
Identify generator 
cost assumptions.

Identify 
environmental 

factors and 
assumptions.

Identify economic 
factors and 

assumptions.

Identify water, 
land, other policy 

impacts on 
scenarios.

Identify fuel and 
commodity factors 

and range of 
assumptions.

Establish 
scenarios based 
on fundamental 

drivers.

Evaluate 
generation 
expansion/

retirements by 
scenario

Establish 20-year 
load forecast.

Evaluate impact 
of electricity 

market prices.

Establish or 
modify load 
forecast by 
scenario.

Establish water 
use model (DOE/

Sandia).

Establish water 
use scenarios.

Evaluate reliability 
requirements of 

select generation 
plans.

Simplify 
transmission 

system

Select scenarios 
for transmission 

analysis.

Analyze 
transmission 

system needs.

Five-year 
Transmission 

Plan

Evaluate the 
ERCOT 

Transmission 
Planning horizon

Long-term System 
Assessment

Five-year 
Transmission 

Plan

Identify and 
evaluate existing/

emerging 
technologies.


