Nodal Protocol Revision Request


	NPRR Number
	297
	NPRR Title
	Add Administrative NPRR Process to Nodal Protocols

	Date Posted
	November 23, 2010

	
	

	Nodal Protocol Sections Requiring Revision
	21.1, Introduction

21.6, Nodal Protocol Revision Implementation

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) adds a process for “Administrative NPRRs” to the Nodal Protocols modeled on the similar process for administrative market guide revisions contained in each of the market guides.

	Reason for Revision
	Minor, non-substantive changes to the Nodal Protocols should be permitted without full stakeholder process review.  This will save time and resources.

	Overall Market Benefit
	Saves stakeholders from having to take formal steps to implement uncontroversial revisions.

	Overall Market Impact
	None.

	Consumer Impact
	None.

	Credit Implications
	No.

	Submitter Justification for Necessity Prior to the Texas Nodal Market Implementation Date
	This NPRR does not impact Nodal systems, budget or schedule; however, it is not necessary prior to the Texas Nodal Market Implementation Date.

	CEO Determination
	The ERCOT CEO has no opinion on whether or not NPRR297 is necessary prior to the Texas Nodal Market Implementation Date.
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	Market Cost
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact
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	Market Benefit
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	Saves stakeholders from having to take formal steps to implement uncontroversial revisions.
	Minor.
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	Sponsor

	Name
	Jonathan Levine

	E-mail Address
	jlevine@ercot.com

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	512-248-6464

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	Not applicable


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Jonathan Levine

	E-Mail Address
	jlevine@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-6464


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


21.1
Introduction

(1)
A request to make additions, edits, deletions, revisions, or clarifications to these Protocols, including any attachments and exhibits to these Protocols, is called a Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR).  Except as specifically provided otherwise in the following sentence or in other sections of these Protocols, Sections 21.2, Submission of a Nodal Protocol Revision Request, through 21.10, Review of Guide Changes, apply to all NPRRs.  ERCOT Members, Market Participants, Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) Staff, Texas Regional Entity (TRE) Staff, ERCOT, and any other Entities are required to utilize the process described herein prior to requesting, through the PUCT or other Governmental Authority, that ERCOT make a change to these Protocols, except for good cause shown to the PUCT or other Governmental Authority.

(2)
A request that ERCOT change its computer systems that does not require a revision to the Protocols is called a System Change Request (SCR).  Except as specifically provided in other sections of these Protocols, Sections 21.8, System Change Request Procedure, through 21.9, Review of Project Prioritization, Review of Unfunded Project List, and Annual Budget Process, apply to all SCRs.
(3)
The “next regularly scheduled meeting” of the Protocol Revision Subcommittee (PRS), the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), an Assigned TAC Subcommittee (as defined below), or the ERCOT Board shall mean the next regularly scheduled meeting for which required notice can be timely given regarding the item(s) to be addressed, as specified in the appropriate ERCOT Board or committee procedures.

(4)
ERCOT may make non-substantive corrections at any time during the processing of a particular NPRR.  Under certain circumstances, however, the Nodal Protocols can also be revised by ERCOT rather than using the NPRR process outlined in Section 21.4, Nodal Protocol Revision Procedure.

(a)
This type of revision is referred to as an “Administrative NPRR” or “Administrative Changes” and shall consist of non-substantive corrections, such as typos (excluding grammatical changes), internal references (including table of contents), improper use of acronyms, and references to ERCOT Protocols, PUCT Substantive Rules, the Public Utility Regulatory Act (PURA), North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) regulations, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) rules, etc.

(b)
ERCOT shall post such Administrative NPRRs to the ERCOT website and distribute the NPRR to PRS at least ten Business Days before implementation.  If no Entity submits comments to the Administrative NPRR in accordance with paragraph (1) of Section 21.4.3, Protocol Revision Subcommittee Review and Action, ERCOT shall implement it according to paragraph (4) of Section 21.6, Nodal Protocol Revision Implementation.  If any ERCOT Member, Market Participant, PUCT Staff, TRE Staff or ERCOT submits comments to the Administrative NPRR, then it shall be processed in accordance with the NPRR process outlined in Section 21.4.
21.6
Nodal Protocol Revision Implementation

(1)
Upon ERCOT Board approval, ERCOT shall implement Nodal Protocol Revision Requests (NPRRs) on the first day of the month following ERCOT Board approval, unless otherwise provided in the Board Report for the approved NPRR.

(2)
For such other NPRRs, the Impact Analysis shall provide an estimated implementation date and ERCOT shall provide notice as soon as practicable, but no later than ten days prior to actual implementation, unless a different notice period is required in the Board Report for the approved NPRR.

(3)
If the ERCOT Board approves changes to the Protocols, such changes shall be:

(a)
Filed with the PUCT for informational purposes as soon as practicable, but no later than one day before the effective date of the changes; and

(b)
Incorporated into the Protocols and posted on the MIS Public Area as soon as practicable, but no later than one day before the effective date of the changes.

(4)
ERCOT shall implement an Administrative NPRR on the first day of the month following the end of the ten Business Day posting requirement outlined in Section 21.1, Introduction.
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