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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ERCOT

Special Nodal advisory task force (NATF) Webex MEETING

May 11, 2010
Meeting Attendance: 


Segment Representatives in Attendance:

	Name
	affiliation
	Market Segment

	Blackburn, Don
	Luminant
	Investor Owned Utility (IOU)

	Kroskey, Tony
	Brazos Electric
	Cooperative 

	Lovelace, Russell
	Shell Energy North America
	Independent Power Marketer (IPM)

	McEvoy, Kevin
	Exelon Generation
	IPM 

	Molnar, Trina
	AEP
	IOU 

	Reynolds, Jim
	StarTex Power 
	Independent Retail Electric Provider (IREP) 

	Schwarz, Brad
	E.ON
	Independent Generator 


Non-voting Attendees:

	Name
	Affiliation
	

	Agarwal, Sanjay
	NRG
	

	Alaghehband, Reza
	Austin Energy
	

	Allen, Thresa
	Iberdrola
	

	Bailey, Robert
	NRG
	

	Barrow, Lee
	CPS Energy
	

	Berger, Bill
	Duke Energy
	

	Briscoe, Judy
	BP Energy
	

	Brown, Jeff
	Shell
	

	Carter, Kevin
	Duke Energy
	

	Garza, Beth
	Potomac Economics
	

	Gohl, Joanne
	Calpine
	

	Grasso, Tony
	PUCT
	

	Green, Bob
	GPL
	

	Green, David
	Calpine
	

	Grimes, Mike
	Horizon
	

	Hellinghausen, Bill
	EDF Trading
	

	Huang, X
	CPS Energy
	

	Janssen, John
	Sungard
	

	Jones, Randy
	Calpine
	

	Mai, D.S.
	NRG
	

	Manikyanv, Vijay
	Calpine
	

	Marchelli, Marion
	The Structure Group
	

	Naredla, Krishna
	Calpine
	

	Niemeyer, Sydney
	NRG
	

	Olson, Andrew
	Sungard
	

	Palani, Ananth
	Optim Energy
	

	Rhodes, Reagan
	Brazos Electric
	

	Schultz, Steven
	LCRA
	

	Siddiqi, Shams
	Crecent Power
	

	Telegin, Alex
	Iberdrola
	

	Thames, James
	SUEZ
	

	Traffan, J
	LCRA
	

	Trout, Seth
	CES
	

	Von Minden, Bradley
	LCRA
	

	Walbers, K
	CPS Energy
	

	Wertz, Bruce
	PSEG
	


ERCOT Staff:

	Name
	

	Geer, Ed
	

	House, Donald
	

	Landry, Kelly
	

	Maggio, David
	

	Nowicki, Len
	

	Ragsdale, Ken
	


Don Blackburn called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. 

Antitrust Admonition

Mr. Blackburn read the Antitrust Admonition, which was displayed.  
Unit Parameters Needed for Frequency Control
Generation Resource Online/Offline Check Parameters

David Maggio noted ERCOT’s Load Frequency Control (LFC) software utilizes multiple checks to determine whether Generation Resources are On-Line or Off-Line, whether or not to include Resources in calculating Ancillary Service deployments, and whether or not to include Resources in reserve calculations.  Mr. Maggio noted that the checks associated with reserve calculations include the following:

· Telemetered Generation Resource status
· Whether the Generation Resource is above 95% of its telemetered Low Sustained Limit (LSL)
· Unit Off-Line Limit Percent: Whether the Generation Resource is below a parameter driven percentage of the Resource’s High Reasonability Limit (HRL)

· Whether the Generation Resource is above its Off-Line limit when transitioning from Off-Line to On-Line (1+Unit online Dead-band%/100)
Mr. Maggio noted that ERCOT has determined that the only checks necessary in determining reserves are the telemetered Resource status, and whether the Resource is above 95% of its LSL.  He stated that ERCOT intends not to use the unit Off-Line limit percentage and dead-band calculations, and that ERCOT will therefore not need to collect these parameters from Market Participants.  Mr. Maggio stated that instead of changing system code, ERCOT will set unit Off-Line limit percentages and unit On-Line dead-band percentages to zero, and that this will obviate the effects of the system checks.  

Sydney Niemeyer expressed concern that, for certain Resources, the difference between 95% of LSL and LSL could be a very small amount when the Resource has a large turn-down.  He observed that a unit could be driven below its LSL.  Randy Jones noted that for such Resources with low LSL values, 95% of a Resource’s LSL could be within the margin of normal telemetry error.  Mr. Maggio stated that 95% may be hard coded in the Energy Management System (EMS) and that he was not aware of whether it could be adjusted.  Mr. Maggio stated that on 5/10/10 ERCOT set the values for unit Off-Line limit percentages and unit On-Line dead-band percentages to zero and that no problems have been reported.          
Estimated Governor Response Parameters
Mr. Maggio noted that frequency deviation dead-band, and frequency bias, are used to calculate the estimated governor response for Generation and Controllable Load Resources and that these parameters must be provided by the Resource Entity.  He observed that expected governor response is used to calculate the megawatt (MW) output for LFC, and for Generation Resource Energy Deployment Performance (GREDP) and Controllable Load Resource Energy Deployment Performance (CLREDP).  

Mr. Maggio provided specific descriptions of the parameters needed for Combined Cycle Configurations and jointly owned Resources to be collected.             
Mr. Maggio noted that it will take two to three months to collect the parameters necessary to determine the estimated governor response for all Resources and that until these parameters are collected ERCOT will utilize 0.036 Hz as a default value for frequency dead-band, and a five percent droop will be used as a default value in calculating frequency bias.  He stated that ERCOT will collect Resource specific values through an addendum to the Resource Asset Registration Form (RARF).  Patrick Coon observed that the addendum should be available for Market Participants in approximately one week and that it must be submitted by the Resource Entity.  Mr. Maggio encouraged Market Participants to begin immediately researching these parameters so that the addendum can be submitted as soon as it is available.                   
Adjournment
Mr. Blackburn adjourned the meeting at 11:16 a.m.
� Some attendees may not have been present for the entire meeting.  
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