Nodal Protocol Revision Request


	NPRR Number
	
	NPRR Title
	Modify RUC Startup Costs

	Date Posted
	

	
	

	Nodal Protocol Section(s) Requiring Revision 

(Include Section No. and Title)
	5.7.1.1 RUC Guarantee

	Requested Resolution (Normal or Urgent, and justification for Urgent status)
	

	Revision Description
	Creates a RUC Guarantee unit-specific clawback for Generation for Startup and Shutdown for units that are eligible for Startup for RUC Instructions.   The clawback is based on their actual revenue. 

Concurrently, changes are proposed to the verifiable cost manual to remove the “generic” proxy heat rate clawback that applies to all Resources regardless of their actual revenue.

	Reason for Revision
	This revision will make the startup clawback more accurate for Resources by basing it on the Resource’s actual costs.

	Overall Market Benefit
	

	Overall Market Impact
	

	Consumer Impact
	

	Credit Implications 

(Yes or No, and summary of impact)
	


	Quantitative Impacts and Benefits


Instructions:  To allow for comprehensive NPRR consideration and development of the Cost Benefit Analysis (CBA), please fill out each block below completely and provide as much detailed information as possible.  Wherever possible, please include reasons, explanations, and cost/benefit analyses pertaining to the NPRR.

	Assumptions
	1
	e.g.: Key assumptions used in estimating market cost and/or benefit

	
	2
	Dependencies on other projects or other timing requirements

	
	3
	

	
	4
	

	Market Cost
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	e.g.: Cost per MP to implement
	e.g.: $10,000 each for 50 QSEs

	
	2
	Add’l staff required per MP
	1.5 FTE each for 6 TDSPs @ $65/hour

	
	3
	
	

	
	4
	
	

	Market Benefit
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	e.g.: Reduced MP costs
	e.g.: 2 FTE reduction for 25 CRs @ $65/hour

	
	2
	Enhanced MP efficiency
	2 hour savings per day for 50 generators @$65

	
	3
	Reduced congestion cost
	 0.5% reduction in total congestion cost

	
	4
	
	

	Additional Qualitative Information
	1
	e.g.: Benefits that are difficult to quantify

	
	2
	Benefits that are not certain but relatively likely

	
	3
	Customer service impacts, cash flow impacts, transaction speed, etc.

	
	4
	

	Other Comments
	1
	e.g.: Thoughts on ERCOT systems impacts

	
	2
	Potential manual workarounds or delivery options

	
	3
	Other comments of value to PRS, TAC and the Board of Directors

	
	4
	


	Sponsor

	Name
	Heddie Lookadoo for VCWG

	E-mail Address
	Heddie.lookadoo@nrgenergy.com

	Company
	

	Phone Number
	713-537-2040

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	

	
	


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	

	E-Mail Address
	

	Phone Number
	


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


5.7.1.1
RUC Guarantee

(1)
The allowable Startup Costs and minimum-energy costs of a Resource committed by RUC is the RUC Guarantee.  The RUC Guarantee minimum-energy costs are prorated according to the actual generation when the Resource’s average output during a 15-minute Settlement Interval is below the corresponding LSL.
(2)
If the Generation Resource produces energy prior to or following the time period specified by the RUC Dispatch Instruction and is meets the criteria for Startup in section 5.6.2 for the RUC instruction(s), there shall be a clawback charge against the RUC Guarantee for energy produced to startup and shutdown.  This charge shall apply to the intervals preceding the first RUC committed hour where the Resource shows a status of ONTEST in its COP and the Intervals following the last RUC committed hour where the unit shows a status of ONTEST in its COP.
(3)
The SUPR, MEPR and LSL used to calculate the RUC Guarantee for a Combined Cycle Train are the SUPR, MEPR and LSL that correspond to the Combined Cycle Generation Resource, within the Combined Cycle Train, that is RUC-committed for the hour.

(4)
The RUC Guarantee is calculated for non-Combined Cycle Trains as follows: 
RUCGq,r,d
=
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 (RTMGq,r,i * RTSPPp,i * COPFLAGq,r,i) 
(5)
The RUC Guarantee is calculated for Combined Cycle Trains as follows:

RUCGq,r,d
=
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 (RTMGq,r,i * RTSPPp,i * COPFLAGq,r,i)
(a)
If a Combined Cycle Train transitions to a RUC-committed configuration from a QSE-committed or other RUC-committed configuration, the transition is calculated as follows:

MAX (0, SUPRafterCCGR – SUPRbeforeCCGR)
(b)
If a Combined Cycle Train transitions to a QSE-committed configuration from a RUC-committed configuration, the transition is calculated as follows:

MAX (0, SUPRbeforeCCGR – SUPRafterCCGR)
(6)
If a validated Three-Part Supply Offer has been submitted for a Resource for the RUC, then the RUC Guarantee for that Resource is based on the Startup Offer and Minimum-Energy Offer in that validated Three-Part Supply Offer.  If a validated Three-Part Supply Offer has not been submitted for a Resource for the RUC and ERCOT has not yet approved verifiable unit-specific costs for the Resource, then the RUC Guarantee for a Resource is based on the Resource Category Startup Generic Cap and the Resource Category Minimum-Energy Generic Cap.  If a validated Three-Part Supply Offer has not been submitted for a Resource for the RUC and ERCOT has approved verifiable unit-specific costs for the Resource, then the RUC Guarantee for a Resource is based on the most recent ERCOT-approved verifiable unit-specific costs for that Resource.

(a)
If the QSE submitted a validated Three-Part Supply Offer, 

Then, 

SUPRq,r,s
=
SUOq,r,s



MEPRq,r,i
=
MEOq,r,i

Otherwise, 
SUPRq,r,s 
= 
SUCAPq,r,s



MEPRq,r,i 
= 
MECAPq,r,i
(b)
If ERCOT has approved verifiable Startup Costs and minimum-energy costs for the Resource,

Then, 

SUCAP q, r, s
=
verifiable Startup Costs q, r, s



MECAPq,r,i
=
verifiable minimum-energy costs q, r, i

Otherwise, 
SUCAP q, r, s 
= 
RCGSC s



MECAP q, r, i
= 
RCGMEC i
The above variables are defined as follows:
	Variable
	Unit
	Definition

	RUCGq,r,d
	$
	RUC Guarantee—The sum of eligible Startup Costs and minimum-energy costs for Resource r during all RUC-Committed Hours, for the Operating Day.  When one or more Combined Cycle Generation Resources are committed by RUC, guaranteed costs are calculated for the Combined Cycle Train for all RUC-committed Combined Cycle Generation Resources.

	SUPRq,r,s
	$/Start
	Startup Price per start—The settlement price for Resource r for the start s.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	SUOq,r,s
	$/Start
	Startup Offer per start—Represents an offer for all costs incurred by Generation Resource r in starting up and reaching the Resource’s LSL, minus the average energy produced during the time period between breaker close and LSL multiplied by the heat rate proxy multiplied by the appropriate Fuel Index Price (FIP) or Fuel Oil Price (FOP), as described in the Verifiable Cost Manual.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	SUCAPq,r,s
	$/Start
	Startup Cap—The amount used for Resource r as Startup Costs if the QSE did not submit a validated Three-Part Supply Offer.  The cap is the RCGSC unless ERCOT has approved verifiable unit-specific Startup Costs for that Resource, in which case the startup cap is the verifiable unit-specific Startup Cost.  See Section 5.6.1, Verifiable Costs, for more information on verifiable costs.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	RCGSCs
	$/Start
	Resource Category Generic Startup Cost—The Resource Category Generic Startup Cost cap for the category of the Resource, according to Section 4.4.9.2.3, Startup Offer and Minimum-Energy Offer Generic Caps, for the Operating Day.

	RUCSUFLAGq,r,s
	none
	RUC Startup Flag—The flag that indicates whether or not the start s for Resource r is eligible for RUC Make-Whole Payment.  Its value is one if eligible; otherwise, zero.  See Section 5.6.2, RUC Startup Cost Eligibility, and Section 5.6.3, Forced Outage of RUC-Committed Resource, for more information on startup eligibility.  For a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r must be one of the registered Combined Cycle Generation Resources within the Combined Cycle Train.  When one or more Combined Cycle Generation Resources are committed by RUC, the RUC Startup Flag is calculated for the Combined Cycle Train for all RUC-committed Combined Cycle Generation Resources.

	MEPRq,r,i
	$/MWh
	Minimum-Energy Price—The settlement price for Resource r for minimum energy for the Settlement Interval i.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	MEOq,r,i
	$/MWh
	Minimum-Energy Offer—Represents an offer for the costs incurred by Resource r in producing energy at the Resource’s LSL for the Settlement Interval i.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	MECAPq,r,i
	$/MWh
	Minimum-Energy Cap—The amount used for Resource r for minimum-energy costs if the QSE did not submit a validated Three-Part Supply Offer.  The cap is the RCGMEC unless ERCOT has approved verifiable unit-specific minimum energy costs for that Resource, in which case the Minimum-Energy Cap is the verifiable unit-specific minimum energy cost.  See Section 5.6.1 for more information on verifiable costs.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.

	RCGMECi
	$/MWh
	Resource Category Generic Minimum-Energy Cost—The Resource Category Generic Minimum Energy Cost cap for the category of the Resource, according to Section 4.4.9.2.3, for the Operating Day.

	RTMGq,r,i
	MWh
	Real-Time Metered Generation—The Resource r’s metered generation for the Settlement Interval i.  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is the Combined Cycle Train.

	COPFLAGq,r,i
	Number
	COP Status Flag – Set to 1 in an interval if the Resource qualifies for a clawback described in Section 7.7.1.1(2) and set to zero in an interval if the Resource does not qualify for a clawback.

	RTSPPp,i
	$/MWh
	Real-Time Settlement Point Price—The Real-Time Settlement Point Price at the Resource Node for the Settlement Interval i.

	LSLq,r,i
	MW
	Low Sustained Limit—The LSL of Generation Resource r represented by QSE q for the hour that includes the Settlement Interval i, as submitted in the Current Operating Plan (COP).  Where for a Combined Cycle Train, the Resource r is a Combined Cycle Generation Resource within the Combined Cycle Train.  

	Q
	none
	A QSE.

	R
	none
	A RUC-committed Generation Resource.

	D
	none
	An Operating Day containing the RUC-commitment.

	p
	none
	A Resource Node Settlement Point.

	I
	none
	A 15-minute Settlement Interval within the hour that includes a RUC-commitment.

	S
	none
	A start that is eligible to have its costs included in the RUC Guarantee.

	T
	none
	A transition that is eligible to have its costs included in the RUC Guarantee.

	afterCCGR
	none
	The Combined Cycle Generation Resource to which a Combined Cycle Train transitions.

	beforeCCGR
	none
	The Combined Cycle Generation Resource from which a Combined Cycle Train transitions.
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