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	NPRR Number
	264
	NPRR Title
	Clarification of Nodal Protocol Requirements for Generators With Multiple Points of Interconnection

	Timeline
	Normal
	Action
	Recommended Approval

	Date of Decision
	March 24, 2011

	Proposed Effective Date
	To be determined.

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	To be determined.

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision
	1.6.5, Interconnection of New Generation

2.1, Definitions

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) adds language to specify that for a new Point of Interconnection (POI), Generation Resources must comply with Section 3.15, Voltage Support, and Nodal Operating Guide Section 2.9, Voltage Ride-Through Requirements for Generation Resources, based upon the execution date of the most recent Standard Generation Interconnection Agreement (SGIA).  For existing Generation Resources with more than one POI, compliance with these requirements is based on the execution of the SGIA relative to the POI where the Generation Resource is electrically connected.  This NPRR also revises the definition of POI to clarify that the POI is determined by the voltage level and substation, rather than the location, of the relevant interconnection.

	Reason for Revision
	Some Nodal Protocol requirements applicable to Generation Resources are based upon the date of execution of the SGIA between the Resource owner and the Transmission Service Provider (TSP).  For Resources with more than one POI, the question arises which SGIA date should be used to determine applicability of such requirements to the Resource.  The Multiple Interconnections for Generators Task Force (MIGTF) recommended that the date of the original SGIA be binding for this purpose.  The MIGTF recommendation was endorsed by the Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS), Wholesale Market Subcommittee (WMS), and Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).  This NPRR clarifies which Nodal Protocol requirements are applicable to an existing Generation Resource’s new or multiple POIs.

	Overall Market Benefit
	Clarification of applicability of certain requirements to Generation Resources.

	Overall Market Impact
	None.

	Consumer Impact
	None.

	Credit Impacts
	To be determined.

	Procedural History
	· On 8/12/10, NPRR264 and a CEO Revision Request Review were posted.

· On 8/18/10, ERCOT comments were posted.

· On 8/19/10, PRS considered NPRR264.

· On 9/22/10, a second set of ERCOT comments were posted.

· On 9/23/10, PRS again considered NPRR264.

· On 9/29/10, a revised CEO Revision Request Review was posted.

· On 10/21/10, PRS again considered NPRR264.

· On 11/18/10, PRS again considered NPRR264.

· On 12/16/10, PRS again considered NPRR264.

· On 1/11/11, a third set of ERCOT comments were posted.

· On 1/20/11, PRS again considered NPRR264.

· On 2/3/11, Wind Coalition comments were posted.

· On 2/17/11, PRS again considered NPRR264.

· On 3/18/11, Luminant Energy comments were posted.

· On 3/24/11, PRS again considered NPRR264.

	PRS Decision 
	On 8/19/10, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR264 for one month.  The Independent Power Marketer (IPM) Market Segment was not present for the vote.

On 9/23/10, PRS voted to table NPRR264 and to request that the ERCOT CEO reevaluate whether NPRR264 is needed prior to the Texas Nodal Market Implementation Date.  There was one abstention from the Independent Generator Market Segment.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.
On 10/21/10, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR264 for one month.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

On 11/18/10, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR264 for one month.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

On 12/16/10, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR264 for one month.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.
On 1/20/11, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR264 for one month.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

On 2/17/11, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR264 for one month.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.
On 3/24/11, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR264 as amended by the 1/11/11 ERCOT comments and as revised by PRS.  There was one abstention from the Investor Owned Utility (IOU) Market Segment.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of PRS Discussion
	On 8/19/10, additional time was requested to consider NPRR264 and whether an exception is needed for TSPs with Special Protection System (SPS) obligations.  ERCOT Staff explained that the 8/18/10 ERCOT comments raise additional reliability concerns that were not considered during the MIGTF discussions that resulted in NPRR264.
On 9/23/10, interested participants and ERCOT Staff requested that PRS table NPRR264 to provide additional time to resolve remaining issues.
On 10/21/10, it was noted that WMS discussed NPRR264 at its 10/20/10 meeting but did not resolve all issues.  It was requested that NPRR264 be tabled to allow additional discussion at WMS regarding voltage ride-through requirements.
On 11/18/10, it was noted that Market Participants have been working with ERCOT Staff on a solution.  It was requested that NPRR264 be tabled pending ERCOT’s presentation of the results of the Competitive Renewable Energy Zone (CREZ) Reactive Study and to permit additional time for discussion.

On 12/16/10, it was requested that NPRR264 be tabled for an additional month while ERCOT Staff continues work on proposed revisions.
On 1/20/11, it was noted that a discussion of NPRR264 has been scheduled for 1/24/11 and that WMS would again consider NPRR264 at its February 2011 meeting.
On 2/17/11, it was noted that WMS tabled discussion of NPRR264 at its February 2011 meeting and would again consider NPRR264 at its March 2011 meeting.
On 3/24/11, it was noted that WMS discussed NPRR264 and that a motion to endorse NPRR264 as amended by the 2/3/11 Wind Coalition comments did not pass.  It was also noted that the Wind Coalition is no longer concerned with most of its previous objections.  PRS reviewed the 1/11/11 ERCOT comments and the 3/18/11 Luminant Energy comments and proposed replacing the term “Electrical Bus” with “substation” in the definition of POI.


	Quantitative Impacts and Benefits


	Assumptions
	1
	Based upon the ERCOT’s CREZ Transmission Optimization Study relied upon by the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) in the Final Order in Docket No. 33672, Commission Staff's Petition for Designation of Competitive Renewable Energy Zones, designating CREZs, it is anticipated a number of Wind-powered Generation Resources (WGRs) in West Texas will likely switch POIs or utilize multiple POIs as CREZ Transmission Plan infrastructure is constructed in the near term. 
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	Market Cost
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	None.
	None.
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	Market Benefit
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	Improved clarity regarding Nodal Protocol requirements applicability and compliance obligations.
	Avoided costs from unnecessary disputes arising from a lack of clarity in Nodal Protocol language.
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	Additional Qualitative Information
	1
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	Other Comments
	1
	Some Generation Resources in the ERCOT Region are currently utilizing more than one POI and require the regulatory certainty established by the clarification of Nodal Protocol requirements based upon SGIA execution dates.
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	Sponsor

	Name
	Mark Bruce on behalf of WMS

	E-mail Address
	mark.bruce@stratusenergy.com

	Company
	Stratus Energy Group

	Phone Number
	512-547-6431

	Cell Number
	512-810-1516

	Market Segment
	N/A


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Jonathan Levine

	E-Mail Address
	jlevine@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-6464


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	ERCOT 081810
	Explained reliability concerns related to WGRs changing injection points on the ERCOT Transmission Grid.

	ERCOT 092210
	Proposed revisions to clarify that the date of the SGIA for the POI will be used in determining the applicability of relevant Nodal Protocol requirements.

	ERCOT 011111
	Proposed revisions to clarify when the date of the SGIA for the POI will be used in determining the applicability of certain Nodal Protocol and Other Binding Document requirements.

	Wind Coalition 020311
	Proposed revisions that would require Generation Resources to go through the same process to re-interconnect as do new Generation Resources to interconnect for the first time and to demonstrate voltage support and Voltage Ride-Through (VRT) capability if necessary.

	Luminant Energy 031811
	Proposed revisions to clarify that a POI is the voltage level and Electrical Bus where a Generation Resource is connected to the ERCOT Transmission Grid.


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


1.6.5
Interconnection of New or Existing Generation 

Interconnection of new Generation Resources to the ERCOT Transmission Grid must be in accordance with the Protocols and Other Binding Documents.  For existing Generation Resources which connect to a new Point of Interconnection (POI) or which utilize more than one POI to the ERCOT Transmission Grid, any Protocol or Other Binding Document requirements applicable to Generation Resources which are based upon the execution date of the Standard Generation Interconnection Agreement (SGIA) shall be applied to the date of the first executed SGIA with the following exceptions:
(a)
For a new POI, existing Generation Resources shall comply with the requirements in Section 3.15, Voltage Support, and Nodal Operating Guide Section 2.9, Voltage Ride-Through Requirements for Generation Resources, based upon the execution date of the most recent SGIA.

(b)
For more than one POI, existing Generation Resources shall comply with the requirements in Section 3.15 and Nodal Operating Guide Section 2.9 based upon the execution date of the SGIA relative to the POI where the Generation Resource is electrically connected.
2.1
DEFINITIONS

Point of Interconnection (POI)

The voltage level and substation where a Generation Entity’s interconnection Facilities connect to the Transmission Facilities as reflected in the Standard Generation Interconnection Agreement (SGIA) between a Generation Entity and a Transmission Service Provider (TSP) or the voltage level and substation where Load interconnects to the TSP Facilities.
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