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MINUTES OF THE ERCOT

Nodal advisory task force (NATF) MEETING

ERCOT Taylor Office

800 Airport Drive / Taylo3r, TX 76574
December 9, 2010
Meeting Attendance: 


Segment Representatives in Attendance:

	Name
	affiliation
	Market Segment

	Blackburn, Don
	Luminant
	Investor Owned Utility (IOU)

	Jackson, James
	CPS Energy
	Municipal

	Kroskey, Tony
	Brazos
	Cooperative (Alt.) (Via Teleconference)

	McEvoy, Kevin
	Exelon Generation
	IPM (Alt.) (Via Teleconference)

	McMurray, Mark
	Direct Energy
	Independent Retail Electric Provider 

(IREP) (Alt.) (Via Teleconference)

	Ögelman, Kenan
	CPS Energy
	Municipal (Alt.)

	Reynolds, Jim
	StarTex Power 
	IREP 

	Richard, Naomi
	LCRA
	Cooperative 

	Schwarz, Brad
	E.ON Climate and Renewables
	Independent Generator

	Seymour, Cesar
	Suez
	Independent Generator (Alt.)

	Torrent, Gary
	OPUC
	Consumer – Residential (alt.)
(Via Teleconference)


Non-voting Attendees:

	Name
	Affiliation
	

	Allen, Thresa
	Iberdrola
	Via Teleconference

	Anderson, Clinton
	Sungard
	Via Teleconference

	Bailey, Dan
	Garland Power and Light
	Via Teleconference

	Barrow, Les
	CPS Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Basaran, Harika
	Austin Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Bevill, Jennifer
	AEP
	

	Black, Julie
	PUCT
	Via Teleconference

	Brandt, Adrianne
	Austin Energy
	

	Briscoe, Judy
	BP Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Brown, Jack
	Garland Power and Light
	Via Teleconference

	Brown, Jeff
	Shell
	Via Teleconference

	Cannon, Maribeth
	Edison Mission
	Via Teleconference

	Carpenter, Jeremy
	Tenaska
	Via Teleconference

	Cochran, Seth
	Sempra
	Via Teleconference

	Davison, Brian
	PUCT
	Via Teleconference

	Detelich, David
	CPS Energy
	Via Teleconference

	English, Rock
	Luminant
	Via Teleconference

	Fahey, Matt
	IPR
	Via Teleconference

	Grasso, Tony
	PUCT
	Via Teleconference

	Grimes, Mike
	Horizon Wind
	Via Teleconference

	Hess, Stephen
	Edison Mission
	Via Teleconference

	Hellinghausen, Bill
	EDF Trading
	

	Huynh, Thuy
	Potomac Economics
	Via Teleconference

	Jackson, Tom
	Austin Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Jones, Dan
	Potomac Economics
	Via Teleconference

	Jones, Randy
	Calpine Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Kajganich, Steve
	Energy Services Group
	Via Teleconference

	Kennedy, Tim
	Direct Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Krishnaswamy, Vikram
	Constellation
	Via Teleconference

	Kroskey, Tony
	Brazos Electric
	Via Teleconference

	Li, Young
	Potomac Economics
	Via Teleconference

	Looney, Sherry
	Luminant
	

	Martin, Loretto
	LCRA
	Via Teleconference

	McDonald, Mike
	Edison Mission
	Via Teleconference

	McEvory, Kevin
	Exelon Energy
	Via Teleconference

	McMurray, Mark
	Direct Energy
	Via Teleconference

	McNamara, Grace
	LDH Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Miller, Patrick
	
	Via Teleconference

	Moast, Pat
	Texas Reliability Entity
	Via Teleconference

	Munoz, Manuel
	CenterPoint Energy Services
	Via Teleconference

	Niemeyer, Sydney
	NRG Texas
	Via Teleconference

	Oliver, Todd
	Brazos Electric
	Via Teleconference

	Optim Energy
	Optim Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Pieniazek, Adrian
	NRG Texas
	

	Priestley, Vanus
	AES New Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Reid, Walter
	Wind Coalition
	

	Richard, Naomi
	LCRA
	Via Teleconference

	Roach, Temujin
	PUCT
	Via Teleconference

	Sandidge, Clint
	Noble Solutions
	Via Teleconference

	Satkowski, Ned
	PSEG Texas
	Via Teleconference

	Simpson, Lori
	Constellation
	Via Teleconference

	Standsfield, Hugo
	CPS Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Stappers, Hugo
	Softsmiths
	Via Teleconference

	Stephenson, Randa
	Luminant
	

	Steward, Wendy
	EDF Trading
	Via Teleconference

	Thompson, Bobby
	Luminant
	Via Teleconference

	Trefny, Floyd
	
	

	Troell, Mike
	STEC
	Via Teleconference

	Trout, Seth
	Customized Energy Solutions
	Via Teleconference

	Varness, John
	Tenaska
	Via Teleconference

	Walbers, K
	CPS Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Zhang, Bryan
	Potomac Economics
	Via Teleconference


ERCOT Staff:

	Name
	

	Adams, John
	

	Ashbaugh, Jackie
	

	Bauld, Amanda
	

	Dumas, John
	

	Evan, Jeff
	Via Teleconference

	Geer, Ed
	Via Teleconference

	Gilbertson, Jeff
	Via Teleconference

	Gonzalez, Ino
	

	Kasparian, Ken
	Via Teleconference

	Landry, Kelly
	

	Maggio, Dave
	

	Mereness, Matt
	

	Middleton, Scott
	

	Prasanna, Ashwin
	Via Teleconference

	Ragsdale, Ken
	Via Teleconference

	Shaw, Pam
	Via Teleconference

	Surendran, Resmi
	

	Tozer, Matthew
	Via Teleconference

	Tucker, Carrie
	

	Wise, Joan
	Via Teleconference


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.

Don Blackburn called the meeting to order at 9:31 a.m.  

Antitrust Admonition

Mr. Blackburn read the Antitrust Admonition, which was displayed.  He asked those who had not yet reviewed the Antitrust Guidelines to do so.  Copies of the Antitrust Guidelines were available.
Consider Approval of the Meeting Minutes

James Jackson moved to approve the 09/17/2010, 09/22/2010, and 09/30/2010 NATF meeting minutes as presented.  Mr. Blackburn seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Communication of Alerts  
Mr. Blackburn observed that Nodal Systems are producing an unexpectedly large number of duplicative alerts.  Market Participants noted that they receive an alert for each Resource they own, but that a single alert would be sufficient.  Market Participants stated that the details of some alerts are insufficient for Market Participants to decipher the reason for the alert.  Bill Hellinghausen recommended that a method for separating the alerts into categories be developed so that Market Participants can evaluate and compare the importance of each alert.  Scott Middleton stated that a subscriptions service for alerts would provide this functionality, but that it is not currently available.  Ken Ragsdale noted this item on the Qualified Schedule Entity (QSE) Issues List for further discussion by NATF.            
Reports and Extracts- Frequency of Inquiries
Mr. Middleton observed that some Market Participants are downloading ERCOT generated reports in excessive amounts.  He observed an example where one Market Participant had downloaded a daily generated report 150 times in a single day.  Mr. Blackburn stated that some reports are generated more than once per day and therefore may need to be downloaded more than once per day.  Mr. Ragsdale stated that ERCOT is expecting a reasonable number of inquiries and that if ERCOT observes a Market Participant downloading reports in excess then the Market Participant will be contacted to resolve the issue.  Mr. Ragsdale noted this item on the QSE Issues List as being referred to the Market Information System (MIS) Users Group for review.

Wind deployment Expectations and Curtailment Flag

Market Participants discussed the concern that some QSEs for Wing-powered Generation Resources (WGRs) are unaware in some cases of precisely when their Generation Resources are being curtailed.  Walter Reid noted that Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 285, Generation Resource Base Point Deviation Charge Corrections, requires that a flag be sent by ERCOT to the QSE for each Resource when Security Constrained Economic Dispatch (SCED) has dispatched a Generation Resource below its High Dispatch Limit (HDL) and that this flag would be used by the Settlement system to determine when Generation Resource Base Point deviation charges will apply.  Mr. Ragsdale stated that NPRR285 was approved by the ERCOT Board with a status of critical.  Mr. Reid noted that while NPRR285 has been approved, he is not aware of when it would be implemented by ERCOT and suggested that NATF address its importance.  

James Jackson moved to waive notice for all votes conducted at the 12/09/2010 NATF.  Bradley Schwarz seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.          
Mr. Schwarz moved that NATF recommend to the Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS) to keep critical priority status for NPRR285, Generation Resource Base Point Deviation Charge Corrections, as it relates to the curtailment flag for WGRs and the operational issues already observed from the lack thereof.  Mr. Jackson seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Ragsdale noted on the QSE Issues List that the issue of a curtailment flag for WGRs was referred to the Wholesale Market Subcommittee (WMS) for review.         
Trade Notification Filter
Regarding the submission of Energy Trades to ERCOT, Carrie Tucker stated if a QSE structures the Extensible Markup Language (XML) in such a way as to submit each interval separately, an unconfirmed trade notification will be sent for each interval of the trade to the Counter-Party.  She noted that when the trade is confirmed a trade confirmation notification will also be sent for each interval of the trade to the Counter-Party.  She noted that on 12/10/2010 ERCOT will begin filtering duplicate Energy Trade notifications distributed at the same time.  Mrs. Tucker stated that this action will only be taken with regard to Energy Trades and not Capacity Trades because a larger volume of the duplicative notifications are Energy Trades.  She stated that ERCOT will reduce the submission window for Trades from 14 days to eight to further improve the DAM processing, and that ERCOT will distribute a Market Notice announcing when the new time line will be introduced.     
Report Requirement with “No Data is Available”

Mr. Blackburn observed that a report is generated by ERCOT that identifies Generation Resources that were committed during the Reliability Unit Commitment (RUC) process.  He stated that when RUC does not commit any Resources no report is generated and that in such an event Market Participants lack a signal that the report has been completed.  Market Participants discussed the need for a report indicating that no Resources were committed.  Mr. Ragsdale noted this item on the QSE Issues List as being referred to the MIS Users Group for review.         

Capacity Reserves When Energy is Needed

Market Participants observed that they would like to better understand ERCOT’s process for obtaining energy from Off-Line Non-Spinning Reserve Service (Non-spin) Resources and to discuss settlement implications.  Mr. Ragsdale noted this item on the QSE Issues List as being referred to WMS for review.         
Ancillary Services Deliverability

Resmi Surendran reviewed ERCOT’s interpretation of the definition Ancillary Service deliverability.  
Market Participants discussed the procedure ERCOT will follow for replacing undeliverable Ancillary Services, the circumstances for when a Supplementary Ancillary Services Market (SASM) will be opened, and to whom charges will be applied for the cost of the SASM.  Mr. Ragsdale noted this item on the QSE Issues List as being referred to WMS for review.               
Slow Responder Server Queue

Mr. Ragsdale noted this item on the QSE Issues List for further discussion by NATF.            
Updates to ERCOT Business Practices

Bob Spangler noted that the following Business Practice Documents have been updated:  

· Business Practice, Current Operating Plan Practices by Qualifies Scheduling Entity (QSE)
· Business Practice, ERCOT and QSE Operations Practices During the Operating Hour

· Business Practice, Ancillary Service Market Transactions In the Day-Ahead Market (DAM) and Real-Time Adjustment Period

Mr. Spangler noted that these documents are available for review at http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/bpm/, and requested that Market Participant comments to these documents be circulated to the NATF distribution list at NATF@lists.ercot.com.    

Hourly RUC (HRUC)/Daily RUC (DRUC) Allocation Methodology
Ms. Bauld noted that the focus of discussion was on the application of Capacity credits and how they impact costs.  Clayton Greer expressed concerns regarding improper market incentives regarding DRUC.  Ms. Bauld reviewed an example HRUC commitment where the QSE was Capacity short and reviewed the associated charges.  Mr. Ragsdale noted this item as closed on the QSE Issues List.              
Ancillary Services Insufficiency Report at 14:30

Mr. Jackson stated that ERCOT recently delayed DRUC past the regular scheduled time of 2:30 p.m., but published the Ancillary Services Capacity Insufficiency Report at the regular time.  Mr. Jackson observed that the report indicated all Market Participants on the report as Capacity short and indicated their respective Ancillary Service assignments.  He noted that the production of this report improperly made public information that was should not have been made public and inquired as to ERCOT’s corrective measures.  Ms. Surendran noted that the production of the report was an error and was due to deviation from proper procedure.  She stated that the procedure has been reviewed with ERCOT operators and that the error has been resolved.   Mr. Ragsdale noted this item as closed on the QSE Issues List.                     
Adjournment
Mr. Blackburn adjourned the meeting at 4:00 p.m.
� Some attendees may not have been present for the entire meeting.  
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