PRS Report

	NPRR Number
	237
	NPRR Title
	Resolution of Alignment Items A22, A143, A148, A153, A160 and A169 – Clarification of NERC Reliability Standards and MIS Posting Requirements

	Timeline
	Normal
	Action
	Tabled

	Date of Decision
	May 20, 2010

	Proposed Effective Date
	To be determined.

	Priority and Rank Assigned
	To be determined.

	Nodal Protocol Section(s) Requiring Revision
	6.4.5, Resource Status
6.5.2, Operating Standards
6.5.7.1.13, Data Inputs and Outputs for the Real-Time Sequence and SCED
6.5.7.5, Ancillary Services Capacity Monitor
6.5.7.6.1, LFC Process Description
8.2, ERCOT Performance Monitoring

	Revision Description
	This Nodal Protocol Revision Request (NPRR) resolves Alignment Items A22, A143, A148, A153, A160 and A169 by clarifying the role of North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) Reliability Standards in relation to the Nodal Protocols and several Market Information System (MIS) posting requirements.

	Reason for Revision
	Resolution of Alignment Items.

	Overall Market Benefit
	Clarification of Nodal Protocols.

	Overall Market Impact
	No impact known.  

	Consumer Impact
	No impact known.  

	Credit Impacts
	To be determined.

	Procedural History
	· On 5/13/10, NPRR237 and the associated Impact Analysis and CEO Revision Request Review were posted.

· On 5/20/10, PRS considered NPRR237.

	PRS Decision 
	On 5/20/10, PRS unanimously voted to table NPRR237 for one month.  All Market Segments were present for the vote.

	Summary of PRS Discussion
	On 5/20/10, ERCOT Staff explained the intent of the language in Section 6.5.2 is to clarify that the Nodal Protocols properly align and do not conflict with the NERC Reliability Standards.  Some participants stated that NERC Reliability Standards supersede the Nodal Protocols and that any conflicts with the NERC Reliability Standards should be resolved through the Regional Reliability Standards process, while others stated that the Nodal Protocols provide more detail not existent in the Reliability Standards.  
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	Impact Area
	Monetary Impact
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	Clarification of Nodal Protocols.
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	Sponsor

	Name
	John Adams

	E-mail Address
	jadams@ercot.com

	Company
	ERCOT

	Phone Number
	512-248-3130

	Cell Number
	

	Market Segment
	N/A


	Market Rules Staff Contact

	Name
	Yvette M. Landin

	E-Mail Address
	ylandin@ercot.com

	Phone Number
	(512) 248-4513


	Comments Received

	Comment Author
	Comment Summary

	None.
	


	Proposed Protocol Language Revision


6.4.5
Resource Status 

(1)
ERCOT shall use the telemetered Resource Status for all applications requiring status of Resources during the Operating Hour, including SCED and  Load Frequency Control (LFC). QSEs shall provide ERCOT with accurate telemetry of the current capability of each Resource including the Resource Status, Ramp Rates, HSL, and LSL and a text reason for any Resource where a Ramp Rate is deviating from a standard Ramp Rate curve for the Resource, or the HSL is less than, or LSL is greater than, the normal high and low limits set in Section 3.7.1, Resource Parameter Criteria.

(2)
ERCOT shall perform the following validations during the Operating Period:

(a)
Each QSE shall provide the Real-Time operating status of each Resource to ERCOT by telemetry using the status codes in the Current Operating Plan for Real-Time as described in Section 3.9, Current Operating Plan (COP); and

(b)
Five minutes before the end of each hour, ERCOT shall identify inconsistencies between the telemetered Resource Status and the Resource Status stated in the COP for that Resource in the next hour.  On detecting an inconsistency, ERCOT shall provide a notice of inconsistent Resource Status to the QSE using the Messaging System.
6.5.2
Operating Standards

ERCOT and each TSP shall operate the ERCOT Transmission Grid under NERC Reliability Standards and policies and these Protocols, and Good Utility Practice to the extent Good Utility Practice is not inconsistent with these Protocols.  These Protocols control to the extent of any inconsistency between the Protocols and any of the following documents:

(a)
The Operating Guides;

(b)
ERCOT procedures manual for ERCOT Operators to use during normal and emergency operations of the ERCOT Transmission Grid;

(c)
Specific operating procedures and RAPs submitted to ERCOT by individual Transmission Facilities owners or operators to address operating problems on their respective grids that could affect operation of the ERCOT Transmission Grid; and

(d)
Guidelines established by the ERCOT Board, which may be more stringent than those established by NERC for the secure operation of the ERCOT Transmission Grid.

6.5.7.1.13
Data Inputs and Outputs for the Real-Time Sequence and SCED

(1)
Inputs:  The following information must be provided as inputs to the Real-Time Sequence and SCED.  ERCOT may require additional information as required, including:

(a)
Real-Time data from TSPs including status indication for each point if that data element is stale for more than 20 seconds;

(i)
Transmission Electrical Bus voltages;

(ii)
MW and MVAr pairs for all transmission lines, transformers, and reactors;

(iii)
Actual breaker and switch status for all modeled devices; and

(iv)
Tap position for auto-transformers;

(b)
State Estimator results (MW and MVAr pairs and calculated MVA) for all modeled Transmission Elements;


(c)
Transmission Element ratings from TSPs;

(i)
Data from the Network Operations Model:

(A)
Transmission lines – Normal, Emergency, and 15-Minute Ratings (MVA); and

(B)
Transformers and Auto-transformers – Normal, Emergency, and 15-Minute Ratings (MVA) and tap position limits;

(ii)
Data from QSEs:

(A)
Generator step-up transformers tap position;

(B)
Resource HSL (from telemetry); and

(C)
Resource LSL (from telemetry); and

(d)
Real-Time weather, from WGRs, and where available from TSPs or other sources.  ERCOT may elect to obtain other sources of weather data and may utilize such information to calculate the dynamic limit of any Transmission Element.

(2)
ERCOT shall validate the inputs of the Resource Limit Calculator as follows:

(a)
The calculated SURAMP and SDRAMP are each greater than or equal to zero; and

(b)
Other provision specified under Section 3.18, Resource Limits in Providing Ancillary Service.

(3)
Outputs for ERCOT Operator information and possible action include:

(a)
Operator notification of any change in status of any breaker or switch;

(b)
Lists of all breakers and switches not in their normal position;


(c)
Operator notification of all Transmission Element overloads detected from telemetered or State-Estimated data;

(d)
Operator notification of all Transmission Element security violations; and

(e)
Operator summary displays:

(i)
Transmission system status changes;

(ii)
Overloads;

(iii) 
System security violations; and

(iv)
Base Points.

(4)
Every hour, ERCOT shall post on the MIS Secure Area the following information:

(a)
Status of all breakers and switches used in the NSA except breakers and switches connecting Resources to the ERCOT Transmission Grid;

(b)
Transmission flows and voltages from the State Estimator, excluding transmission flows and voltages for Private Use Networks;

(c)
Individual transmission Load on Electrical Buses, sum of the Load on each Electrical Bus in each Load Zone, and total Load on Electrical Buses in the ERCOT System, the sum of ERCOT generation, and flow on the DC Ties, all from the State Estimator;

(d)
Transformer flows, voltages and tap position from the State Estimator, excluding transformer flows, voltages and tap position for Private Use Networks;

(e)
All binding transmission constraints and the contingency or overloaded element pairs that caused such constraint;

(f)
All Shadow Prices on binding transmission constraints; and

(g)
The 15-minute average of Loads on the Electrical Buses from State Estimator results.
6.5.7.5
Ancillary Services Capacity Monitor

(1)
ERCOT shall calculate the following every ten seconds and provide Real-Time summaries to ERCOT Operators and all Market Participants using ICCP, giving updates of calculations every ten seconds, and posting on the MIS Secure Area, giving updates of calculations every 5 minutes, which show the Real-Time total system amount of:

(a)
RRS capacity from Generation Resources;

(b)
RRS capacity from Load Resources excluding Controllable Load Resources;

(c)
RRS capacity from Controllable Load Resources;

(d)
Non-Spin available from On-Line Generation Resources with Energy Offer Curves;

(e)
Non-Spin available from undeployed Load Resources; 

(f)
Non-Spin available from Off-Line Generation Resources; 

(g)
Non-Spin available from Resources with Output Schedules;

(h)
Undeployed Reg-Up and undeployed Reg-Down;

(i)
Available capacity with Energy Offer Curves in the ERCOT System that can be used to increase Base Points in SCED;

(j)
Available capacity with Energy Offer Curves in the ERCOT System that can be used to decrease Base Points in SCED; 

(k)
Available capacity without Energy Offer Curves in the ERCOT System that can be used to increase Base Points in SCED;

(l)
Available capacity without Energy Offer Curves in the ERCOT System that can be used to decrease Base Points in SCED; and

(m)
The ERCOT-wide Physical Responsive Capability (PRC) calculated as follows:
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PRC1 =


Min(Max((RDF*HSL – Actual Net Telemetered Output)i , 0.0) , 0.2*RDF*HSLi)
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PRC2 =
((Hydro-synchronous condenser output)i as qualified by Operating Guide Section 2.5.2.3, Types of Responsive Reserve))

PRC =
PRC1 + PRC2

The above variables are defined as follows:

	Variable
	Unit
	Description

	PRC1
	MW
	Generation On-Line greater than 0 MW

	PRC2
	MW
	Hydro-synchronous condenser output

	PRC
	MW
	Physical Responsive Capability

	RDF
	
	The currently approved Reserve Discount Factor


(2)
Each QSE shall operate Resources providing Ancillary Service capacity to meet its obligations.  If a QSE experiences temporary conditions where its total obligation for providing Ancillary Service cannot be met on the QSE’s Resources, then the QSE may add additional capability from other Resources that it represents.  It adds that capability by changing the Resource Status and updating the Ancillary Service Schedules and Ancillary Services Resource Responsibility of the affected Resources and notifying ERCOT under Section 6.4.8.1, Evaluation and Maintenance of Ancillary Service Capacity Sufficiency.  If the QSE is unable to meet its total obligations to provide committed Ancillary Services capacity, the QSE shall notify ERCOT immediately of the expected duration of the QSE’s inability to meet its obligations.  ERCOT shall determine whether replacement Ancillary Services will be procured on behalf of the affected QSE according to Section 6.4.8.1.
6.5.7.6.1
LFC Process Description

(1)
The LFC system corrects system frequency based on the Area Control Error (ACE) algorithm and Good Utility Practice.

(2)
The ACE algorithm subtracts the actual frequency in Hz from the scheduled system frequency (normally 60 Hz), and multiplies the result by the frequency bias constant of MW/0.1 Hz.  The ACE algorithm then takes that product and subtracts a configurable portion of the sum of the difference between the Updated Desired Base Point and Real-Time net MW output as appropriate.  LFC shall ensure that the total reduction will not exceed the system-wide regulation requirement.  This calculation produces an ACE value, which is a MW-equivalent correction needed to control the actual system frequency to the scheduled system frequency value.  ERCOT shall develop a methodology, subject to Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) approval, to determine the optimal frequency bias for given system conditions.

(3)
The LFC module receives inputs from Real-Time telemetry that includes Resource output and actual system frequency.  The LFC uses actual Resource information calculated from SCADA to determine available Resource capacity providing Regulation and RRS services.

(4)
Based on the ACE MW correction, the LFC issues a set of control signals every four seconds to each QSE providing Regulation and, if required, each QSE providing RRS.  Control must be proportional to the QSE’s share of each of the services that it is providing, respecting the QSE’s Resources’ capability to provide regulation control.  Control signals are provided to the QSE using the ICCP data link.  QSEs shall receive an Updated Desired Base Point updated every four seconds by LFC.  ERCOT will provide an Operations Notice of any methodology change to the determination of the Updated Desired Base Point within 60 minutes of the change.  

(5)
Each QSE shall allocate its Regulation energy deployment among its Resources to meet a deployment signal, and shall provide ERCOT with the participation factor of each Resource via telemetry in accordance with Section 6.5.7.6.2.1, Deployment of Regulation Service, and Section 6.4.8.1, Evaluation and Maintenance of Ancillary Service Capacity Sufficiency.  Each QSE’s allocation of Regulation Service to its Resources must be consistent with the telemetry provided under Section 6.5.5.2, Operational Data Requirements.  Each QSE’s allocation of its Regulation energy deployment among its Resources to meet a deployment signal must ensure the participation factors of all its Generation Resources in comparison to all its Controllable Load Resources remains constant.

(6)
If all Reg-Up capacity has been deployed, ERCOT shall use the LFC system to deploy Responsive Reserve on Generation Resources and Controllable Load Resources.  Such Responsive Reserve deployments by ERCOT must be deployed as specified in Section 6.5.7.6.2.2, Deployment of Responsive Reserve Service.

(7)
ERCOT shall settle energy that results from LFC deployment at the Settlement Point Price for the point of injection.  When a QSE deploys Responsive Reserve Service, the QSE shall deploy units consistent with the performance criteria for RRS service in Sections 8.1.1.3.2, Responsive Reserve Service Capacity Monitoring Criteria, and 8.1.1.4.2, Responsive Reserve Service Energy Deployment Criteria.

(8)
The inputs for LFC include:

(a)
Actual system frequency;

(b)
Scheduled system frequency;

(c)
Capacity available for Regulation by QSE;

(d)
Telemetered high and low Regulation availability status indications for each Resource available for Regulation deployments for ERCOT information;

(e)
Resource limits calculated by ERCOT as described Section 6.5.7.2, Resource Limit Calculator;

(f)
Resource Regulation participation factor;

(g)
Capacity available for Responsive Reserve by QSE;

(h)
ERCOT System frequency bias; and
 
(i)
Telemetered Resource output.

(9)
If system frequency deviation is greater than an established threshold, ERCOT may issue Dispatch Instructions to those Resources not providing Reg-Up or Reg-Down that have Base Points directionally opposite ACE, to temporarily suspend ramping to their Base Point until frequency deviation returns to zero.

8.2
ERCOT Performance Monitoring

(1)
ERCOT shall continually assess its operations performance for the following activities:

(a)
Coordinating the wholesale electric market transactions; 

(b)
System-wide transmission planning; and 

(c)
Network reliability.  

(2)
The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), or a subcommittee designated by TAC, shall review ERCOT’s performance in controlling the ERCOT Control Area according to requirements and criteria set out in the TAC- and ERCOT Board-approved monitoring program.  Assessments and reports include the following ERCOT activities:

(a)
Transmission control:

(i)
Transmission system availability statistics;

(ii)
Outage scheduling statistics for Transmission Facilities Outages (maintenance planning, construction coordination, etc.);

(iii)
Metrics describing performance of the State Estimator (SE); and

(iv)
Voltage and reactive control performance.

(b)
Resource control:

(i)
Outage scheduling statistics for Resource facilities Outages (maintenance planning, construction coordination, etc.);

(ii)

Sum of Regulation Up Service (Reg-Up) and Regulation Down Service (Reg-Down) energy by five minute interval 

(iii)
Metrics for reserve monitoring;

(iv)
Metrics describing Reliability Unit Commitment (RUC) commitments and deployments;

(v)
Metrics describing the performance of Dynamically Scheduled Resources (DSRs);

(vi)
Metrics describing conflicting instructions to Generation Resources from interval to interval; 

(vii)
North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) generation control metrics for the ERCOT Control Area (e.g., CPS and DCS or their successors);

(viii)
Metrics describing the overall Resource response to frequency deviations in the ERCOT Region; and

(ix)
Voltage and reactive control performance.

(c)
Load forecasting:

(i)
The accuracy of each day’s Load forecast posted at 0600 in the Day-Ahead of the Operating Day as compared with the actual ERCOT Load for each hour of the Operating Day;

(ii)
Accuracy of the Load forecast used for Day-Ahead Reliability Unit Commitment (DRUC) compared to the actual ERCOT Load for each hour of the Operating Day; and

(iii)
The accuracy of the Load forecast for the following items compared to the average of the SE Load at each Electrical Bus for each hour: 

(A) Hourly Load forecast used in the DRUC by Load Zone;

(B) Hourly Load forecast used in the DRUC by Weather Zone;

(C)
Hourly Load forecast used in the Hourly Reliability Unit Commitment (HRUC) by Load Zone; 

(D)
Hourly Load forecast used in the HRUC by Weather Zone;

(E)
The accuracy of the Load forecast used in the DRUC for the largest MW and MVA differences between the hourly Bus Load Forecast and the Real-Time Load at each Electrical Bus, by Load Zone; and

(F)
The accuracy of the Load forecast used in the DRUC for the largest MW and MVA differences between the hourly Bus Load Forecast and the Real-Time Load at each Electrical Bus, by Weather Zone.

(d)
System Operating Constraints:

(i)
Comparison of system operating limits identified as constraining limits in the Day-Ahead Market (DAM) to system operating limits identified as constraining limits in the Real-Time Market (RTM);

(ii)
Comparison of system operating limits identified as constraining limits in the HRUC to system operating limits identified as constraining limits in the RTM; 

(iii)
Comparison of system operating limits identified as constraining limits in the DRUC to the level the corresponding system parameter was operated in the RTM; and

(iv)
Comparison of system operating limits identified as constraining limits in the hour-ahead market to the level the corresponding system parameter was operated in the RTM. 

(e)
Settlement stability:

(i)
Track number of price changes “after-the-fact;” 

(ii)
Track number and types of disputes submitted to ERCOT; 

(iii)
Report on compliance with timeliness of response and disposition of disputes; 

(iv)
Other Settlement metrics; and

(v)
Availability of Electric Service Identifier (ESI ID) consumption data in conformance with Settlement timeline. 

(f)
Performance in implementing network model updates;

(g)
Network Operations Model validation, by comparison to other appropriate models or other methods;

(h)
Back-up control plan;

(i)
Written Black Start plan;

(j)
SAS 70 audit results;

(k)
Computer and communication systems Real-Time availability and systems security; and

(l)
Uplift:  ERCOT shall calculate and post the sum of all charges for all Qualified Scheduling Entities (QSEs) for each month and year-to-date due to each of the following:

(i)
The RUC Capacity-Short Charge, as described in Section 5.7.4.1, RUC Capacity-Short Charge; 

(ii)
The RUC Decommitment Charge, as described in Section 5.7.6, RUC Decommitment Charge;

(iii)
The Load-Allocated Reliability Must Run Amount per QSE, as described in Section 6.6.6.5, RMR Service Charge;

(iv)
The Load-Allocated Voltage Support Service Amount per QSE, as described in Section 6.6.7.2, Voltage Support Charge;

(v)
The Load-Allocated Black Start Service Amount per QSE, as described in Section 6.6.8.2, Black Start Capacity Charge;

(vi)
The Load-Allocated Emergency Energy Amount per QSE, as described in Section 6.6.9.2, Charge for Emergency Power Increases;

(vii)
The Load-Allocated Real-Time Revenue Neutrality Amount per QSE, as described in Section 6.6.10, Real-Time Revenue Neutrality Allocation; and
(viii)
The total of the ERCOT System Administration Charge.
� EMBED Equation.3 ���
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