APPROVED
Minutes of the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Meeting

ERCOT Austin – 7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744

Thursday, February 3, 2011 – 9:30 a.m.
Attendance
Members:

	Ashley, Kristy
	Exelon Generation
	

	Bevill, Jennifer
	AEP Service Corporation
	Alt. Rep. for R. Ross

	Bivens, Danny
	OPUC
	

	Boyd, Phillip
	City of Lewisville
	

	Brandt, Adrianne
	Austin Energy
	

	Clemenhagen, Barbara
	Topaz Power
	

	Comstock, Read
	Direct Energy
	

	Gedrich, Brian
	NextEra Energy Resources
	

	Greer, Clayton
	Morgan Stanley
	

	Grubbs, David
	Garland Power and Light
	

	Hellinghausen, Bill
	EDF Trading
	

	Jones, Liz
	Oncor
	Alt. Rep. for B. Jones

	Lenox, Hugh
	Brazos Electric Power Coop.
	

	Ögelman, Kenan
	CPS Energy
	

	Pieniazek, Adrian
	NRG Texas
	

	Sims, John
	Nueces Electric Cooperative
	

	Soutter, Mark
	Invenergy Energy Management
	

	Stephenson, Randa
	Luminant Energy
	Alt. Rep. for B. Jones

	Trenary, Michelle
	Tenaska Power Services
	Alt. Rep. for K. Emery

	Walker, DeAnn
	CenterPoint Energy
	Alt. Rep. for J. Houston

	Wittmeyer, Bob
	Consumer – Residential 
	

	Zimmerman, Mark
	Chaparral Steel Midlothian
	


The following proxies were assigned:

· Chris Brewster to Phillip Boyd

· Marty Downey to Read Comstock

· William Lewis to Read Comstock

· Steve Madden to Read Comstock

· Henry Wood to Sandy Morris

Guests:

	Bruce, Mark
	Stratus Energy
	

	Burkhalter, Bob
	ABB
	

	Claiborn-Pinto, Shawnee
	PUCT
	

	Cochran, Seth
	DC Energy
	

	Coleman, Katie
	TIEC
	

	Crozier, Richard
	KPUB
	

	Donohoo, Ken
	Oncor
	

	Frederick, Jennifer
	Direct Energy
	

	Goff, Eric
	Reliant
	

	Grimes, Mike
	Horizon Wind Energy
	

	Helton, Bob
	IP/GDF Suez
	

	Jones, Randy
	Calpine
	

	Lee, Jim
	Direct Energy
	

	McKeever, Deborah
	Oncor
	

	Reid, Walter
	Wind Coalition
	

	Schwarz, Brad
	E.ON Climate and Renewables
	

	Scott, Kathy
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Seymour, Cesar
	GDF Suez Energy Marketing
	

	Siddiqi, Shams
	LCRA
	

	Stewart, Roger
	LCRA
	

	Wagner, Marguerite
	PSEG TX
	

	Williams, Blake
	CPS Energy
	

	Woitt, Wes
	CenterPoint Energy
	


ERCOT-ISO Staff:

	Albracht, Brittney
	
	

	Ashbaugh, Jackie
	
	

	Boren, Ann
	
	

	DiPastena, Philip
	
	

	Frosch, Colleen
	
	Via Teleconference

	Gonzalez, Ino
	
	Via Teleconference

	Hobbs, Kristi
	
	

	Rickerson, Woody
	
	Via Teleconference

	Teixeira, Jay
	
	

	Thurmer, Greg
	
	


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.

TAC Vice Chair Kenan Ögelman called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. 
Antitrust Admonition
Mr. Ögelman directed attention to the Antitrust Admonition, which was displayed.  A copy of the Antitrust Guidelines was available for review. 
ERCOT Board Update (see Key Documents)

Mr. Ögelman noted the election of Laura Doll and Michehl Gent as ERCOT Board Chair and Vice Chair, respectively, and reported the disposition of revision requests considered at the January 18, 2011 ERCOT Board meeting.  Mr. Ögelman also noted ERCOT Board discussion of price corrections for the December 15, 2010 Real-Time Settlement Interval and Board approval of the ERCOT Staff-recommended methodology; reminded Market Participants that Nodal Market go-live safeguards have expired; and commended the ERCOT Operating Reports to stakeholders’ review. 
Mr. Ögelman requested that discussion of the 2011 TAC goals would be deferred to the March 3, 2011 TAC meeting, as he and Brad Jones will be attending the ERCOT Board retreat and would like bring the ERCOT Board’s perspective to the discussion.  Mr. Ögelman invited all interested TAC members to attend the annual TAC leadership retreat when it is eventually scheduled.   
Approval of Draft TAC Meeting Minutes (see Key Documents)
January 6, 2011
John Sims moved to approve the January 6, 2011 TAC meeting minutes as posted.  Phillip Boyd seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Confirmation of 2011 Subcommittee Leadership (see Key Documents)

Mark Zimmerman moved to confirm the 2011 TAC subcommittee leadership:

Commercial Operations Subcommittee (COPS)
· Chair: Debbie McKeever, Oncor Electric Delivery
· Vice Chair: Ken Riordon, Lower Colorado River Authority
Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS)
· Chair: Sandy Morris, Lower Colorado River Authority
· Vice Chair: Alice Jackson, Occidental Chemical Corporation
Retail Market Subcommittee (RMS)
· Chair: Kyle Patrick, Reliant Energy Power Supply
· Vice Chair: Kathy Scott, CenterPoint Energy
Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS)
· Chair: Ken Donohoo, Oncor Electric Delivery
· Vice Chair: Blake Williams, CPS Energy
Wholesale Market Subcommittee (WMS)
· Chair: Eric Goff, Reliant Energy Retail Services
· Vice Chair: Jennifer Bevill, AEP Service Corporation
Nodal Advisory Task Force (NATF)
· Chair: Don Blackburn, Luminant Generation
· Vice Chair: James Jackson, CPS Energy
David Grubbs seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

PRS Report (see Key Documents)

Ms. Morris presented revision requests for TAC consideration.
Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 285, Generation Resource Base Point Deviation Charge Corrections

NPRR289, Clarify Use of Raise/Lower Block Status Telemetry

NPRR296, Remove Posting Requirement for the Annual Planning Model for the CRR Auction

NPRR297, Add Administrative NPRR Process to Nodal Protocols

NPRR305, Timeline for Calculating the Value of X – Urgent
Regarding NPRR296, Jay Teixeira clarified that the Annual Planning Model is no longer used for either the annual or two year Congestion Revenue Right (CRR) Auctions.  Regarding NPRR305, Ino Gonzalez noted that Market Participants will be notified of changes to the value of the fuel rate in Operations and Maintenance via the published extract provided eight days prior to the effective date of the change.
Bob Wittmeyer moved to recommend approval of NPRR289, NPRR296, NPRR297, and NPRR305 as recommended by PRS in the respective 1/20/11 PRS Reports, and to recommend approval of the Impact Assessment for NPRR285.  Adrian Pieniazek seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NPRR283, Clarification of PCRR Allocation Eligibility

It was noted that Pre-Assigned Congestion Revenue Rights (PCRRs) are allocated to Tex-La as the counterparty to the relevant long-term contractual commitment, but that if a portion of the associated Load opts into competition, it would reduce Tex-La’s PCRR eligibility accordingly.

Adrianne Brandt moved to recommend approval of NPRR283 as recommended by PRS in the 01/20/11 PRS Report.  Ms. J. Bevill seconded the motion.  The motion carried with one abstention from the Independent Generator Market Segment.

Ms. Morris reviewed the PRS 2010 Accomplishments.  Kristi Hobbs noted that preview information regarding the Nodal parking deck was included in the TAC materials packet; that the subcommittees have discussed prioritization of the impact assessments and will vote at the February 2011 meetings; that TAC will consider prioritization of the impact assessments at the March 3, 2011 meeting; and that Mr. Anderson invites stakeholder input and questions.
ROS Report (see Key Documents)
Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) 044, Clarification of a PSS In-Service 
Randa Stephenson moved to approve NOGRR044 as amended by the 2/1/11 Luminant comments and as revised by TAC.  Clayton Greer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NOGRR052, Conductor/Transformer Facility Rating
Ms. Hobbs recommended that NOGRR052 be tabled until the related NPRR is considered by TAC, as the NPRR will incorporate language being deleted from the Operating Guides.

Mr. Greer moved to table NOGRR052.  Ms. Morris seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NOGRR057, Daily Report Containing Loss of Generation Greater than 450 MW – Urgent  
Ms. Hobbs noted that that NOGRR057 poses a minor resource impact and will therefore be considered by the ERCOT Board.  Ms. Hobbs also noted correction to a Protocol Section reference.
Mr. Greer moved to recommend approval of NOGRR057 as revised by TAC.  Michelle Trenary seconded the motion.  Ms. Trenary asked when the report is to be posted.  Colleen Frosch noted that the language is silent, but the report is usually posted the following morning before noon.  Market Participants discussed whether language should be clarified for a specific timeline or left flexible; and that  items posted to the MIS Public Area are available both to users with a Digital Certificate and on the website.  Market Participants recommended language revisions.  The motion carried with one objection from the Consumer Market Segment.
Mr. Ögelman reminded Market Participants that the ERCOT Board requests an explanation of any abstention or objection.  Mark Zimmerman expressed concern that good faith language such as “as soon as practicable” is counter to the intent of a posting requirement, and requested that the report be made available prior to the closing of the Day-Ahead Market (DAM).  Market Participants offered to reconsider the item to further refine the language.  

Barbara Clemenhagen moved to reconsider NOGRR057.  Ms. Trenary seconded the motion.  The motion carried with one objection from the Consumer Market Segment.
Market Participants recommended revisions to language regarding the posting timeline.
Ms. Clemenhagen moved to recommend approval of NOGRR057 as revised by TAC.  Mr. Greer seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Planning Go-Live Recommendation
This item was taken up with consideration of System Change Request (SCR) 760, Recommended Changes Needed for Information Model Manager and Topology Processor for Planning Models – Urgent 
Revision Requests Tabled at TAC (see Key Documents)

SCR760
Ms. Hobbs noted that ERCOT usually waits until revision request language is finalized before impact assessments are generated, but offered that if a sense of TAC’s preference could be ascertained, ERCOT Staff would work to complete the assessments on the revised language, given the dollar amounts associated with SCR760.  Mr. Ögelman stated that TAC will want to review the impact assessments before they are sent to the ERCOT Board and suggested that the item be tabled for additional month to allow ROS time to develop a Planning Go Live option that all parties could support for a complete solution.  

Mr. Greer expressed concern that ERCOT and Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) had reached an impasse, and that action is needed soon to ensure that the model used for the two year CRR auction is comprehensive and correct.  Woody Rickerson opined that recent conversations have been productive and that while details remain to be refined, it would be beneficial to continue discussions.  Mr. Rickerson asked TAC to consider whether it would prefer to pursue SCR760 as a single item or to address issues separately.

Mr. Donohoo reviewed SCR760 and Nodal Planning Go-Live history; noted that Nodal Planning is an entirely new method to build future Planning cases from Operations data; and reminded Market Participants that the goal is complete coordination of the Operations and Planning databases.  Market Participants discussed Power System Simulation for Engineering (PSS/E) versioning and the use of Standard Planning Model Change Requests (PMCRs); Mr. Rickerson clarified that there has always been consensus between ERCOT and TSPs to move to the next version of PSS/E, but that at issue is how pieces of equipment are entered into the Model on Demand (MOD), either through entry by the TSPs, or by modifying the schema to carry the new data into the MOD.  Mr. Ögelman requested that further discussion be continued at ROS.
Mr. Wittmeyer moved to table SCR760 and to direct ERCOT Staff to complete an impact assessment based on the 1/24/11 ROS comments and to remand Planning Go-Live to ROS to review recent alternatives and return with a mutually supported solution.  Danny Bivens seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Ögelman thanked Market Participants and ERCOT Staff for their continued effort in reaching a solution, and opined that a Planning Go Live solution is needed before it can be determined if SCR760 might go forward as a single item, or be broken into several efforts.  Mr. Donohoo commented that more documentation, such as a Planning expectations white paper and software map, would aide ROS in its deliberations.  Several Market Participants expressed support for the full implementation of SCR760.  Mr. Greer requested that ERCOT clarify at either TAC or ROS the relationship between the Planning model and the extended CRR auctions.  Mr. Teixeira noted that the CRR auction will always use the Topology Processor model.

COPS Report (see Key Documents)

Ms. Trenary reviewed recent COPS activities and Nodal Settlement observations.
Request for Withdrawal: COPMGRR023, Creating Section 6, Commercial System Model and Subsection 8.3 Settlement Detail – Urgent 
Ms. Trenary reported COPS’ recent creation of the Commercial Operations Handbook; noted that COPMGRR023 is no longer needed, as the Commercial Operations Handbook will incorporate COPMGRR023 language; and requested that COPMGRR023 be withdrawn.  Mr. Ögelman added that the Nodal Settlement observations are helpful and appreciated.
Ms. Morris moved to approve withdrawal of COPMGRR023.  DeAnn Walker seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

ERCOT Operations, Planning, and IT Report

Mr. Ögelman noted that ERCOT Operations Staff was understandably occupied and not present at the meeting.  Ms. Hobbs invited Market Participants to provide her with any questions for follow-up.  Kenneth Ragsdale addressed dead bus pricing and CRR performance issues, noting that there was a database load late on January 31, 2011, effective February 1, 2011, that put in the model more electrical buses and addressed the dead bus issue in the model used in Real-Time, specifically that 609 “Electrical Buses” were added.
Market Participants discussed that Steve Reedy stated at a recent NATF meeting that there is no reason for the March CRR auction to not clear along the timeline; Marguerite Wagner noted that ERCOT is exploring hardware and software upgrades to assist the solution process.  Mr. Ögelman recommended that the discussion be moved to WMS, as ERCOT Staff was not available.
2011 TAC Goals 

This item was deferred to the March 3, 2011 TAC meeting.
RMS Report (see Key Documents)

Mr. Patrick provided the RMS update.  Ms. Clemenhagen asked if any customers would be moved to Providers of Last Resort (POLRs).  Mr. Patrick noted that it would be at least a week before customer moves resulting from the February 2, 2011 event would be known.
NATF Report
Don Blackburn opened discussion as to whether NATF should be disbanded, or if the charter should be amended to remove the requirement that NATF meet at least once each month.  Mr. Blackburn offered that a majority of issues now go directly to WMS; and that task force members do not find any criteria that issues should go first to NATF, unless the matter is urgent.  Market Participants discussed that consideration should be given to disbanding NATF in consideration of stakeholder and ERCOT Staff time, and the ERCOT Board request to streamline activities; that issues should naturally return to the normal governance structure; and that it might be premature to disband the group before Nodal stabilization is complete, but that the subcommittees could host emergency meetings if necessary.
Mr. Blackburn opined that some forum, not necessarily NATF, should be maintained for stakeholders to understand issues that do not have a natural home.  Mr. Ögelman noted that consideration of disbanding NATF was not noticed for a vote, but would be added to the agenda for the March 3, 2011 TAC meeting.
WMS Report (see Key Documents)
Mr. Goff provided the WMS update.
Market Information System (MIS) User Group Report (see Key Documents)
Jackie Ashbaugh reviewed the scope of the MIS user group, and recent and future discussion points.  Ms. Ashbaugh noted that during prioritization of the identified tasks, discussion will be given to any required system changes and revision requests; that resultant changes will go through the customary process to become a project and be prioritized.  Ms. Ashbaugh added that dashboards will be discussed at the February 22, 2011 meeting and requested that Market Participants submit questions regarding other reports and extracts.  
Other Business
Mr. Ögelman reminded Market Participants that items for TAC consideration at the March 3, 2011 meeting will include the disposition of NATF, Nodal Planning Go-Live, and SCR760.
Market Participants discussed how TAC might best approach review of the February 2, 2011 event; whether ROS and WMS should review the event first and present debrief lists to TAC; whether a joint ROS/TAC meeting might be useful; that the ERCOT Board will take the item up immediately, before TAC has reconvened; and that an Special TAC meeting might be an efficient forum for ERCOT to share early data with stakeholders, and that TAC would then be able to give specific direction to subcommittees.  
Adjournment
Mr. Ögelman adjourned the February 3, 2011 meeting at 12:45 p.m.
� Key Documents referenced in these minutes may be accessed on the ERCOT website at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2011/02/20110203-TAC" �http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2011/02/20110203-TAC�  
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