DRAFT
Minutes of the Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS) Meeting

ERCOT Austin – 7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744

Thursday, September 16, 2010 – 9:30 a.m.
Attendance
Members:

	Alvarez, Eli
	Brownsville PUB
	

	Armke, James
	Austin Energy
	

	DeTullio, David
	Air Liquide
	

	Garrett, Mark
	Direct Energy
	

	Green, Bob
	Garland Power and Light
	

	Greer, Clayton
	Morgan Stanley
	

	Grimes, Mike
	Horizon Wind Energy
	

	Gutierrez, Fernando
	BP Energy
	

	Hatfield, Bill
	Lower Colorado River Authority
	

	Helyer, Scott
	Tenaska Power Services
	

	Holloway, Harry
	SUEZ
	

	Jones, Liz
	Oncor
	Alt. Rep. for K. Donohoo

	Keetch, Rick
	Reliant Energy
	

	Kunkel, Dennis
	AEP
	

	Marsh, Tony
	Texas Power
	

	McDaniel, Rex
	Texas-New Mexico Power
	

	Moore, John
	South Texas Electric Cooperative
	

	Rocha, Paul
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Ryno, Randy
	Brazos Electric Power Cooperative
	

	Soutter, Mark
	Invenergy
	

	Thormahlen, Jack
	Lower Colorado River Authority
	Alt. Rep. for B. Hatfield

	Vander Laan, Dirk
	Exelon Generation Company
	

	Williams, Blake
	CPS Energy
	

	Wybierala, Peter
	NextEra Energy
	


Guests:

	Brandt, Adrianne
	Austin Energy
	

	Burkhalter, Bob
	ABB
	

	Calhoun, Brad
	CNP
	

	Garza, Marcos
	CNP
	

	Gibbens, David
	CPS Energy
	

	Gonzales, Daniel
	City of Eastland
	

	Grasso, Tony
	PUCT
	

	Jacoby, Jim
	AEP
	

	Kemper, Wayne
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Kremling, Barry
	GVEC
	

	Kolodziej, Eddie
	Customized Energy Solutions
	

	Lane, Rob
	Luminant Energy
	

	Niemeyer, Sydney
	NRG Energy
	Via Teleconference

	Reid, Walter
	Wind Coalition
	

	Schwarz, Brad
	E.ON Climate and Renewables
	

	Wagner, Marguerite
	PSEG TX
	

	Walker, DeAnn
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Ward, Jerry
	Luminant
	

	Wittmeyer, Bob
	Consumer – Residential 
	

	Woitt, Wes
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Woolard, Sam
	TNMP
	


ERCOT-ISO Staff:

	Albracht, Brittney
	
	

	Frosch, Colleen
	
	

	Landin, Yvette
	
	

	Rajagopal, Raj
	
	

	Showalter, Dana
	
	

	Sills, Alex
	
	

	Teixeira, Jay
	
	

	Villanueva, Leo
	
	


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.

ROS Vice Chair Scott Helyer called the ROS meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. 
Antitrust Admonition

Mr. Helyer directed attention to the displayed ERCOT Antitrust Admonition and noted the requirement to comply with the ERCOT Antitrust Guidelines.  A copy of the guidelines was available for review.  
Agenda Review
There were no changes to the agenda.
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Update
Mr. Helyer reported that discussions regarding the stakeholder committee structure are on-going and opined that there would be no significant changes in the near future.
Renewable Technologies Working Group (RTWG) Update

Mark Garrett reported the recommendation that RTWG be renamed the Emerging Technologies Working Group to encompass technologies such as storage and flywheels; and noted that the draft Texas Renewables Integration Plan (TRIP) will be distributed to ROS and TAC in October 2010.  Mr. Garrett added that a comment process for revisions to the TRIP has been drafted and is very similar to the revision request form.  
Nodal Update (see Key Documents)

Network Data Support Working Group (NDSWG) Report
Jim Jacoby reported on recent NDSWG activities and noted that Transmission Service Providers (TSPs) have identified 16 issues that must be addressed in 2011.  No questions were offered.
Steady State Working Group (SSWG) Report
Wes Woitt reviewed recent SSWG activities and highlighted that SSWG completed the task of correcting Connectivity Node Groups (CNGs) by the August 15, 2010 deadline.  Mr. Woitt noted that work continues on Topology Processor issues, and that SSWG expressed concern for differences in Power System Simulator for Engineering (PSS/E) version formats for file outputs; and that SSWG is using a new method and tools to create a test planning case, and that the 2010 Summer Peak case will be simulated using new tools to find deficiencies.  Liz Jones amplified SSWG concerns for file format versions, noting that Version 32 has been available for more than a year, and that the issue needs to be resolved before planning go live.  
ROS Voting Items (see Key Documents)
Draft August 12, 2010 ROS Meeting Minutes
Tony Grasso requested the addition of one sentence to his comments on page six of the draft August 12, 2010 ROS meeting minutes to clarify that financial issues should be considered in venues other than ROS.  
Dennis Kunkel moved to approve the August 12, 2010 ROS meeting minutes as amended.  David DeTullio seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

2011 Project Priority List (PPL)
Troy Anderson noted that he would provide an update regarding the 2011 PPL, but would not be seeking a ROS endorsement of any funding amount, as Nodal stabilization is a major component of the ERCOT budget, and until a number of discussions are held at the Board level, ERCOT Staff is not positioned to seek approval of a specific amount.  

Mr. Anderson reviewed prioritization guidelines and the current Nodal parking deck, and additional items for consideration.  Clayton Greer suggested that it would be helpful to list which systems are touched by various parking deck items, and that synergies might be more apparent; Mr. Anderson added that ERCOT will be transparent as to which items are included in releases, and that it is anticipated that target release times will be determined after Nodal Go-Live.
System Protection Working Group (SPWG) Use of ASPEN for Submission of Short Circuit Cases
Sam Woolard presented the SPWG recommendation for the purchase of ASPEN for ERCOT’s use in updating ERCOT short circuit cases.  Mr. Woolard noted that it was considered that some utilities do not have ASPEN and that those Entities could use PSS/E.

Mr. Greer moved to endorse the SPWG recommendation that ERCOT update its license with ASPEN so that future case updates can be submitted in ASPEN format.  Mr. Kunkel seconded the motion.  Market Participants discussed that four Entities do not use ASPEN; and whether there is a commitment by ASPEN to maintain conversion to PSS/E format.  Mr. Woolard opined that the steady state model will always be different from other models, and that a full model of a generator will help with unbalanced analysis.  Market Participants discussed functionality provided by ASPEN versus PSS/E.  Some Market Participants argued that ASPEN is the better tool for the bulk of processes without affecting internal processes; that any standardization should be approached as finding the best tool for a job, and not just for the sake of standardization.  It was noted that ERCOT used to own ASPEN, and the recommendation from SPWG brings to up to date a maintenance agreement for the tool.
The motion carried with two objections from the Investor Owned Utility (IOU) and Municipal Market Segments, and one abstention from the IOU Market Segment.

Subcommittee/Working Group/Task Force Structure
It was noted that discussions of the TAC subcommittee structure are ongoing.  ROS took no action.

Nodal Operating Guide Revision Request (NOGRR) 041, Synchronization of Section 2 with Nodal Protocols
NOGRR042, Synchronization of Section 3 with Nodal Protocols 
NOGRR045, Synchronization of OGRR219, Time Error Correction 
NOGRR046, Synchronization of Sections 4 and 5 with Nodal Protocols
NOGRR047, Synchronization of Sections 6 and 7 with Nodal Protocols 

Mr. Greer moved to recommend approval of NOGRR041, NOGRR042, NOGRR045, NOGRR046, and NOGRR047 a recommended by OWG in the respective 8/18/10 OWG Reports.  Mike Grimes seconded them motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NOGRR043, Synchronization with OGRR208, Voltage Ride-Through (VRT) Requirement

ERCOT Staff reviewed the 9/13/10 ERCOT comments to NOGRR043.  Mike Grimes expressed concern that proposed language requires a Wind-powered Generation Resource (WGR) to become two WGRs.  Brad Schwarz noted that VRT capability is on a WGR basis and not an individual turbine basis; that element such as transmission and underground collection also speak to capability; and that the current language might require an upgrade that is not needed.  Mark Soutter noted that the VRT requirement is at the Point of Interconnect and not at the turbine, and expressed concern that requirements are being mixed in the proposed language.
Bob Green moved to recommend approval of NOGRR043 as recommended by OWG in the 8/18/10 OWG Report and as revised by ROS.  Mr. Greer seconded the motion.  It was discussed that OWG might need to develop a separate NOGRR to address newly installed or replaced turbines.  Concerns were raised regarding the requirements of replacing new turbines and the additional VRT capability needed from WGRs.  
Mr. Greer moved to table NOGRR043 until after the lunch recess.  Fernando Gutierrez seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Market Participants discussed additional revisions to the language, as well as proposed administrative revisions.  The motion carried unanimously.
NOGRR050, Resolution of Reporting Issues Related to NPRR219
Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 219, Resolution of Alignment Items A33, A92, A106, and A150 - TSPs Must Submit Outages for Resource Owned Equipment and Clarification of Changes in Status of Transmission Element Postings 
Ms. L. Jones suggested that NPRR219 and NOGRR050 be considered at the same time.
Bill Blevins noted that NPRR219 was an effort to provide clarity to Nodal Protocol language.  Bill Hatfield expressed concern for the possible unintended consequences regarding registration, and asked how ERCOT currently handles Outage submissions.  Mr. Blevins answered that, with one exception, there are agreements that the TSP enters Outages on behalf of the Resource Entity; and that there is an emergency back-up wherein ERCOT can submit the Outage, but that it is not an assigned role.  Ms. L. Jones expressed concern for the potential collision of system capabilities, state responsibilities, and federal responsibilities.  DeAnn Walker recalled discussions in April 2010 that ERCOT would assume the responsibility, and then that ERCOT was incapable of making the entries, and expressed frustration in hearing that ERCOT is able to make entries for one Entity.
ERCOT Staff clarified that ERCOT can make entries, if ERCOT is logged in as the TSP; and that via testing, ERCOT acquired proxy capability only in the previous two weeks.  Market Participants discussed whether ROS needed to take any action on NPRR219; that NOGRR050 changes the way statistics are calculated, and that NPRR219 codifies requirements that TSPs take action on behalf of Resource Entities.
Mr. Greer moved to waive notice so that NPRR219 and NOGRR050 might be considered.  Mr. Hatfield seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.
Ms. L. Jones moved that ROS communicate its belief that there is a conflict between Outage Scheduler responsibilities in ERCOT and Outage Scheduler responsibilities in North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) registration and federal Reliability Standards.  Mr. Hatfield seconded the motion.  The motion carried with one abstention from the Independent Power Marketer (IPM) Market Segment.
NOGRR053, Synchronization with OGRR226, Generation Resource Response Time Requirement 

Paul Rocha moved to grant Urgent status for NOGRR053.  Mr. Green seconded the motion.  It was discussed that Urgent status is needed to transition language in the zonal Operating Guides to the Nodal Operating Guides.  The motion carried with one objection from the Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP) Market Segment.
Mr. Ryno moved to recommend approval of NOGRR053 as submitted.  Mr. Rocha seconded the motion.  The motion carried with one objection from the IREP Market Segment.

NPRR258, Synchronization with PRR824 and PRR833 and Additional Clarifications
Mr. Greer moved to endorse the 9/9/10 Performance Disturbance Compliance Working Group (PDCWG) comments to NPRR258.  Mr. Keetch seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

NOGRR051, Synchronization with OGRR192 and OGRR238 – URGENT 
Some Market Participants expressed concern with limiting the generator droop characteristic to three percent.
Mr. Greer moved to recommend approval of NOGRR051 as amended by the 9/10/10 ERCOT comments and as revised by ROS.  James Armke seconded the motion.  The motion carried with one abstention from the Independent Generator Market Segment.

ERCOT Reports (see Key Documents)
Alex Sills reminded Market Participants that the Telemetry Standard was revised by ROS and TAC; reported for the sake of transparency that due to a loophole in the revision process, an Impact Analysis was not performed; that it was discovered during the CEO review that the cost would be minimal; and that the item would be implemented before Nodal Go-Live so long as the item retains priority.  
Mr. Kunkel reiterated his concern that the Telemetry Standard has been revised due to focus on an index that does not show State Estimator at peak times, when it tends to fail.  Mr. Kunkel added that focus should be given to what the State Estimator does across the peak periods and as it compares overall to the index.
August  System Planning Report – Questions Only 
No questions were offered regarding the posted report.

August Operations Report – Questions Only

No questions were offered regarding the posted report.

Energy Emergency Alert (EEA) Level 1 Event – August 20, 2010

Naga Kota presented a summary of the ERCOT Operations report on the EEA even of August 20, 2010.  Leo Villanueva noted that some valve settings were too sensitive, and that the Generation owner has since revised their procedures and settings. 

ROS Working Group Reports (see Key Documents)
Critical Infrastructure Protection Working Group (CIPWG)
No questions were offered regarding the posted report.
Dynamics Working Group (DWG)
No questions were offered regarding the posted report.

Operations Working Group (OWG)
No questions were offered regarding the posted report.

Nodal Protocol/Reliability Standards Alignment

No report was provided.

PDCWG
Regarding Nodal LFC testing, Sydney Niemeyer noted that in the Zonal Market, Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs) control the ramp, but that in the Nodal Market, there is no ramp window for starting a unit.  It was discussed that discussions between ERCOT and the six QSEs that did not deliver Responsive Reserve (RRS) are confidential, but that it is standard procedure for ERCOT to verify data with the QSE.
Planning Working Group (PLWG)
No questions were offered regarding the posted report.
SPWG
No questions were offered regarding the posted report.
Other Business 
Ms. Landin provided notice of withdrawal of Operating Guide Revision Request (OGRR) 245, Alignment with NERC Reliability Standard PRC-001-1, System Protection Coordination.
Adjournment
Mr. Helyer adjourned the September 16, 2010 ROS meeting at 1:40 p.m.
� Key Documents referenced in these minutes may be accessed on the ERCOT website at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2010/09/20100916-ROS" �http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2010/09/20100916-ROS� 
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