Nodal Protocol Revision Request


	NPRR Number
	264
	NPRR Title
	Clarification of Nodal Protocol Requirements for Generators With Multiple Points of Interconnection

	Date Posted
	August 12, 2010

	
	

	Nodal Protocol Section Requiring Revision
	1.6.5, Interconnection of New Generation

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) adds language to specify that Nodal Protocol requirements applicable to Generation Resources which are based upon the date of an executed Standard Generation Interconnection Agreement (SGIA) are applied to the date of the original SGIA for Resources with more than one point of Interconnection.

	Reason for Revision
	Some Nodal Protocol requirements applicable to Generation Resources are based upon the date of execution of the SGIA between the Resource owner and the Transmission Service Provider (TSP).  For Resources with more than one point of interconnection, the question arises which SGIA date should be used to determine applicability of such requirements to the Resource.  The Multiple Interconnections for Generators Task Force (MIGTF) recommended that the date of the original SGIA be binding for this purpose.  The MIGTF recommendation was endorsed by the Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (ROS), Wholesale Market Subcommittee (WMS), and Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).

	Overall Market Benefit
	Clarification of applicability of certain requirements to Generation Resources.

	Overall Market Impact
	None.

	Consumer Impact
	None.

	Credit Implications 

(Yes or No, and summary of impact)
	No.

	Submitter Justification for Necessity Prior to the Texas Nodal Market Implementation Date (TNMID)
	No Nodal system changes are anticipated to be required to implement this NPRR and no budget or schedule impacts are expected.  This Nodal Protocol change is necessary prior to TNMID to ensure Resource owners are not unnecessarily exposed to compliance risk due to ambiguity in current Nodal Protocol language.

	CEO Determination 

(To be completed by ERCOT)
	The ERCOT CEO has determined that NPRR264 is necessary prior to the Texas Nodal Market Implementation Date.


	Quantitative Impacts and Benefits


	Assumptions
	1
	Based upon the ERCOT’s CREZ Transmission Optimization Study relied upon by the Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) in the Final Order in Docket No. 33672, Commission Staff's Petition for Designation of Competitive Renewable Energy Zones, designating Competitive Renewable Energy Zones (CREZs), it is anticipated a number of Wind-powered Generation Resources (WGRs) in West Texas will likely switch points of interconnection or utilize multiple points of interconnection as CREZ Transmission Plan infrastructure is constructed in the near term. 
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	Market Cost
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	None.
	None.
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	Market Benefit
	
	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact

	
	1
	Improved clarity regarding Nodal Protocol requirements applicability and compliance obligations.
	Avoided costs from unnecessary disputes arising from a lack of clarity in Nodal Protocol language.
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	Additional Qualitative Information
	1
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	Other Comments
	1
	Some Generation Resources in the ERCOT Region are currently utilizing more than one point of interconnection and require the regulatory certainty established by the clarification of Nodal Protocol requirements based upon SGIA execution dates.
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	Sponsor

	Name
	Mark Bruce on behalf of WMS

	E-mail Address
	mark.bruce@stratusenergy.com

	Company
	Stratus Energy Group

	Phone Number
	512-547-6431

	Cell Number
	512-810-1516

	Market Segment
	N/A


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Jonathan Levine

	E-Mail Address
	jlevine@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	512-248-6464


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


1.6.5
Interconnection of New Generation 

Interconnection of new All-Inclusive Generation Resources to the ERCOT Transmission Grid must be in accordance with the ERCOT Standard Generation Interconnection Agreement (SGIA) and associated procedures.  For Generation Resources which connect to a new point of interconnection or which utilize more than one point of interconnection to the ERCOT Transmission Grid, any Protocol requirements applicable to Generation Resources which are based upon the execution date of the SGIA shall be applied to the date of the first executed SGIA.
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