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	Comments


At the November 16, 2010, the NDSWG reviewed NOGRR052 and recommends the following language changes in paragraph (1) of Section 3.9.4, Responsibility for Equipment Ratings, as a requirement for submission is currently stated in the Nodal Protocols.
ERCOT and NDSWG also recommend deletion of Section 9.2.1, Rating Methodology Reporting Program, as there is no need for an annual report since all information is accessible on the on the ERCOT website.

	Revised Proposed Guide Language Revision


3.9.4
Responsibility for Equipment Ratings

(1)
TSPs are responsible for determining the rating of their facilities and shall send the methodology used to ERCOT  in accordance with paragraph (3) of Protocol Section 3.10, Network Operations Modeling and Telemetry.  Technical limits established for the operation of Transmission Elements and associated equipment shall be applied consistently in engineering and planning studies, Real-Time security analyses, and operator actions.

(2)
TSPs shall provide ERCOT with four nominal Transmission Element Ratings:

(a)
Normal Rating:  Represents the continuous MVA rating of a Transmission Element, including substation terminal equipment in series with a conductor or transformer, at the applicable ambient temperature.  The Transmission Element can operate at this rating indefinitely without damage, or violation of National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) clearances.

(b)
Emergency Rating:  Represents the two-hour MVA rating of a Transmission Element, including substation terminal equipment in series with a conductor or transformer, at the applicable ambient temperature.  The Transmission Element can operate at this rating for two hours without violation of NESC clearances or equipment failure.

(c)
15-Minute Rating:  Represents the 15 minute MVA rating of a Transmission Element, including substation terminal equipment in series with a conductor or transformer, at the applicable ambient temperature and with a step increase from a prior loading of 90% of the Normal Rating.  The Transmission Element can operate at this rating for 15 minutes, assuming its pre-contingency loading was 90% of the Normal Rating limit at the applicable ambient temperature, without violation of NESC clearances or equipment failure.  This rating takes advantage of the time delay associated with heating of a conductor or transformer following a sudden increase in current.
(d)
Conductor/Transformer Rating:  Represents the two hour MVA rating of the conductor or transformer only, excluding substation terminal equipment in series with a conductor or transformer, at the applicable ambient temperature.  The conductor or transformer can operate at this rating for two hours without violation of National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) clearances or equipment failure.  
(3)
In operating the ERCOT Transmission Grid, ERCOT shall use these ratings as follows:
(a)
ERCOT shall limit pre-contingency flows to enforce the Normal Rating. 

(b)
If a valid Remedial Action Plan (RAP) is unavailable to unload the Transmission Element post contingency or the pre-contingency loading is greater than 90% of the Normal Rating, ERCOT shall enforce pre-contingency system operating limit(s) to control the post contingency loading of the Transmission Element to levels below the Emergency Rating.  The enforcement shall be implemented in a manner such that the post contingency loading will be at, or below, Normal Rating within two hours.
(c)
If a RAP is documented at ERCOT to relieve the loading on the Transmission Element within 15 minutes, ERCOT shall enforce pre-contingency system operating limit(s) to control the post contingency loading of the Transmission Element to levels below the 15-Minute Rating.  The enforcement shall be implemented in a manner such that the post-contingency loading will be at, or below, Emergency Rating within 15 minutes.

(d)
ERCOT shall use best efforts to restore all Transmission Element to within Normal Ratings as soon as practicable, based on Good Utility Practice.



	




�Please note this Section is also being revised by NOGRR042, Synchronization of Section 3 with Nodal Protocols.
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