and Renewables
	

	Vander Laan, Dirk
	Exelon Generation
	

	Williams, Blake
	CPS Energy
	

	Wittmeyer, Bob
	Residential Consumer
	


Guests:

	Brandt, Adrianne
	Austin Energy
	

	Bruce, Mark
	Stratus Energy Group
	

	Gibbens, David
	CPS Energy
	

	Grimes, Mike
	Horizon Wind Energy
	

	Hampton, Brenda
	Luminant
	

	Hassink, Paul
	AEPSC
	

	Henry, Mark
	Texas Reliability Entity
	

	Hering, Michael
	BTU
	

	Hudson, Tony
	TNMP
	Via Teleconference

	Islam, Atiqul
	Texas Tech University
	

	Jones, Liz
	Oncor
	

	Kathpal, Praveen
	AES
	

	Kolodziej, Eddie
	Customized Energy Solutions
	

	Lane, Rob
	Luminant Energy
	

	McClellan, Suzi
	TECA
	

	Mercado, David
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Niemeyer, Sydney
	NRG
	Via Teleconference

	Owens, Frank
	TMPA
	

	Payton, Tom
	Oxy
	

	Stevenson, Amanda
	Xtreme Power
	

	Thormahlen, Jack
	LCRA
	

	Vo, Trieu
	CPS Energy
	

	Walker, Richard
	Texas Tech University
	


ERCOT-ISO Staff:

	Albracht, Brittney
	
	

	Anderson, Troy
	
	

	Billo, Jeff
	
	

	Flores, Isabel
	
	

	Frosch, Colleen
	
	

	Gnanam, Prabhu
	
	

	Healy, Jeff
	
	

	Landin, Yvette
	
	

	McElfresh, Brandon
	
	

	Patterson, Mark
	
	

	Teixeira, Jay
	
	

	Villanueva, Leo
	
	


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.

ROS Vice Chair Blake Williams called the ROS meeting to order at 9:40 a.m.  
Antitrust Admonition

Mr. Williams directed attention to the displayed ERCOT Antitrust Admonition and noted the requirement to comply with the ERCOT Antitrust Guidelines.  A copy of the guidelines was available for review.  
Agenda Review
There were no changes to the agenda.
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Update (see Key Documents)
Ken Donohoo reported the disposition of revision request items considered at the April 7, 2011 TAC meeting.

Antitrust Training

Nathan Bigbee provided antitrust training.
ROS Voting Items (see Key Documents) 

Draft March 10, 2011 ROS Meeting Minutes 
This item was postponed to the May 12, 2011 ROS meeting.
Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 315, Revision of Responsive Reserve Measure to Net Dependable Capability – Urgent 
It was suggested that the Operations Working Group be allowed additional time to review NPRR315.

Clayton Greer moved to recommend that the Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS) table NPRR315 until further review has been performed by OWG.  Randy Jones seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NPRR324, Conductor/Transformer Transmission Facility Rating
Paul Rocha moved to recommend approval of NPRR324 as amended by the 4/8/11 LCRA comments.  Mr. Greer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NPRR328, Removes ERCOT Requirement For Reactive Resource Planning and the Associated Compliance Process 
Mr. Rocha moved to recommend approval of NPRR328 as amended by the 4/4/11 CenterPoint Energy comments.  James Armke seconded the motion.  Mr. Greer opined that researching the optimal use of static and dynamic Reactive Power capability might not be appropriate.  The motion carried with one abstention from the Independent Power Marketer (IPM) Market Segment.

NPRR334, Incorporate Resource Limit for the Amount of Regulation Service that may be Provided from a Generation Resource During any Operating Hour
Mr. Greer moved to recommend that PRS table NPRR334 to allow time for OWG to review the item.  Mr. R. Jones seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NPRR340, Unannounced HSL test for Duration-Limited Resources 
Brian Gedrich moved to recommend that PRS table NPRR340 for one month.  Mr. R. Jones seconded the motion.  ERCOT Staff reviewed the history of High Sustained Limit (HSL) testing.  The motion carried unanimously. 

Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) 056, Synchronization with NPRR291, Reduce the Comment Period for NPRRs and SCRs
Mr. Rocha moved to recommend approval of NOGRR056 as recommended by OWG in the 3/7/11 OWG Report.  Mr. Greer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NOGRR058, Deletion of Section 5, Planning
It was noted that Planning Guide Revision Request (PGRR) 005, New Planning Guide Section 5, Planning Criteria, should be implemented before NOGRR058 deletes Section 5 from the Nodal Operating Guides.
Mr. Greer moved to table NPRR058.  Mr. R. Jones seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NOGRR068, Hydro-Responsive Reserve
Isabel Flores noted that ERCOT Staff continues to work with LCRA on NOGRR068 language and requested that the item be tabled.  

Mr. Greer moved to grant NOGRR068 Urgent status.  Harry Holloway seconded the motion.  Market Participants debated the need for Urgent status for the item, and expressed concern that Urgent status is sought for too many items.  Ms. Flores noted that should the item proceed on a normal timeline, it would not be implemented in time to help ensure the reliability of the system during the coming high Demand period.  It was also noted that NOGRR068 aligns the Nodal Operating Guides with language that existed in the zonal Operating Guides.  Mr. Greer suggested that the issue of Responsive Reserve be discussed in the coming year.  Market Participants requested that the Performance Disturbance Compliance Working Group (PDCWG) review NOGRR068 for impacts to reliability.  The motion carried via roll call vote.  (Please see ballot posted with Key Documents.)
Mr. Greer moved to table NOGRR068.  Mr. Gedrich seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Market Participants further discussed that consideration should be given to the frequent use of Urgent status; and the possibility that a Primary Frequency Response service might be developed via cooperation between PDCWG and the Wholesale Market Subcommittee (WMS).  Mr. Greer expressed concern for inconsistency in the Nodal Protocols; that Responsive Reserve (RRS) is needed immediately when a unit trips to arrest frequency and ensure system stability; and that ERCOT has frequently redeployed Security Constrained Economic Dispatch (SCED) before the full five minute interval.
NOGRR069, Relay Misoperation Reporting Changes for Consistency with ERO-RAPA Proposal
Mark Henry reviewed the 4/11/11 Texas Reliability Entity (Texas RE) comments to NOGRR069; noted that the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) has identified misoperation reporting as a reliability issue across regions and is collecting data; observed that consistency in reporting format and periodicity is needed to improve analysis efforts and maintain compliance with NERC requirements; and opined that some reports that NOGRR069 seeks to remove should instead be maintained for reliability reasons.  Some Market Participants expressed concern for insufficient time to review the Texas RE comments and requested that the item be tabled; other Market Participants countered that the item had been posted for a while, a deadline is approaching, and that relay misoperation is not failure to protect. 

Market Participants discussed that a late-2010 letter from NERC requires the quarterly reporting and is being used by Entities to justify compliance efforts, and as such, there is no urgent need to advance NOGRR069.  Mr. Henry confirmed that Entities must comply with the requirements as detailed in the letter, regardless of language in the Nodal Operating Guides, and that it is the intent that the report format, whether the data is to be submitted to the System Protection Working Group (SPWG) or NERC, be consistent in an effort to reduce duplicative workloads.
Mr. Greer moved to table NOGRR069 and to refer the issue to SPWG.  Bob Wittmeyer seconded the motion.  Liz Jones offered that it would be helpful for the Texas RE to identify as fully as possible what it needs in a NERC report, and that the question becomes whether SPWG is willing to adopt the NERC report format for the Nodal Operating Guides.  Peter Belkin added that SPWG is aware of the issue; will essentially use the NERC check list; and that the remaining point requiring resolution is the status of the misoperation or failure to close.  The motion carried unanimously.
PGRR006, New Planning Guide Section 6.5, Annual Load Data Request 
Mr. Rocha moved to recommend approval of PGRR006 as amended by the 4/7/11 CenterPoint Energy comments.  Mr. Greer seconded the motion.  Mr. Rocha noted that the 4/7/11 CenterPoint Energy comments address new requirements relating to Load forecast data.  The motion carried unanimously.

PGRR007, New Planning Guide Section 6, Data/Modeling and 6.4 TPIT Report and Data Requirements 

It was noted that there are section placeholders in PGRR007 due to the Planning Working Group’s (PLWG’s) ongoing development of those sections.  Mr. Garrett expressed concern for use of the term “material impact”; Rob Lane concurred but added that the language is consistent with the existing Transmission Project Information Tracking (TPIT) procedure and may be revised at a later date.

Mr. Rocha moved to recommend approval of PGRR007 as recommended by PLWG in the 3/25/11 PLWG Report.  Mr. Greer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Confirm NERC Reliability Working Group (NRWG) Leadership 
It was discussed that the NRWG Charter was rescinded and that the group was directed to redraft a charter; that the group will discuss NERC activities that affect ERCOT members, but that Entities will file comments to NERC items individually; and that leadership will be considered for ROS endorsement at the May 12, 2011 ROS meeting.
Nodal Planning Go Live Status Reports (see Key Documents)

Steady State Working Group (SSWG) Report

Tony Hudson reviewed recent SSWG activities.

Draft Planning Modeling Expectations Whitepaper Outline

Mr. Donohoo requested that interested parties forward comments on the draft to Mr. Hudson.  Mr. Hudson added that the SSWG views the white paper as the basis for long-term case building procedures.

Update: SCR760, Recommended Changes Needed for Information Model Manager and Topology Processor for Planning Models 

Jay Teixeira noted that the SCR760 is now part of the System Planning Report and invited Market Participant feedback.  Market Participants were supportive of the update format; Mr. Greer expressed particular appreciation for the addition of the regional wind capacity update.
Emerging Technologies Working Group (ETWG) (see Key Documents)
Mr. Gedrich reported highlights of the April 6, 2011 ETWG meeting.  Regarding the Emerging Technologies Integration Plan (ETIP) Report, Mr. Gedrich noted that ETWG is looking to resolve a discrepancy between what the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) and ERCOT report for non-wind renewable resources.

State Estimator Redaction Task Force (SERTF) (see Key Documents)
Mr. R. Jones provided a progress report regarding SERTF activities.  Market Participants noted that there are on-going discussions regarding contesting the publication of certain data and redaction processes.
ERCOT Reports (see Key Documents)
Business Integration

Troy Anderson provided updates regarding 2011 projects, remaining phases of the Nodal Parking Deck impact assessments, and 2012 project prioritization efforts.

March System Planning Reports
Jeff Billo presented the March 2011 ERCOT System Planning report.  Market Participants requested information as to the publication date of the Capacity Demand Reserves (CDR) Report; for clarification regarding negative Reliability Unit Commitment (RUC) Make Whole payments; and for verification of certain congestion costs.  

Mr. Garrett asked if a timeline had been established for the calculation of the next stability limits, in light of coming Competitive Renewable Energy Zone (CREZ) lines.  Mr. Billo noted plans to recalculate the matrix annually, with anticipated completion before the 2011 summer peak and a repeat exercise in Spring 2012; and that a number of outages on significant transmission lines have called for interim studies as well.  Mr. Billo added that ERCOT is in the information gathering stage of analysis and that it is anticipated that there will be additional stability transfer limits than what are seen currently.  Leo Villanueva added that ERCOT Operations and ERCOT Planning staffs are working closely. 
Mr. Billo noted that in response to a request, year-to-date reporting on binding constraints will be presented at the May 12, 2011 ROS meeting.  Regarding the Valley Import constraint, Mr. Billo clarified that it is primarily a thermal constraint.

March Operations Reports
Naga Kota presented the March 2011 ERCOT Operations report.
Energy Emergency Alert (EEA) Level 1 Event – March 23, 2011
Mr. Kota reviewed the timeline of the March 23, 2011 event.

February ROS Working Group/Task Force Reports (see Key Documents)

Critical Infrastructure Protection Working Group (CIPWG)
No questions were offered regarding the posted CIPWG report.

Dynamics Working Group (DWG)
David Mercado presented the DWG report.  No questions were offered
Network Data Support Working Group (NDSWG)
Trieu Vo presented the NDSWG report.  No questions were offered. 

OWG
Frank Owens provided the OWG update, noted that the March 7, 2011 OWG meeting was abbreviated due to the 2011 Operator Training sessions; and proposed that the Black Start Task Force be recreated as an ROS working group.  Mr. Donohoo requested that draft charter and procedures be brought forward for ROS consideration.
PDCWG
Sydney Niemeyer provided the PDCWG update and follow-up items for the February 2, 2011 events.    Regarding inertia, Mr. Niemeyer noted that analyses would need to be further refined, and that sufficient data has not yet been summarized to support any conclusions, but that PDCWG does hope to be able, with further analysis, to represent a trend.  Regarding the responsibility for sustained system response, Mr. Niemeyer opined that it seem most logical and reliable that the Generator will be looked to, rather than the Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE), but the Texas RE will likely consider overall response, rather than who or how it was provided.  Mr. R. Jones noted that he had submitted a revision request for PDCWG review and expressed hope that the draft will begin the discussion as to how to have more primary frequency response in the system.
PLWG

Mr. Lane provided the PLWG report.  Mr. Lane suggested that consideration should be given to whether recent events in the Valley were due to outlier conditions or are indicative of future problems due to Load shift in the region.  

SPWG
No questions were offered.
Adjournment
Mr. Donohoo adjourned the April 11, 2011 ROS meeting at 2:05 p.m.
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