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	Comments


ERCOT submits these comments in an effort to clarify the roles within the ERCOT Region.  The language changes are limited to paragraph (6) of 6.2.4, Protective Relay System Failure Response.  
	Revised Proposed Guide Language Revision


6.2.4
Protective Relay System Failure Response  

(1)
A bulk electric system element can no longer perform as designed if there is a failure of its protective relay systems such as the inability to maintain a critical clearing time or the inability to maintain selectivity.  The inability to maintain a critical clearing time is a failure to trip or a slow trip.  The inability to maintain selectivity is an unnecessary trip during a fault or an unnecessary trip other than a fault.  It is not considered a protection failure if additional protection systems are available to operate as previously stated above.

(2)
Protective relay systems include: relays, associated communication systems, voltage and current sensing devices, station batteries, and DC control circuitry. 

(3)
The owner of protective relay systems will immediately notify the appropriate Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) and Transmission Operator (TO) via phone call, when the owner has determined that the protective relay system has failed. 

(4)
The affected QSE or TO shall immediately notify the ERCOT Shift Supervisor via phone call and initiate prompt corrective action.  These corrective actions are to address reliability issues for the systems that the QSE and TO monitor and/or operate. 

(5)
Corrective action in this context means limiting exposure to the bulk electric system and does not include the maintenance or repair of relays. These actions shall be taken as prescribed by the Outage Coordination process in Section 2.4, Outage Coordination, and Protocol Section 3, Management Activities for the ERCOT System.  Examples of corrective actions include: 
(a)
Removing the affected facility from service, and

(b)
Entering the status change into Outage Scheduler.
(6)
ERCOT shall determine the impact on the ERCOT System and direct the necessary corrective actions (typically reconfiguration and/or re-dispatch) to address any reliability issues.   Examples of corrective actions include:

(a)
Re-dispatching or requesting of re-dispatching as studies dictate; 
(b)
Possible reconfiguration of the ERCOT System; or 
(c)
Firm Load shed.
(7)
The affected QSE and TO shall promptly notify the ERCOT Shift Supervisor via phone call of the return to service of the previously identified protective relay systems.  
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