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	Comments


ERCOT offers the following comments to further clarify the intent of Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) 259.

NPRR259 assures that ERCOT applies a consistent methodology when making specific Resource commitments for reliability under Nodal Protocol Section 5, Transmission Security Analysis and Reliability Unit Commitment, and Section 6.5.9, Emergency Operations.  Commitments in accordance with the routine Day-Ahead Reliability Unit Commitment (RUC) and Hourly Reliability Unit Commitment (HRUC) processes are generally discussed in Section 5.  Section 6.5.9 also describes circumstances under which ERCOT Operators can commit designated Resources that, in ERCOT’s judgment, are necessary to maintain system reliability.  This NPRR clarifies that ERCOT Operators must issue a Dispatch Instruction (whether verbal or electronic) when, in accordance with Section 6.5.9, that Dispatch is specific to a designated Resource to bring the Resource On-Line.
These comments also propose a minor revision to paragraph (12) of Section 5.1, Introduction, to clarify that an Operating Condition Notice (OCN), Advisory, Watch, or Emergency Notice requesting the commitment of any currently available Generation Resources but not naming specific Generation Resources does not constitute Resource-specific commitments.

This NPRR does not change the existing Nodal Protocol Settlement requirements for Resources committed under the provisions of  Sections 5 or 6.5.9 (i.e., the provisions of Section 5.7, Settlement for RUC Process, apply to all ERCOT-ordered Resource commitments made in accordance with these sections).

	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


5.1
Introduction

(1)
Transmission security analysis and Reliability Unit Commitment (RUC) are used to ensure ERCOT System reliability and to ensure that enough Resource capacity, in addition to Ancillary Service capacity, is committed in the right locations to reliably serve the forecasted Load on the ERCOT System. 

(2)
ERCOT shall conduct at least one Day-Ahead RUC (DRUC) and at least one Hourly RUC (HRUC) before each hour of the Operating Day.  ERCOT, in its sole discretion, may conduct a RUC at any time to evaluate and resolve reliability issues.

(3)
The DRUC must be run after the close of the Day-Ahead Market (DAM). 

(4)
The DRUC uses Three-Part Supply Offers submitted before the DAM by Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs) that were considered in the DAM but not awarded in the DAM.  A QSE may not submit a Three-Part Supply Offer to be considered in the DRUC unless the offer was also submitted for consideration in the DAM.

(5)
ERCOT must initiate the HRUC process at least one hour before the Operating Hour to fine-tune the Resource commitments using updated Load forecasts and updated Outage information. 

(6)
The RUC Study Period for DRUC is the next Operating Day.  The RUC Study Period for HRUC is the balance of the current Operating Day plus the next Operating Day if the DRUC for the Operating Day has been solved. 

(7)
HRUC may decommit Resources only to maintain the reliability of the ERCOT System. 

(8)
For each RUC Study Period, the RUC considers capacity requirements for each hour of the RUC Study Period with the objective of minimizing costs based on Three-Part Supply Offers and while substituting a proxy Energy Offer Curve for the Energy Offer Curve.  The proxy Energy Offer Curve is calculated in a way that minimizes the effect of the proxy Energy Offer Curves on optimization.

(9)
The calculated Resource commitments arising from each RUC process must be reviewed by ERCOT before issuing Dispatch Instructions to QSEs to commit, extend, or decommit Resources.

(10)
The Security Sequence is a set of prerequisite processes for RUC that describes the key system components and inputs that are required to support the RUC process, the RUC process itself, and the ERCOT review of the Resource commitment recommendations made by the RUC process. 

(11)
The RUC process may not be used to buy Ancillary Service unless the Ancillary Service Offers submitted in the DAM are insufficient to meet the requirements of the Ancillary Service Plan. 

(12)
All ERCOT Dispatch Instructions that order a QSE to commit a specific Generation Resource to be On-Line shall be considered a RUC dispatch for the purpose of the Settlement of payments and charges related to the committed Generation Resource.  An Operating Condition Notice (OCN), Advisory, Watch, or Emergency Notice requesting the available capacity of any currently available Generation Resources but not naming specific Generation Resources is not considered a RUC dispatch for purposes of Settlement.

6.5.9.4.1
General Procedures Prior to EEA Operations 

Prior to declaring EEA Level 1 detailed in Section 6.5.9.4.2, EEA Levels, ERCOT may perform the following operations consistent with Good Utility Practice:

(a)
Provide Dispatch Instructions to QSEs for specific Resources to operate at an Emergency Base Point to maximize Resource deployment so as to increase Responsive Reserve levels on other Resources;

(b)
Commit specific available Resources as necessary that can respond in the timeframe of the emergency.  Such commitments will be settled using the HRUC process;

(c)
Start RMR Units available in the time frame of the emergency.  RMR Units should be loaded to full capability;

(d)
Issue Dispatch Instructions to QSEs to suspend any ongoing ERCOT required generating unit or Resource performance testing;

(e)
Utilize available resources providing Non-Spinning Reserve (Non-Spin) services as required; and

(f)
ERCOT shall use the PRC to determine the appropriate emergency Notification and EEA levels. 
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