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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ERCOT

Nodal advisory task force (NATF) MEETING

ERCOT Taylor Office

800 Airport Drive / Taylor, TX 76574

September 22, 2010
Meeting Attendance: 


Segment Representatives in Attendance:

	Name
	affiliation
	Market Segment

	Bivens, Danny
	OPUC
	Consumers - Residential

	Blackburn, Don
	Luminant
	Investor Owned Utility (IOU)

	Jackson, James
	CPS Energy
	Municipal

	Kroskey, Tony
	Brazos
	Cooperative (Alt.)

	Lovelace, Russell
	Shell Energy
	Independent Power Marketer (IPM) 

	McEvoy, Kevin
	Exelon Generation
	IPM (Alt.) 

	McMurray, Mark
	Direct Energy
	Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP) (Alt.) 

	Reynolds, Jim
	StarTex Power 
	IREP

	Richard, Naomi
	LCRA
	Cooperative 

	Schwarz, Bradley
	E.ON Climate and Renewables
	Independent Generator

	Wardle, Scott
	Occidental Chemical 
	Consumer - Industrial

	Wittmeyer, Bob
	City of Eastland
	Consumer – Commercial (Alt.)


Non-voting Attendees:

	Name
	Affiliation
	

	Bogen, David
	Oncor
	

	Burke, Tom
	APM
	

	Elliott, Chris
	MLCI
	

	Hansen, Eric
	Ventyx
	

	Hellinghausen, Bill
	EDF
	

	Jacoby, Jim
	AEP
	

	Jones, Liz
	Oncor
	

	Varnell, John
	TENASKA
	

	Wheeler, Ron
	Optim Energy
	

	Woitt, Wes
	CenterPoint Energy
	


ERCOT Staff:

	Name
	

	Adams, John
	

	Bohart, Jim
	

	Dumas, John
	

	Landry, Kelly
	

	Maggio, David
	

	McElfresh, Brandon
	

	Middleton, Scott
	Via Teleconference

	Ragsdale, Ken
	

	Rickerson, Woody
	

	Spangler, Bob
	

	Surendran, Resmi
	


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.

Don Blackburn called the meeting to order at 9:33 a.m.  

Antitrust Admonition

Mr. Blackburn read the Antitrust Admonition, which was displayed.  He asked those who had not yet reviewed the Antitrust Guidelines to do so.  Copies of the Antitrust Guidelines were available.
ERCOT Business Practice- Revised Paper
ERCOT Business Practice: ERCOT and QSE Operations Practices During the Operating Hour

David Maggio presented the ERCOT Business Practice, ERCOT and QSE Operations Practices During the Operating Hour version 0.95 and reviewed section three.  He observed new procedures for Generation Resources to show “ONTEST” during unit start-up and shut-down.  Market Participants discussed the unit settings for Low Sustained Limit (LSL) and the threshold percentage of LSL at which Generation Resources would be deployed.  Mr. Blackburn stated that Market Participants would be allowed to further comment on the Business Practice until close of business 09/27/2010 and that ERCOT would then present it to TAC 10/07/2010.   
Update on Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) List of Nodal Issues/Critical Items

Market Participants reviewed items on the QSE List of Nodal Issues/Critical Items categorized as severity level one and two.  Mr. Ragsdale reviewed ERCOT resolution of certain items and identified items on the list as either “open” or “closed.”    

Load Distribution Factors (LDF) Methodology
John Adams stated that ERCOT has concluded from the results of the market trials that it is advisable to open the Texas Nodal Day-Ahead Market (DAM) using a stable set of Bus and Load distribution factors instead of the State Estimator hourly distribution from seven days prior to the Operating Day.  He stated that use of filtered LDFs from the previous seven days allows telemetry errors to propagate into the DAM model, and that ERCOT will capture State Estimator results from a “proxy” day and test the LDF’s with sample DAM executions in the lab with typical bid information.  Market Participants discussed the weather conditions of the proxy day and whether multiple days should be averaged to represent the proxy day.  
Generation Resource Energy Deployment Performance (GREDP) Variables Process
Mr. Maggio noted that “X”, “Y”, and “Z” are parameters which are used to determine how Generation Resources performed in a given five minute interval and observed that this information is reported as part of GREDP.  He stated that during full system market and reliability testing, a value of five was used for “X”, a value of five was used for “Y”, and a value of ten was used for “Z”.  Mr. Maggio noted that utilizing these values most Resources performed well and that a very slight few failed the test, but that the value of Z may need to be further adjusted.  Mr. Maggio stated that ERCOT would conduct more analysis and post this information for Market Participant review.             
Transmission Service Provider (TSP) Issues List

Woody Rickerson reviewed the TSP Issues List and noted that it contains 52 items total.  He stated that the next phase of review is to categorize the items so they can be associated with related projects.  Market Participants discussed the categorization of some items and Mr. Rickerson related possible impacts to Nodal systems.        
ERCOT Business Practice- Revised Paper
ERCOT Business Practice: Setting the Shadow Price Caps and Power Balance Penalties in Security Constrained Economic Dispatch 

Mr. Blackburn observed the Wholesale Market Subcommittee recommended to NATF that the Power Balance Penalty curve begin at $500 and to go 40MW, and Market Participants agreed this issue should be identified as “closed” on the QSE List of Nodal Issues/Critical Items.  Mr. Blackburn stated that the next discussion of this issue would be at the 10/07/2010 TAC meeting.          
Day Two:  Thursday, September 23, 2010

Mr. Blackburn observed that NATF had reviewed all of the agenda items and canceled the second day of this meeting as it was no longer necessary.    

Adjournmen.
Mr. Blackburn adjourned the meeting at 4:40 p.m.
� Some attendees may not have been present for the entire meeting.  





NATF 100922 - Page 1 of 3

