
Minutes of the ERCOT Retail Market Subcommittee (RMS) Meeting

7620 Metro Center Drive – Austin, Texas 78744

Wednesday, August 11, 2010 – 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Attendance

Members:

	Brewster, Chris
	City of Eastland
	

	Calzada, Gricelda
	American Electric Power (AEP)
	

	Crabtree, Chris
	Stream Energy
	

	Frederick, Jennifer
	Direct Energy
	

	Hutchison, Grant
	SUEZ
	

	Kelly-Diaz, Elaine
	Austin Energy
	

	Lopez, Joe
	HEB Grocery Co., LP
	

	Marsh, Tony
	MAMO Enterprises
	

	Matlock, Michael
	Gexa Energy
	

	Minnix, Kyle
	Brazos Electric Cooperative
	

	Patrick, Kyle
	Reliant Energy
	

	Register, Kean
	Bryan Texas Utilities
	

	Rowley, Chris
	TXU
	

	Schwarz, Brad
	E.ON Climate & Renewables
	

	Scott, Kathy
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Wilson, Frank
	Nueces Electric Cooperative
	(Via Teleconference)

	Worley, Eli
	Tenaska Power Services
	


No proxies were assigned.
Guests:

	Beasley, Richard
	CenterPoint Energy
	

	Brewster, Chris
	City of Eastland
	

	Burke, Tom
	APM
	

	Claiborn-Pinto, Shawnee
	PUCT
	

	Couch, Andrea
	TNMP
	

	Godines, Grace
	PUCT
	

	Gonzalez, Daniel
	City of Eastland
	

	Landry, Jonathan
	Gexa Energy
	

	Laughlin, Doug
	Centerpoint Energy
	

	McKeever, Debbie
	Oncor
	

	Rehfeldt, Diana
	TNMP
	

	Wilson, Mike
	Tenaska
	


ERCOT Staff:

	Adams, Jack
	
	

	Ashbaugh, Jackie
	
	

	Cervenka, Gene
	
	

	Day, Heather
	Via Teleconference
	

	Farley, Karen
	
	

	Felton, Trey
	
	

	Landry, Kelly
	
	

	McCarty, Mike
	
	

	Thurman, Kathryn
	
	

	Tindall, Sandra
	
	


Unless otherwise indicated, all Market Segments were present for a vote.

Kyle Patrick called the meeting to order at 9:34 a.m..
Antitrust Admonition

Mr. Patrick read the ERCOT Antitrust Admonition as displayed and noted the need to comply with the ERCOT Antitrust Guidelines.  A copy of the guidelines was available for review.  

Agenda Review and Discussion

Mr. Patrick reviewed items scheduled for a vote at this meeting.    
Approval of the Draft RMS Meeting Minutes (see Key Documents) 

Mr. Patrick stated that the 07/14/2010 RMS draft meeting minutes were distributed a day late, but that a vote could still be taken if a motion to waive notice was passed.     

Chris Brewster moved to waive notice for a vote on the 07/14/2010 RMS draft meeting minutes.  Joe Lopez seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Michael Matlock moved to approve the 07/14/2010 RMS draft meeting minutes as submitted.  Mr. Lopez seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), and Commercial Operations Subcommittee (COPS) Reports (see Key Documents)
TAC

Mr. Patrick noted discussion at the 08/5/2010 TAC meeting regarding the Business Practices manual produced by ERCOT, and the 168-Hour Full System Market and Reliability test.  He noted that ERCOT has asked for feedback regarding the criteria and objectives for the 168-Hour test.  Mr. Patrick noted discussions regarding the upcoming TAC subcommittee leadership meeting and stated that the objective of the meeting was to review the Sunset Advisory Commission decisions regarding TAC and TAC subcommittees (see http://www.sunset.state.tx.us/82ndreports/puc/puc_dec.pdf).  He stated that subcommittees will be looking for ways to consolidate activities and to improve productivity.   
Debbie McKeever noted that COPS considered four voting items on 08/10/2010.  She noted that COPS reviewed Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 253, CRR Balancing Account Invoice and Settlement and Billing Dispute Process, and that the group expressed concern for introducing unscheduled settlements.  She noted that discussion NPRR253 will continue at the next COPS meeting and encouraged Market Participants to attend.  Ms. McKeever noted discussion of the 168-Hour test and a confusion regarding whether the test would be open or closed loop.  She stated that COPS discussed Load Profiling Guide Revision Request (LPGRR) 038, Revisions for Texas Nodal Market Implementation and Synchronization with PRR821, Update of Section 21, Process for Protocol Revision, LPGRR038, Revisions for Texas Nodal Market Implementation Part Two, and draft Protocol Revision Request (PRR), Weather Responsiveness Determination for Interval Data Recorders.      
RMS Voting Items

Retail Market Guide Revision Request (RMGRR) 086 - Submission of Distributed Generation Data for Advanced Meters

Sandra Tindall noted that RMGRR086 was reviewed by RMS last month and was back for review of the ERCOT Impact Analysis.  She noted that the ERCOT CEO review indicated that RMGRR086 was necessary for Texas Nodal Market go-live.  

Kathy Scott moved to endorse and forward the 07/14/2010 RMS Report and revised Impact Analysis for RMGRR086 to TAC.  Joe Lopez seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.      
RMGRR088 - Updates to the IDR Meter Installation and Removal Processes

Ms. Scott moved to recommend approval of RMGRR088 as revised by RMS.  Chris Rowley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

RMGRR089 - Revisions for Texas Nodal Market Implementation (Part 3)

Market Participants provided edits regarding the Letter of Authorization and the inclusion of a Spanish language version.  

Ms. Scott moved to recommend approval of RMGRR089 as revised by RMS.  Mr. Matlock seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.    
RMGRR090 - Revisions for Texas Nodal Market Implementation (Part 4)

Ms. Tindall reviewed the 08/04/2010 ERCOT comments to RMGRR090.  Market Participants provided edits regarding disconnects of service for non-payment.  
Mr. Matlock moved to recommend approval of RMGRR090 as amended by the 8/4/10 ERCOT comments and as revised by RMS.  Grant Hutchison seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.   
Working Group and Task Force Updates (see Key Documents)
MarkeTrak Task Force  (MTTF)
Jonathan Landry noted that the MTTF last met on 08/09/2010 and discussed suggestions for MarkeTrak phase three and a high level timeline.  He stated that the deadline for suggestions regarding phase three has been extended to 12/09/2010 and requested that Market Participants copy Monica Jones, Carolyn Reed and Jonathan Landry on the distribution list for comments.  Mr. Landry noted that the next MTTF meeting will be 09/09/2010.         

Meter Tampering Task Force 
Mr. Matlock noted that the Meter Tampering Task Force met 08/04/2010 and discussed lessons learned, production issues, updates to training guides, and future RMGRRs.  Mr. Matlock stated that the group noted the need for an organized test plan for switch hold files, more detail in the Retail Metering Guide, and four to six months time to deliver change to the market after the posting of a new Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUCT) rule.
Mr. Matlock noted that multiple Retail Electric Providers (REPs) have reached out to the task force regarding production issues.  He noted that these inquiries are being directed to the appropriate individual within the Transmission and/or Distribution Service Provider (TDSP), REP, or ERCOT.  

Mr. Matlock noted that in training, theoretical examples are being replaced with actual production related examples, processes are being clarified, and more presentations slides are being developed for the processing of switch hold removals.

Texas Data Transport Working Group (TDTWG)
Johnny Robertson noted that at the last TDTWG meeting the group reviewed ERCOT system outages.  He observed that there were several incidents that affected service levels, but that overall performance was good.  He noted that, regarding MarkeTrak, metrics were reviewed and that target service level objectives had been met.  Mr. Robertson stated that TDTWG discussed versions seven and eight of Internet Explorer and that a review of compatibility continues.  He observed that the group discussed North American Electric Standards Board (NAESB) Electronic Delivery Mechanism (EDM) for REPs monthly file for Continuous Service Agreements (CSAs) and the potential for archiving CSAs two or more years old.
Service Level Agreement (SLA) and Retail Application Programmatic Interface (API) Changes after Nodal Go-live

Trey Felton noted two unscheduled outages for a total of 236 minutes on 07/19/2010.  He stated that the root cause was diagnosed and is under further study.  He stated that after Texas Nodal Market implementation, the ERCOT Commercial API will be available to download retail, nodal and zonal extracts and reports until Sunday, 02/17/2011.  He noted that on 02/18/2011, it will be modified to only provide extracts and reports that are posted as part of the retail and zonal markets, and that nodal reports will no longer be available via the Commercial API.   
Texas Standard Electronic Transaction Working Group (TX SET)
Jennifer Frederick noted that updates to TX SET 3.0A were introduced to remove SAC04 codes from the 810_02 and 810_03 invoices and to store them externally to allow for easier updating.  She noted that Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) examples were removed from the TX SET guides and supplied as external documents to allow for easier updating of the guide.  Regarding TX SET 4.0, Ms. Frederick noted that the group is looking at changes to implement rules regarding tampering, critical care and deferred payments, transfers due to acquisition, Advanced Meter implementation, and outstanding TX SET change controls.  She noted that the next TX SET meeting will be 08/18/2010.            
Market Advanced Readings and Settlements Task Force (MARSTF) and Advanced Metering Implementation Team (AMIT) Update
Ms. Scott noted that, as of 07/19/2010, the Advance Meter Current (AMC) total was 1,090,212, final settlement was 877,814, true-up settlement was 521,096, and that the total number of Advanced Meters settled by ERCOT was 1,542,616.  She noted that, as of 07/31/2010 Oncor had installed 1,165,035 AMS meters, CenterPoint Energy had installed 498,024, and AEP had installed 49,435.  Ms. Scott noted that the total number of Advanced Meters installed was 1,712,494.  Market Participants celebrated the landmark achievements.          
ERCOT Updates (see Key Documents)
Flight 0610
Gene Cervenka noted that Flight 0610 is 95% complete and that the black-out period begins 08/24/2010.  Mr. Cervenka reviewed details regarding the types of testing completed and noted that test script STK06 is no longer valid and that CON52 has been updated to cover the submission of banking information.  He observed that the next Flight is 1010 and that the registration deadline is 09/08/2010.       
Retail Operations Financial Update and Project Priority List
Heather Day reviewed the status of Retail Operations projects and noted that overall the Retail Operations portfolio is under budget.          
PUCT Update
Shawnee Claiborn-Pinto noted that an orientation for Smart Meter Texas Release Two has been scheduled for 08/24/2010 and is for Competitive Retailers only.    
Emerging Issues/Critical Upcoming Events

Mr. Patrick reminded Market Participants that TAC and subcommittee leadership will be discussing the Sunset Advisory Commission report and advised them to review the findings.    
Adjournment

Mr. Patrick adjourned the meeting at 12:04 p.m.
� Key Documents referenced in these minutes can be accessed on the ERCOT website at: 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2010/08/20100811-RMS" �http://www.ercot.com/calendar/2010/08/20100811-RMS�. 
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