MEMO
PRS Memo to 02/03/11 TAC


Date: 
January 27, 2011
To:
TAC Representatives

From:
Sandy Morris, Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS) Chair 
Re:
Consideration of Nodal Protocol Revision Requests (NPRRs)
The PRS met and discussed several revision requests and presents the following NPRRs to the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) for consideration this month.
Unless indicated otherwise, all Market Segments were present for the vote.  In addition, unless stated otherwise, the ERCOT Credit Staff and the Credit Work Group (Credit WG) have reviewed the revision requests and do not believe they require changes to credit monitoring activity or the calculation of liability.

NPRRs Recommended for Approval
· NPRR283, Clarification of PCRR Allocation Eligibility [Tex-La].
Proposed Effective Date:  April 1, 2011.
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no additional full-time equivalents needed; no system changes required; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impact to grid operations.
Revision Description:  This NPRR extends Pre-Assigned Congestion Revenue Right (PCRR) eligibility for certain wholesale supply over the high voltage Direct Current Ties (DC Ties).  
Procedural History:  NPRR283 was posted on 9/30/10.  On 10/21/10, PRS unanimously voted to refer NPRR283 to the Wholesale Market Subcommittee (WMS) to discuss (1) whether the DC Tie import in question is a Generation Resource for purposes of PCRR allocation; and (2) the expected duration of pre-1999 contracts and PCRR implications.  On 12/16/10, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR283 as amended by the 12/15/10 WMS comments.  There were three abstentions from the Consumer, Independent Power Marketer (IPM), and Investor Owned Utility (IOU) Market Segments.   On 1/20/11, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 12/16/10 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR283 to TAC.  
· NPRR289, Clarify Use of Raise/Lower Block Status Telemetry [ERCOT].
Proposed Effective Date:  April 1, 2011.
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no additional full-time equivalents needed; no system changes required; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impact to grid operations.
Revision Description:  This NPRR inserts language into Section 6.5.5.2, Operational Data Requirements, to clarify the proper use of Raise Block Status and Lower Block Status telemetry points by Resource operators in Real-Time operations.  
Procedural History:  NPRR289 was posted on 10/28/10.  On 11/18/10, PRS unanimously voted to refer NPRR289 to WMS.  On 12/16/10, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR289 as amended by the 12/15/10 WMS comments.  On 1/20/11, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 12/16/10 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR289 to TAC.
· NPRR296, Remove Posting Requirement for the Annual Planning Model for the CRR Auction [ERCOT].
Proposed Effective Date:  April 1, 2011.
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no additional full-time equivalents needed; no system changes required; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impact to grid operations.
Revision Description:  This NPRR removes the requirement to post a schedule for updating transmission information for the Annual Planning Model six months prior to the annual and two-year Congestion Revenue Right (CRR) Auctions.

Procedural History:  NPRR296 was posted on 11/15/10.  On 12/16/10, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR296 as submitted.  On 1/20/11, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 12/16/10 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR296 to TAC.
· NPRR297, Add Administrative NPRR Process to Nodal Protocols [ERCOT].
Proposed Effective Date:  April 1, 2011.
ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no additional full-time equivalents needed; no system changes required; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impact to grid operations.
Revision Description:  This NPRR adds a process for “Administrative NPRRs” to the Nodal Protocols modeled on the similar process for administrative market guide revisions contained in each of the market guides.

Procedural History:  NPRR297 was posted on 11/23/10.  On 12/16/10, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR297 as submitted.  On 1/20/11, PRS unanimously voted to endorse and forward the 12/16/10 PRS Report and Impact Analysis for NPRR297 to TAC.
· NPRR305, Timeline for Calculating the Value of X [ERCOT] - Urgent.
Proposed Effective Date:  March 1, 2011.

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no additional full-time equivalents needed; no system changes required; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impact to grid operations.
Revision Description:  This NPRR removes from the Nodal Protocols language describing the effective date for the value of X for the purpose of determining verifiable startup costs and instead refers to the Verifiable Cost Manual as the source for such information.
Procedural History:  NPRR305 was posted on 01/11/11.  On 1/13/11, PRS granted NPRR305 Urgent status via PRS email vote.  On 1/20/11, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR305 as submitted and to forward NPRR305 and its Impact Analysis to TAC.  Credit review is pending.
Revision Requests Rejected and Failed Motions
None.

Revision Requests Withdrawn (no TAC action required)

None.
Status of Pending Revision Requests (For Information Purposes Only):

Revision Requests Scheduled for Impact Analysis Review and Priority Assignment at the February 17, 2011 PRS Meeting
· NPRR290, ERCOT Publication of DAM PSS/E Files [Luminant].
Proposed Effective Date:  Pending.

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Pending.
Revision Description:  This NPRR enhances transparency of the transmission topology (including all scheduled Outages) used in the Day-Ahead Market (DAM) by requiring ERCOT to publish certain data files (in Power System Simulator for Engineering (PSS/E format) for easy review by all Market Participants with standard power flow tools such as PTI PSS/E, Power World Simulator, etc.   
Procedural History:  NPRR290 was posted on 10/28/10.  On 11/18/10, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR290 for one month; to request that ERCOT implement the manual workaround based on the model load schedule as done in market trials and as resources allow; and to bring back estimated costs for the various options of implementation.  On 12/16/10, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR290 for one month.  On 1/20/11, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR290 as amended by the 1/19/11 Luminant comments and as revised by PRS.  There was one opposing vote from the Municipal Market Segment.  Credit review is pending.

· NPRR294, Texas SET 4.0 Including: Acquisition and Transfer of Customers From One REP to Another; Meter Tampering Transactional Solution [Texas SET Working Group].
Proposed Effective Date:  Pending.

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Pending.
Revision Description:  This NPRR defines the process for Mass Transition of Electric Service Identifiers (ESI IDs) from one Competitive Retailer (CR) to another CR when transitioning due to an acquisition, the process for switch hold indicator addition and removal, and other various changes deemed to be implemented with Texas Standard Electronic Transaction (TX SET) version 4.0.  Changes to accommodate priority move-outs (including addition of the priority code and one hour processing of priority move-outs by ERCOT) and same day switches (changing the First Available Switch Date (FASD) to zero) are pending a PUCT rulemaking and are subject to revision.      
Procedural History:  NPRR294 was posted on 11/5/10.  On 11/18/10, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR294.  On 1/20/11, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR294 as amended by the 1/14/11 Texas SET Working Group comments.  Credit review is pending.

· NPRR298, New Definitions Related to Black Start and Clarification to the Hourly Standby Fee Payments for Black Start Resources (formerly “New Definitions Related to Black Start”) [Operations Working Group (OWG)].
Proposed Effective Date:  Pending.

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Pending.
Revision Description:  This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) proposes new definitions for Section 2.1, Definitions, and clarifies the use of Black Start terminology in other sections of the Nodal Protocols.  This NPRR also identifies uses of the proposed terms(s) and makes language changes if applicable and aligns the terminology and acronym related to the Hourly Standby Fee Payment with Section 6.6.8.1, Black Start Capacity Payment.        
Procedural History:  NPRR298 was posted on 11/29/10.  On 12/16/10, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR298.  On 1/20/11, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR298 as amended by the 1/20/11 OWG comments.  Credit review is pending. 
· NPRR299, Remove Requirement for ERCOT Board Approval of PUCT, IMM, and FERC Required Reports [ERCOT].
Proposed Effective Date:  Pending.

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impact to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR modifies the Nodal Protocols to require ERCOT to post all public materials that are submitted to standards bodies and governing agencies on the ERCOT website.   This NPRR also removes the need for the ERCOT Board, Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) Staff and Independent Market Monitor (IMM) to approve a schedule and format for reports.      
Procedural History:  NPRR299 was posted on 11/30/10.  On 12/16/10, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR299.  On 1/20/11, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR299 as amended by the 1/7/11 PSEG TX comments and as revised by PRS.  There was one opposing vote from the IOU Market Segment and two abstentions from the IOU and Municipal Market Segments.  Credit review is pending.
· NPRR301, Correct Energy Trade Language for Adjustment Period [Morgan Stanley].
Proposed Effective Date:  Pending.

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Pending.
Revision Description:  This NPRR revises the language in Section 4.4.2, Energy Trades, for entering Energy Trades in the Adjustment Period to match that of the latest Edison Electric Institute (EEI) Amendment.       
Procedural History:  NPRR301 was posted on 12/3/10.  On 1/20/11, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR301 as revised by PRS.  Credit review is pending.

· NPRR303, Requirement to Post PTP Options Cleared in DAM or Taken to Real-Time [Luminant Energy].
Proposed Effective Date:  Pending.

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Pending.
Revision Description:  This NPRR adds language to specify the need for ERCOT to post quantities of Point-to-Point (PTP) Options and PTP Options with Refund that were not cleared in the DAM and taken to Real-Time for Settlement.       
Procedural History:  NPRR303 was posted on 12/5/10.  On 1/20/11, PRS voted to recommend approval of NPRR303 as submitted.  There were two opposing votes from the Municipal Market Segment and one abstention from the IPM Market Segment.  Credit review is pending.

· NPRR304, Removal of Frequency Bias Methodology Approval Requirement [ERCOT].
Proposed Effective Date:  Pending.

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  No budgetary impact; no impacts to ERCOT staffing; no impact to ERCOT computer systems; no impacts to ERCOT business functions; no impacts to ERCOT grid operations and practices.
Revision Description:  This NPRR removes the requirement for ERCOT to develop a methodology, subject to TAC approval, to determine the optimal frequency bias for given system conditions.       
Procedural History:  NPRR304 was posted on 12/17/10.  On 1/20/11, PRS unanimously voted to recommend approval of NPRR304 as submitted.  Credit review is pending.
Revision Requests Deferred or Tabled
· NPRR190, Clarification of Resource Definitions and Resource Registration of Self-Serve Generators for Reliability Purposes [ERCOT].  
Proposed Effective Date:  Pending.  

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Pending.
Revision Description: This NPRR adds language to acknowledge the existence of Generation Resources that have no or minimal injection onto the ERCOT System that qualify either as distributed generation or are registered with the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) according to P.U.C. Subst. R. 25.109, Registration of Power Generation Companies and Self-Generators, as a self-generator but yet are required to participate with ERCOT for reliability purposes.

Procedural History:  NPRR190 was posted on 7/24/09.  On 8/25/09, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR190 for one month.  On 9/17/09, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR190 for one month.  On 10/22/09, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR190 for one month.  On 11/19/09, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR190.  On 12/17/09, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR190 indefinitely.  On 9/23/10, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR190 for one month.  On 10/21/10, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR190 for one month.  On 11/18/10, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR190.  Credit review is pending. 
· NPRR264, Clarification of Nodal Protocol Requirements for Generators With Multiple Points of Interconnection [WMS].
Proposed Effective Date:  Pending.

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Pending.
Revision Description:  This NPRR adds language to specify that Nodal Protocol requirements applicable to Generation Resources which are based upon the date of an executed Standard Generation Interconnection Agreement (SGIA) are applied to the date of the original SGIA for Resources with more than one point of interconnection.

Procedural History:  NPRR264 was posted on 8/12/10.  On 8/19/10, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR264 for one month.  The IPM Market Segment was not present for the vote.  On 9/23/10, PRS voted to table NPRR264 and to request that the ERCOT CEO reevaluate whether NPRR264 is needed prior to the Texas Nodal Market Implementation Date.  There was one abstention from the Independent Generator Market Segment.  On 10/21/10, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR264 for one month.  On 11/18/10, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR264 for one month.  On 12/16/10, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR264 for one month.  On 1/20/11, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR264 for one month.  Credit review is pending.

· NPRR300, Municipal Owned Utility Addition to Determination of Total Potential Exposure for a Counter-Party [City of Garland].
Proposed Effective Date:  Pending.

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Pending.
Revision Description:  This NPRR adds Municipally Owned Utilities (MOUs) to the list of Entities exempt from the requirement to grant ERCOT a first priority security interest in order for Total Potential Exposure (TPE) of a Counter-Party to be based on the algebraic sum of the Counter-Party’s current and future credit exposures.       
Procedural History:  NPRR300 was posted on 12/3/10.  On 1/20/11, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR300.  Credit review is pending.

Revision Requests Pending Input from Another Subcommittee/Task Force
· NPRR307, Change SASM Offer Procedures [Morgan Stanley] – Urgent. 
Proposed Effective Date:  Pending.

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Pending.
Revision Description:  This NPRR deletes the requirement of valid Supplemental Ancillary Services Market (SASM) offers to be at or below the value of the offers in the DAM.       
Procedural History:  NPRR307 was posted on 1/11/11.  On 1/13/11, PRS granted NPRR307 Urgent status via PRS email vote.  On 1/20/11, PRS voted via roll call vote to refer NPRR307 to WMS.  Credit review is pending.
New Revision Requests Scheduled for Consideration at the February 17, 2011 PRS Meeting 
· NPRR308, Deployment Procedures for Non-Spin Resources [City of Garland]. 
Proposed Effective Date:  Pending.

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Pending.
Revision Description:  This NPRR will require Non-Spinning Reserve (Non-Spin) Service deployments to respect Resource Parameters as registered with ERCOT.
Procedural History:  NPRR308 was posted on 1/13/11.  Credit review is pending.
· NPRR309, Providing STWPF to QSEs Contractually Affiliated with WGR [LCRA]. 
Proposed Effective Date:  Pending.

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Pending.
Revision Description:  This NPRR would require ERCOT to provide the Wind-powered Generation Resource (WGR) forecast to any Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) contractually affiliated with that WGR.       
Procedural History:  NPRR309 was posted on 1/14/11.  Credit review is pending.
· NPRR310, Expand Output Schedule Acceptable Range to Include HSL and LSL [Tenaska]. 
Proposed Effective Date:  Pending.

ERCOT Impact Analysis:  Pending.
Revision Description:  This NPRR updates the criteria by which Output Schedules are deemed valid to include Output Schedules that are equal in value to the Resource High Sustained Limit (HSL) and Low Sustained Limit (LSL).       
Procedural History:  NPRR310 was posted on 1/14/11.  Credit review is pending.
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