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	Comments


Luminant Generation Company LLC and Luminant Energy Company LLC (Luminant) participate in the ERCOT market as a Generation Resource and as a Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) respectively.  Luminant also has a large number of generating units (over 40) registered and operating in the ERCOT market that will be impacted by the changes proposed in this Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR).  Specifically, Luminant is concerned with two aspects of the changes proposed by ERCOT.

First is the requirement for Resource Entities to update their Resource Parameters after Net Dependable Capability tests, reactive capability tests, ERCOT requests, and known data changes to any Resource Parameters within five Business Days of test completion or within five Business Days of a known change to any Resource Parameters.  It is not clear what is driving the need for such updates to be done within five 5 Business Days since the QSE (with input from the Resource Entity) is both obligated by the Nodal Protocols and financially motivated to update Resource Parameters through the Current Operating Plan (COP) on a much shorter timeframe than five Business Days.  So ERCOT will have the data it needs to reliably operate the system without waiting the five Business Days called for in this NPRR.  Furthermore, as a QSE with a large number of generating units which require various tests within relatively small windows of opportunity and the need for engineering review of test results before those results can be submitted by the QSE via the ERCOT Portal to ERCOT, we encounter resource limitations (i.e., limited availability of qualified personnel at both the Resource Entity and the QSE) that make it very difficult to process multiple tests for multiple generating units in the very short period of five Business Days called for by this NPRR.  For example, reactive capability testing (lagging) can only be performed during high Load periods during the summer season.  If a large QSE (like Luminant) has ten to fifteen units that need to be tested, getting the tests scheduled, performed and then reviewing the results can take longer than five Business Days.  Therefore, absent any apparent need to provide data sooner, Luminant is proposing that the deadline for reporting this information to ERCOT be extended to at least ten Business Days.  
Luminant also proposes to change the language in Section 3.7, Resource Parameters paragraph (7) item (b) to remove the phrase “receipt of approval” of a reactive capability test since, to Luminant’s knowledge, there is no “approval” of such a test by ERCOT.  Protocol Section 8.1.1.2.1.4, Voltage Support Service (VSS) Qualification, paragraph (2) states that “ERCOT may require additional testing if it has information indicating that current data is inaccurate.”  However, no approval of a reactive test by ERCOT is required.  
Second, while there is a deadline for Market Participants to submit data to ERCOT, there is no corresponding deadline for ERCOT to complete its review of submitted data and post the results into the various ERCOT systems and databases.  As we have seen during Nodal market start-up, submitted Resource Asset Registration Forms (RARFs) can take months to become part of ERCOT’s databases.  While we understand that RARF updates will be processed more quickly in the future when we are past the Nodal start-up and testing process, the fact remains that there is no specific deadline required for ERCOT to update its databases with information provided by the Market Participants.  Since accurate data is important to both ERCOT (for reliability reasons) and to Market Participants (for market reasons), Luminant believes it is appropriate to require ERCOT to have deadlines for updating its systems for submitted Resource Parameters changes as well.  Therefore, we have added language to the NPRR to impose a ten Business Day deadline on ERCOT to complete addition of submitted Resource Parameter data into ERCOT systems and databases. 

	Revised Proposed Protocol Language


3.7
Resource Parameters  

(1)
A Resource Entity shall register Resource Parameters for its Resources with ERCOT.

(2)
ERCOT shall provide each Qualified Scheduling Entity (QSE) that represents a Resource the ability to submit changes to Resource Parameters for that Resource.

(3)
The QSE may revise Resource Parameters only with sufficient documentation to justify a change in Resource Parameters. 

(4)
ERCOT shall use the Resource Parameters as inputs into the Day-Ahead Market (DAM), Reliability Unit Commitment (RUC), Security-Constrained Economic Dispatch (SCED), Resource Limit Calculator, Load Frequency Control (LFC), and other ERCOT business processes.

(5)
The Independent Market Monitor (IMM) may require the QSE to provide justification for the Resource Parameters submitted.  

(6)
Seasons for seasonal parameters are defined in the Operating Guides.  
(7)
The QSE or Resource Entity must update any Resource Parameter for a specific Resource:

(a)
Within ten Business Days of completion of a Net Dependable Capability test to reflect the results of the test;

(b)
Within ten Business Days of completion of a reactive capability test to reflect the results of the test;

(c)
Within ten Business Days of a request by ERCOT to check or update a specific Resource Parameter; and 

(d)
Within ten Business Days of a known change to any Resource Parameter.
(8)
ERCOT must update the appropriate ERCOT systems and databases
(a)
Within ten Business Days of receipt of a Net Dependable Capability test to reflect the results of the test;

(b)
Within ten Business Days of receipt of a reactive capability test to reflect the results of the test;

(c)
Within ten Business Days of a receipt of a response to a request by ERCOT to check or update specific Resource Parameters; and 

(d)
Within ten Business Days of a receipt of a known change to any Resource Parameter.
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