PWG WebEx Notes – DRAFT
Wednesday, February 23, 2011
Participants
Lloyd Young, AEP

Richard R. Beasley, CenterPoint Energy

Bill Boswell, ERCOT

Adrian Marquez, ERCOT

Scott Coughran, TNMP

Rachel Patterson, Gexa

Jim Lee, Direct Energy

Calvin Opheim, ERCOT
Sonja Mingo, ERCOT

Ernie Podraza, Direct Energy 

Darryl Nelson, Oncor
Don Tucker, ERCOT

Ed Echols, Oncor

Doug Kinney, Constellation Energy
Steve Madden, StarTex

Randy Roberts, ERCOT

Karen Steinbach
John Orr

Agenda Item 1:  Antitrust Admonition
Ernie Podraza opened the meeting and read the ERCOT antitrust admonition and the disclaimer about submitted materials.  
Agenda Item 2:  COPS Meeting

Ernie said LPGRR042 and 044 were approved by COPS. 
Agenda Item 3:  Approval of January 26 PWG Meeting Notes
The notes from the January’s PWG WebEx were approved. 
Agenda Item 4:  Discuss LPGRR043 – Synchronization with NPRR291
Sonja Mingo reviewed LPGRR043, titled ‘Synchronization with NPRR291, Reduce the Comment Period for NPRRs and SCRs.’  The Impact Analysis will be reviewed at next month’s PWG meeting, along with any comments that are filed. 
Agenda Item 5:  Discussion of Adjustments to Profiles for Rolling Blackouts
Ernie opened the discussion about potentially adjusting load profiles for the rolling outages on Feb. 2.  Ernie summarized related discussions that had taken place in the past due to hurricanes Rita and Ike.

Ernie said that for Hurricane Rita some MPs had hedged well, and the thought was that they shouldn’t effectively end up being penalized by adjustment to the load profiles.  The load profiles were not adjusted for Hurricane Rita.  

The load profiles were adjusted for the Coast weather zone, due to Hurricane Ike.  The timeline was fairly well known, there were estimates of outages, and the event affected a relatively long period.

Steve Madden said that the rolling outages was a much smaller event than Ike, and that making changes to the load profiles would create chaos for their billing systems, and confusion for customers.  Jim Lee echoed the comments made by Steve Madden.

Ed Echols suggested comparing the magnitude of the energy related to the rolling outages to that of hurricane events, such as Ike.  Calvin Opheim mentioned that while the energy related to the rolling outages is much lower compared to Ike, the $3000/MWh prices could significantly hurt some REPs.  Calvin said he was not advocating a position; he was simply repeating a concern that a REP had brought up with him.     

Calvin and Ernie discussed how the rolling outages might affect UFE.  They concluded it wouldn’t be known how UFE was actually affected until final settlement.  

Ernie asked who would generate the estimates of the load that was shed.  Steve said he has seen that his customers with advanced meters were using more energy at peak times (during the event) compared to what the load profiles indicated. Ed said that since we know the actual interval usage of those customers with advanced meters, how would we isolate those NIDR customers who had outages?  Ed said this would take a lot of resources to address.

Ernie asked what kind of analysis ERCOT might be able to do, such as looking at GWh related to Rita, Ike, and the rolling outages.  Calvin said that TDSPs would have a better idea of how much load was actually shed.  

Ed proposed figuring out just how big of a problem we are looking at.  He suggested maybe taking a top-down approach by taking out the known interval data and looking at what’s left.  
There was a suggestion that making adjustments to the load profiles would effectively allocate more UFE to IDRs.

Calvin briefly reviewed the chronology on slide 14 of the Feb. 2 EEA event document, which was presented at the special BoD meeting on Feb. 14. (http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2011/02/20110214-BOD)

Don Tucker said that making adjustments to the load profiles looks problematic, at best.  Ernie suggested that adjusting the load profiles could actually make things worse.  In discussing where the group was on consensus, Ernie asked if there were any MPs on the call who were in favor of adjusting the load profiles.  No one spoke up.  
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ERCOT to forward to Ernie a list of bullets for items discussed at this meeting regarding possible adjustments to the load profiles


 Ernie to combine ERCOT’s bullets with his own and forward them to COPS
Next PWG Meeting
The next PWG meeting is scheduled as a WebEx for Wednesday, March 23, 2011.  Ernie will send out a meeting notice when details are known.  Ernie also mentioned that depending on how much is going on, there may be months where the PWG does not have a meeting. 
As always, if someone would like to submit an item to be put on the PWG agenda, it is preferable that topics be submitted to Ernie (Ernest.Podraza@directenergy.com) at least two weeks prior to the meeting.
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