PWG Meeting Notes – DRAFT


Tuesday, May 25, 2010
Attendees
Richard Beasley, CenterPoint Energy

Bill Boswell, ERCOT

Adrianne Brandt, Austin Energy
Ed Echols, Oncor

Eric Goff, Reliant Energy

Jim Lee, Direct Energy
Adrian Marquez, ERCOT

Sonja Mingo, ERCOT

Kenan Ogelman, CPS Energy

Calvin Opheim, ERCOT

Rachel Patterson, Gexa Energy

Ernie Podraza, Direct Energy 

Rebecca Reed, PUC

Kathy Scott, CenterPoint Energy

Dave Smithson, PUC

Don Tucker, ERCOT
WebEx and/or Phone
Harika Basaran, Austin Energy

Katie Coleman, Texas Industrial Energy Consumers

Robert Hurd, Cirro Dominion

Melissa Trevino, Occidental

Lloyd Young, AEP

Introduction

Ernie Podraza opened the meeting and read the ERCOT antitrust admonition.  

Ernie gave some background on DRG, mentioning legislation and the work of the Distributed Generation Task Force.    
The Board wants an answer from TAC on this issue by no later than the August Board meeting.

Ernie said he was concerned about deadlines for implementing any changes and proposed letting NPRR208 pass (the way is came out of PRS) and coming up with a new NPRR to address wind-related profiling issues.  There was some discussion on the timelines for various potential outcomes from the PWG.  

Ernie asked Katie Coleman what outcome TIEC was hoping for in this process.  Katie said that TIEC would like for the settlement formula [for wind generation exported to the grid] to be based on some kind of data.  

Discussion

Eric Goff discussed the spreadsheet (posted to today’s PWG meeting page) in which he prepared a draft wind formula.  Eric said the values are (hour beginning) averages for 2009.  Eric said he found similar results for 2007 and 2008.

Dave Smithson noted that wind farms are in an isolated part of the state.  Dave asked how big the problem is, and how much do we want to commit to the solution.  

Ernie pointed out the wind generation numbers refer to output—what is contributed to the grid.  Eric noted that these numbers reflect what ERCOT allowed onto the grid, given congestion constraints and other factors.  Eric said he anticipates some changes under CREZ.

Eric read aloud his proposed changes in NPRR208.  

Calvin Opheim opened the file that contained the wind speed values for three years by weather zone (posted to today’s PWG meeting page).  Calvin wanted everyone to keep in mind that Eric’s presentation was of wind generation and Calvin’s was of wind speed.  

The wind speed values generally showed that it was windier during the middle part of the day than at night.  Adrian said he did not observe any patterns to the contrary in any of the weather data he looked into. 

For the graph of wind generation output of residential 15 ESI IDs, Eric questioned whether those ESI IDs should have been classified as ‘wind’.  Adrian explained the process by which the DRG profile segment assignments are made, and stated that it is the TDSP that indicates the type of generation at the site.    

There were more questions than answers on why the wind speed values had such a different pattern than the output of wind generation.

Don Tucker brought up the issue of getting any system changes in place, given the pending implementation of Nodal.  There was talk about the ERCOT CEO review of proposed changes, and how that could have a significant impact on what transpires.

Adrian asked how ‘dispatchable’ DG (such as a diesel generator) would be handled in settlement.  ‘Flat’ was the answer.

Eric said he felt that new load profiles were needed for those that are currently used for wind ESI IDs—similar to the modifications made to the PV load profiles.

The Options
After discussing multiple options, the group came up with two:

Option 1:  Eric’s refined language (a two-step shape) 

Option 2:  The ‘inverse’ of Eric’s proposal. 

The PWG was in agreement that having a two-step shape for the settlement of wind generation exported to the grid would bring us closer to a more accurate settlement.  

Action Items
[image: image1.wmf]
Eric to work with ERCOT to come up with similarly-packaged proposal based on wind speeds. 

Bill Boswell to send out to the PWG the wording changes made to the draft of NPRR208. 

Ernie to work on the presentation to TAC. 
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