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	Overall Market Benefit
	Allow WGRs to respond to new price points sooner

	Overall Market Impact
	None

	Consumer Impact
	None


The Nodal system expects generators to respond to their Base Point dispatch orders from ERCOT in 5 minutes.  Wind-powered Generation Resources (WGRs) can typically go from full output to zero output in less than 5 minutes.  A 10% ramp would artificially limit WGRs ability to fully respond to the maximum possible ERCOT dispatch order within the capability of the equipment.  There is no basis for assuming that a 20% ramp would cause any control problems.
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6.5.7.10
WGR Ramp Rate Limitations

(1)
Each WGR that is part of an Interconnection Agreement signed on or after January 1, 2009 shall limit its ramp rate to 20% per minute of its nameplate rating (MWs) as registered with ERCOT when responding to or released from an ERCOT deployment.  

(2)
The requirement of paragraph (1) above does not apply during a Force Majeure Event or during intervals in which a decremental deployment instruction coincides with a demonstrated decrease in the available wind resource.

(3)
Each WGR that is part of an Interconnection Agreement signed on or before December 31, 2008 and that controls power output by means other than turbine stoppage shall limit its ramp rate to 20% per minute of its nameplate rating (MWs) as registered with ERCOT when responding to or released from an ERCOT deployment.

(4)
The requirement of paragraph (3) above does not apply during a Force Majeure Event, during intervals in which a decremental deployment instruction coincides with a demonstrated decrease in the available wind resource, or during unit start up and shut down mode.

(5)
The ramp rate requirement of paragraph (3) above shall not apply to a WGR during a limited compliance transition period if the WGR:

(a)
Meets the technical specifications of paragraph (3) above but does not comply with the ramp rate requirement; and
(b)
Submitted a compliance plan to ERCOT on or before June 1, 2009 that details the technical limitations leading to non-compliance, a work plan to achieve compliance by a reasonable date, and a ramp rate mitigation plan describing the WGR’s best efforts to adhere to the WGR ramp rate limitation during the applicable compliance transition period.

(6)
The ramp rate requirement of paragraph (3) above shall not apply to a WGR that:

(a)
Does not meet the technical specifications of paragraph (3) above; and

(b)
Submitted an operations plan to ERCOT on or before June 1, 2009 describing the WGR’s best efforts to adhere to the WGR ramp rate limitation.

(7)
WGRs subject to the ramp rate limitations of paragraphs (1) and (3) above are exempt from the requirements of the applicable paragraph upon receipt of a valid Dispatch Instruction from ERCOT to exceed the applicable ramp rate limitation when necessary to protect system reliability.

(8)
WGRs that operate under a Special Protection System (SPS) are exempt from the ramp rate limitations of paragraphs (1) and (3) above when decreasing unit output to avoid SPS activation.

(9)
WGRs that meet the requirements of paragraphs (1) and (3) above are compliant with ramp rate limitation requirements when the number of five-minute averages of eligible intervals meeting 20% of nameplate capacity per minute ramp rate limit is equal to or greater than 90% of eligible intervals per month.  Intervals where paragraphs (2), (4), (7) or (8) above apply shall be excluded as eligible intervals for this performance metric.  ERCOT shall initiate a review process with the WGR where the WGR’s score is less than 90%.  Scores that remain below 90% for three consecutive months shall be considered to have failed the ramp rate limitation performance measure.
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