OWG Report to ROS
July 15, 2010
The Operations Working Group (OWG) met June 16, 2010.
On June 16th, the OWG met for its regularly scheduled meeting. During the meeting the following items were discussed:
Operations Task Force Report – Stan (TNMP) stated that OTF group will draft NPRR and possible NOGRR revision to address “2% of voltage profile” issue for OWG to review before submitting.  

Black Start Task Force Report – Frank (TMPA) reports that a meeting will be scheduled in July.  They will be discussing cranking path issue.   
The Texas RE Report – Andy (TRE) reports that a BAL-001-1 discussion will be held at TRE.  CIP-006 ballot for TRE variance closes soon.  SWG has its first meeting on July 7th, will set Operations Training Seminar dates for next year.  Need to make sure these dates don’t interfere with Black Start Training.  On June 22nd all TRE phone numbers will be changing due to the separation from ERCOT.

The OWG reviewed the following:

OGRR 236 Fast Response Distributed Energy Resource (DER) - Tabled (PRR838).

NOGRR 038 Synchronization with OGRR243, Disturbance Monitoring Requirements Clarification – Reviewed no impact IA.  Discussed what a facility owner is.  OWG added clarifying language to NOGRR “facility/equipment owner’.  Facilities is not defined to the nodal protocols, OWG thought that the joint NPRSA/NOGRR task force will address this.  Group Recommended approval to ROS.
NOGRR 039 Synchronization of Section 1 with Nodal Protocols – This NOGRR aligns the Nodal Operating Guide with the Nodal Protocols for Section 1.  Brad (CNP) reviewed changes. Action Item to TRE on section 1.5.3, Texas Regional Entity Operations Training Seminar, should this section even be in the Operating Guides.  Recommended approval by OWG and will come back with IA.
OGRR 245 Alignment with NERC Reliability Standard PRC-001-1, System Protection Coordination - This aligns the Operating Guides with NERC Reliability Standards, specifically PRC-001-1, System Protection Requirements, Section B. Requirements, R2.2.  Rick (NRG) asked what is the difference between relay misoperatation and relay failure, this OGRR does not seem to be clear.  Rick Keetch also has a concern about timing issues, and what is meant by ‘known’.  Brad (CNP) stated that he believes this OGRR is in conflict with the LCC matrix.  OWG recommended to table until all comments and concerns can be addressed.  This will need to be submitted as a NOGRR because time has run out to get the OGRR implemented.  Brad suggested this OGRR be rejected since there already is the NERC Standard requirement or pass it on to the joint NPRSA/NOGRR task force.  OWG will table until a NOGRR is submitted and Glen (SPWG) will withdraw this OGRR.  Frank (TMPA) will get with Bill Blevins (ERCOT) to get a bigger group together to discuss again.
System Operations Report – Leo (ERCOT) reviewed EEA Event report of 5/15.  Letty (ERCOT) reviewed the May Operations Report
Nodal Operating Guide Task Force – Brad (CNP) reported assignment complete.
At the June 8th Nodal Operating Guides Review and Revision (“NOGRR”) Task Force meeting the group completed their review of Sections 8 and 9 bringing their assignment to review and revise the Nodal Operating Guides to an end.  The Task Force has entered into inactive status, however they will continue to respond to requests from ERCOT Market Rules concerning Revision Requests authored by the group.

At the June 10th Reliability and Operations Subcommittee (“ROS”) meeting OGRR247 - Process for Transition to Nodal Operating Guide Sections, won an Urgency Vote and was also approved moving it forward to TAC.  The NOGRR Task Force commented on OGRR247 and provided their Nodal Operating Guides Implementation Plan and Nodal Protocol to Nodal Guides Cross Reference documents in support of OGRR247.

On The Horizon:

During the June 10th ROS meeting concerns were expressed about double jeopardy risks for compliance violations and inconsistencies between the Protocols, Operating Guides, and NERC Standards.  Mr. Ken Donohue, Chair of ROS assured the group that these concerns would be addressed.  He shared his vision of requesting that the Protocol Revision Subcommittee (“PRS”) assign the Nodal Protocol/Reliability Standards Alignment (“NPRSA”) Task Force to work together with the NOGRR Task Force so that both the Guides and Protocols could be aligned with the NERC Reliability Standards while remaining consistent with each other.  No tasks were assigned to the NOGRR Task Force pending an agreement between PRS and ROS.
Other Discussions – the group was assigned to review sections of the draft Texas Renewables Integration Plan (TRIP) and bring their comments to the next meeting.

Next OWG meeting will be on July 21st in Austin at the Met Center.
